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With thanks to our Diamond Sponsors

African Minerals Limited is a minerals exploration and development
company with a world class iron ore deposit at Tonkolili, Sierra Leone.
Set to become the largest employer and contributor to GDP in Sierra
Leone, it applies global best practice standards and integrates sustainable
development considerations across all of its operations.
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Jaguar Land Rover is the largest manufacturer of premium vehicles
in the UK, exporting to more than 170 countries. Employing over
20,000 people, JLR is leading the drive to deliver technical innovation
by training the next generation of engineers and designers through its
industry-leading apprenticeship and graduate schemes.
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JAGUAR LAND ROVER

CONGRATULATES

HER MAJESTY

THE QUEEN
ON THE OCCASION OF HER DIAMOND JUBILEE

J

aguar Land Rover is proud to be a part of the celebrations marking Her Majesty’s 60-year reign.

Jaguar and Land Rover enjoy a long-standing association with the Royal Household, having been vehicles of
choice for Her Majesty and members of the Royal Family from the 1953 Commonwealth Tour through to the
2011 wedding of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.
The Jaguar and Land Rover brands are globally recognised and respected for their rich heritage and JLR - a wholly
owned subsidiary of India’s Tata Motors, a Tata Group company – is acknowledged as one of the world’s leading
premium automotive businesses.
As the largest manufacturer of premium vehicles in the UK, exporting to more than 170 countries, JLR employs
more than 20,000 people in Britain and is a major provider of skilled jobs. Committed to forging deeper relationships
with academia and industry suppliers to develop new technologies, JLR is also training the next generation of engineers
and designers through its industry-leading apprenticeship and graduate schemes.
With a model portfolio comprising the Land Rover Defender, Freelander and Discovery; the Jaguar XF and XJ
saloons and XK sports car; and the Range Rover, Range Rover Sport and newly introduced Range Rover Evoque, JLR
continues to be guided by the well-established principles of design and engineering which have brought success for
both of the brands and has an absolute focus on producing innovative, relevant and highly desirable vehicles.
We are honoured that this focus has been recognised by our customers throughout our history, none more so than
Her Majesty The Queen.
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Founded in 1868, the Royal Commonwealth Society is
the oldest and largest civil society organisation dedicated
to the Commonwealth. Today, it operates as a modern
charity working to promote international understanding
through a range of innovative projects, events, research and
advocacy work.

Henley Media Group is a London based publishing and events company that
works in partnership with some of the world’s most respected governments,
multi-lateral organisations and trade associations. For the last nine years Henley
Media Group has produced publications for the Commonwealth and it is
delighted to have been appointed by the Royal Commonwealth Society to
produce this commemorative book.
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Welcome From

Robert Jobson
Editor-in-Chief

Like many, I have been eagerly anticipating Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond
Jubilee for months. It presents the ideal opportunity to give thanks to an
extraordinary woman whose commitment to duty has been an example to
us all. I am honoured to have been given this valuable opportunity to be
Editor of the official commemorative Diamond Jubilee publication of the
Royal Commonwealth Society. The fact that Her Majesty is patron of this
charity, established in 1868 to promote international understanding across the
Commonwealth, makes it even more special.
Dubbed the “Godfather
of royal reporting” by the
Wall Street Journal, Robert
Jobson, an award-winning
journalist and author, is the
official royal commentator for
Britain’s ITN News, US
network NBC and Channel
7 in Australia. A New York
Times bestselling author he
has written four books about
the British monarchy during
his 20-year career and was
presented the London Press
Club ‘Scoop of the Year’
award by David Cameron in
2005 for his world exclusive
that the Prince of Wales and
Camilla Parker Bowles were
to wed.

It is important to remember that this year we not only celebrate a landmark moment
in Her Majesty’s long and illustrious reign, but also the 60th anniversary of her
appointment as Head of the Commonwealth. As a Buckingham Palace accredited
royal correspondent, author and broadcaster I have travelled extensively with Her
Majesty and other members of the Royal Family on many of their official overseas
visits. In that role I have witnessed first hand the positive impact her presence and
personality has upon those she meets and how she has helped cement these important
connections between Commonwealth member states.
With a combination of quiet modesty, wisdom and experience the Queen has
undoubtedly been central in holding the association together all these years and
taking it forward into the 21st century. The Commonwealth is not, as Her Majesty has
said, an organisation on a mission. Instead it offers its 2.1 billion people the unique
opportunity to work together to achieve solutions to a wide range of problems. Now,
after more than 60 years of existence, this remarkable organisation remains a major
force for change in the world today.
During her reign, the Queen has visited all but two Commonwealth member states
and made many repeat trips. She is rightly viewed as the ‘mother figure’ whose
role helps unite this eclectic group of countries into one unique family. Today the
Commonwealth is vivid and enriching, working to promote democracy and good
governance. There can be no doubt that she has helped transform it into a global
organisation with real influence. People from Australia to Antigua, and Canada to
Kiribati, will rightly be out in force to celebrate Her Majesty’s milestone year. In
doing so, they will not just be celebrating who she is, but also what she has achieved
in her extraordinary life. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading this publication
that looks back over the past 60 years of the Queen’s life and forward to the
Commonwealth of tomorrow. I trust it gives a true reflection of one of the most
important aspects of the Queen’s role at the head of an organisation she cherishes.
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Celebrating

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
on her Diamond Jubilee

On the historic occasion of Nigeria’s admission as the 99th Member of the United Nations in 1960, Nigeria’s ﬁrst
Prime Minister, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, captured Nigeria’s relationship with the Commonwealth in one simple but
powerful sentence: “Nigeria is proud of its membership of the Commonwealth”. Prime Minister Balewa’s declaration
holds true today as when it was ﬁrst made over half a century ago and, I dare say, for all time.
Although the Commonwealth has earned a well-deserved reputation as a veritable force for the promotion of
democracy, human rights and development, much of its attractiveness and mystique come from the respect and
admiration people in and outside the Commonwealth have for Her Majesty The Queen.
As we mark Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee, it is my profound pleasure to express, on behalf of the Government and
people of Nigeria, our appreciation for Her Majesty’s consistent interest and support for the Commonwealth, and for
leading our organization with passion, dedication and commitment.
The fact that the Commonwealth has been able to endure and evolve over the last 60 years into a modern and
increasingly relevant international association of peoples and governments owes much to the inspiration and inﬂuence
of Her Majesty The Queen.
As a multi-racial and multi-cultural association of nations and peoples working together in partnership and mutual
respect with well established values and structures, I am conﬁdent that the Commonwealth will continue to be
relevant in our lives, and to our various communities and nations.
For us in Nigeria, we will continue to work with our Commonwealth partners to promote our organisation’s cherished
values and ideals.
On behalf of the Government and People of Nigeria, I would like to seize the opportunity of the Diamond Jubilee to
salute Her Majesty for her steadfast leadership and dedicated service to the Commonwealth, and to pray for her
continued good health and well-being.

Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, GCFR
President and Commander-in-Chief
Federal Republic of Nigeria

www.mfa.gov.ng

The National Open
University of Nigeria
Educating the workforce of today and tomorrow

The National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) was re-established in 2002 as
a spring-board for open and distance learning in Nigeria. Operating from its administrative
headquarters in Lagos, NOUN is the only single mode open and distance learning
institution in Nigeria and the West African sub-region. In terms of student numbers,
it is also the country’s largest university with over 132,000 students currently enrolled.

Welcome Message from
Professor Tenebe

experience for our students anywhere and
at any time.

At the NOUN, we are building a team
of dedicated professionals, equipped
with up-to-date skills in ICT, to deliver
qualitative, ﬂexible, and affordable tertiary
education to the Nigerian populace.
Our key word is access. We are
mandated to make tertiary education
accessible to all Nigerians, irrespective
of geographical location, gender, age,
religion, or economic circumstance.
Globally, open and distance learning has
proven to be an effective and cost efﬁcient
model for increasing access to education
without compromising on quality.
To ensure that the aims of the Nigerian
Government in establishing NOUN are
realised, the goal that we have ultimately
set for ourselves is to apply what is
referred to as ‘distributed learning,’ to
improve and transform the educational

Partnership Opportunities
To achieve its objectives, NOUN operates
in collaboration with local, regional,
and international organisations. These
include UNESCO, Commonwealth of
Learning (COL), International Council
for Distance Education (ICDE), African
Council for Distance Education (ACDE)
and BBC World. NOUN is keen to work
in symbiotic partnerships with any group
or organisation that shares its vision,
mission and philosophy.
I, hereby, invite you to visit our website
and work with us in harnessing and
sharing the wonders and beneﬁts of
modern e-learning.
Professor Vincent Tenebe, Vice Chancellor
of the National Open University of Nigeria

Nigeria has been elected to host the 7th edition of the Pan Commonwealth Forum (PCF7) scheduled for October 2013. NOUN has,
in turn, been selected by the Federal Government of Nigeria (through the Federal Ministry of Education) as the host institution.

National Open University of Nigeria, 14/16 Ahmadu Bello Way, Victoria Island, Lagos, Nigeria.
T: +234-1-818-8849
M: +234-802-353-3817
F: +234-1-271-2665

E: vtenebe@yahoo.co.uk
E: centralinfo@nou.edu.ng

www.nou.edu.ng

Message From

Dr Dhananjayan
Sriskandarajah
Director of the Royal
Commonwealth Society

Here at the Royal Commonwealth Society we are delighted to commemorate
the Diamond Jubilee of our patron Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II with the
publication of Queen & Commonwealth.
The legacy of the Queen is inextricably linked to the life of the Commonwealth:
the modern Commonwealth came into being just three years before Elizabeth’s
coronation, which established her not only as the British Monarch, but also as the
Head of the Commonwealth. She would go on to devote much of her reign to the
development, strengthening and nurturing of this unique institution.
Dr Dhananjayan
(Danny)
Sriskandarajah
joined the Royal
Commonwealth
Society in January
2009 as not only the
youngest, but the first
non-British Director
in its 143 year history.
He is a renowned
researcher, author
and commentator
on migration issues,
and was recently
selected as one of the
Devex Top 40 under
40 international
development leaders.
In 2012, Danny was
named one of the World
Economic Forum’s
Young Global Leaders.

She has visited all but two of the 54 member states that make up the
Commonwealth, and has inspired many of the 2.1 billion people that live in it. In
this landmark Diamond Jubilee year, Commonwealth citizens from all corners of
the globe are joining in to celebrate the Queen and the institution that she has
come to symbolise.
Through our ambitious digital Diamond Jubilee project, the Jubilee Time Capsule
(www.jubileetimecapsule.org), people have been sharing their memories of the last
60 years to create a remarkable gift for the Queen. Of the many stories submitted
from across the Commonwealth – stories of personal significance and historical
consequence – an overwhelming number recall how the Queen, through a royal visit,
a radio address or her steadfast resolve in the face of adversity, touched their lives.
During this momentous year for Queen and Commonwealth, we think it is
important not only to look back and celebrate the past, but also to look forward.
The Commonwealth owes a great deal to this Queen, who has overseen
its transformation over the last six decades. But like her, we at the Royal
Commonwealth Society insist that the organisation must continue to reform and
progress in order to become ‘fresh and fit for tomorrow’.
Perhaps most of all, the Commonwealth owes its Queen a future that is fitting to
the service she has devoted to it, and the extraordinary legacy she has created.
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Her legacy began 60 years ago.
Yours can begin today.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Official Coin Collection
This year The Royal Mint is proud to unveil the Diamond Jubilee Official
Coin Collection, bringing together beautiful silver Proof coins from
around the Commonwealth that combine to tell the story of The Queen’s
60 years on the throne.
This truly international collection features coins issued by The Royal
Mint on behalf of more than 12 Commonwealth countries, providing a
lasting reminder of Her Majesty’s role as Head of the Commonwealth.

◆ 24 silver coins of the highest quality
◆ Coins from more than 12 Commonwealth
countries
◆ Includes two new UK coins
◆ The first coin will be available at the special
collector’s introductory price of £39.50
(full price is £79.00)
◆ Coins will be sent to you at the rate of one
per month at £79.00 each
◆ Only 15,000 collections available worldwide.

These stunning silver coins pay tribute to events and milestones that are
of personal significance to Her Majesty. Many feature her own words,
making this the most personal of royal collections.
Only 15,000 collections will be issued worldwide, and The Queen herself
will receive Collection Number 1. You too can now be part of this
enduring legacy. For more details or to order your first coin please call
0845 60 88 555 or visit www.royalmint.com/GQ6.

Order Now
Telephone: 0845 60 88 555
www.royalmint.com/GQ6
(Calls charged at local rate.
Lines open 8am-8pm 7 days a week).

Enquiries to: The Royal Mint, Freepost NAT23496, PO Box 500, Pontyclun CF72 8BR. Conditions of Sale and Payment Options are available on request. Coins shown are not actual size. Coin Specifications
are available on request. Prices may change due to fluctuations in raw material prices. For our full set of Terms and Conditions please contact Customer Services on 0845 60 88 300 or online at
www.royalmint.com/terms. Postage and packing is FREE. Standard despatch of in-stock items is within 3 working days of receipt of order. ©The Royal Mint Limited 2012

GQ6

Message From

Kamalesh Sharma
Commonwealth Secretary-General

As Secretary-General I am privileged to have regular meetings with the Queen
and to discuss with her ways in which a contemporary Commonwealth seeks to
serve its people and member states. Her observations and guidance, set as they
are within the context of long personal relationships with leaders and people
from the variety of backgrounds the Commonwealth represents, bring special
insights. Her Majesty’s knowledge of Commonwealth countries and the sagacity
of her judgement are unmatched.

Kamalesh Sharma,
an Indian diplomat,
became Commonwealth
Secretary-General
on 1 April 2008.
He previously served
as India’s High
Commissioner to
the UK, where he
was closely involved
in Commonwealth
activities and served
as a member of the
Board of Governors of
the Commonwealth
Secretariat and the
Commonwealth
Foundation.

The Commonwealth, in the last 60 years, has reflected the wider global changes of
our times. The peoples and nations which make up our unique family have achieved
self-determination, growing from eight members at the inception of the modern
Commonwealth in 1949 to today’s 54 members. And yet, even whilst this growth
in independence and membership has occurred, we have continued to be bound
as one. The Queen has been the keystone in an expanding and strongly united
Commonwealth arch that spans the globe.
The Queen has shown unwavering dedication to all that the Commonwealth
represents and will ever be inseparable from the evolution of the modern
Commonwealth to what it is today. Her Majesty has always shown an enduring
interest and commitment to the people of the Commonwealth as individuals and in
the vast number of Commonwealth associations and communities of shared interest
and experience that bring us together, including the Royal Commonwealth Society.
In making good the vow made on her 21st birthday to serve the Commonwealth
throughout her life whether it be long or short, a vow since renewed, and through
lending her moral authority and unstinting support to the Commonwealth, the
Queen has given a unifying personal focus to our global family as it has grown,
providing a sense of continuity and stability. She symbolises both the Commonwealth’s
historical roots and its flowering, as well its members’ commitment to assisting each
other as they face the future with a common sense of purpose.
I am delighted that the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of 2012 will have at their
heart the relationship between the Queen and the Commonwealth. A feature will
be the creation of a lasting legacy paying tribute to Her Majesty’s commitment and
service, carrying this forward through practical initiatives that are of lasting benefit
to our global Commonwealth family, with a particular bias towards youth in an ever
younger Commonwealth. The Commonwealth, with the Queen as Head, strives
unitedly with resolve and goodwill, as ever, for the benefit and brighter future of all
Commonwealth citizens.
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n behalf of the Government and the people of the Republic of South Africa, I would like
to join other members of the Commonwealth family in congratulating Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II on the august occasion of her Diamond Jubilee and the 60th anniversary of
her ascendance to the Throne.
On this special occasion, the South African government recalls the warmth with which Her
Majesty has hosted all leaders of post-1994 South Africa at Buckingham Palace, London, during
our State Visits to the United Kingdom. The most recent of these visits was in March 2010 when
I had the honour to visit the United Kingdom on a successful State Visit at the invitation of Her
Majesty.
Mr Jacob G Zuma
President of the Republic
of South Africa

We would like to take this opportunity to wish Her Majesty good health and success as we
celebrate the outstanding leadership that Her Majesty continues to provide to the Commonwealth
family.

Message From

Jennie Bond
Contributing Editor
We live in a cynical age, where apathy is the monarchy’s biggest enemy. And
yet, in my 20 years of reporting on royalty, I have witnessed time and again the
effect that the Queen has on those who see or meet her. It may be curiosity
rather than devotion to the Crown that draws people out onto the streets; it
may simply be that they want to join in the party. Whatever their motive, the
fact is that she leaves behind a crowd who feel something special has come
their way, something worth a smile, perhaps a cheer – something to talk about.
And that ‘feel good’ factor is vital to a nation’s sense of well-being.
Jennie Bond is best
known for her work as
a royal correspondent
for the BBC for 14
years. Her career as a
journalist has spanned
more than 30 years,
during which she has
written three books on
the Royal Family.

During my years of reporting I was asked more times than I care to remember: What’s
the Queen really like? She is without a doubt, one of the most famous women in
the world: hundreds of thousands of people have met her, scores of books have been
written about her and she has even starred in a couple of television documentaries
examining her life and work. I’ve chatted with her on numerous occasions around the
world and have generally found her easy to get along with and surprisingly funny. But
only an inner sanctum of a very few trusted relatives and friends can honestly claim to
know the Queen.
It is hard to think of a lonelier role than that of monarch. For 60 years the Queen
has held that position, steering a careful constitutional path through a minefield
of political, social and domestic crises without the luxury of a raft of colleagues in
whom she can confide. She has presided over an era of profound sociological change
throughout the Commonwealth and a technological revolution that has shrunk the
globe. Prime Ministers and world leaders have come and gone, political maps have
been redrawn but, for 60 years, the Queen has fulfilled her role as a figurehead and
matriarch. Her greatest achievement for many people is the very fact of her presence:
providing a sense of continuity and stability in ever-shifting sands.
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Personal message to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II from the Prime Minister, Hon.
Dr. Kenny D Anthony
On behalf of the government and people of Saint
Lucia, I am pleased to extend congratulations to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on her diamond Jubilee.
We join you in commemorating Her Majesty’s

St Lucia_DPS_V2.indd 1

Diamond Jubilee, particularly at this time when we
are also celebrating our own 33rd Anniversary of
Independence. It is something more than instructive,
that we can simultaneously celebrate with ready
candour, and without fear of contradiction, our own
coming of age as a nation, alongside the enduring and
distinguished reign of Her Majesty the Queen. Our
           

13/04/2012 10:38:35

The Land, The People, The Light

appreciate the reign of Her Majesty, as we inherited
a foundation resilience, devotion to democratic
principles and enduring traditions as a brave and
vibrant people.
With the warmest heart, I bid Her Majesty good
health and strength as she continues her journey of
service to the world.

St Lucia_DPS_V2.indd 2
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Queen & Commonwealth
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee
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Introducing
Queen &
Commonwealth
“The Commonwealth bears no resemblance to the empires of the past. It is an
entirely new conception built on the highest qualities of the spirit of man: friendship,
loyalty, and the desire for freedom and peace.”
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas day broadcast from Auckland,
New Zealand, 1953

- By Robert Jobson, Editor-in-Chief

T

o millions, she is simply their Queen,
the most famous woman on the planet.
Elizabeth II has travelled more than any
other British monarch and lived longer than all
her predecessors. Only one other British sovereign,
Queen Victoria, celebrated her Diamond Jubilee,
back in 1897. But on February 6, 2012, the Queen
joined this historic club.
The 60 years from 1952 to the present day has been
a time of great turbulence and transition. Like all
of us, the Queen has endured good times and bad.
But throughout, she has been a beacon of stability
and selflessness – steering the British monarchy
from a time of imperial power into a multicultural,
multimedia age.

Now, in this landmark diamond year, we acknowledge
her remarkable reign and laudable achievements.
Indeed, this summer will witness an outpouring of
support and affection for the Queen, who is respected
by millions for her duty, diligence, discretion and
unstinting loyalty.

Left:
Queen Elizabeth II greets the
crowds from her carriage, late
1950s.

Having chronicled the story of the House of
Windsor for more than two decades as a writer and
broadcaster, I am privileged to be Editor-in-Chief of
this commemorative Royal Commonwealth Society
publication. It is an opportunity to look back over
Her Majesty’s long, illustrious reign, and also to reflect
on her role, her achievements and the aura that still
surrounds her particularly in relation to her role as
Head of the Commonwealth.

The eldest daughter of King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth, she was born in 1926 and became Queen at
the age of 25.
Today she is Head of State of the UK and 15 other
Commonwealth realms, as well as Head of the
Commonwealth, a global association of 54 independent
states (including Fiji which is currently suspended).

This summer will witness an outpouring of
support and affection for the Queen, who is
respected by millions.
21
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The Queen’s unrivalled position has given her the
inside track on many of the key characters and defining
moments in modern times.
Sir Winston Churchill was her first British Prime
Minister, and John F Kennedy and Nelson Mandela
have been among her house guests. In those countless
private meetings with the great and the good (and
sometimes the not so good), she has quietly helped
shape the history of the 20th and early 21st centuries.
Ever the supreme diplomat, the Queen may not have
aggressively challenged any of these world leaders’
politics – her job description does not call for that – but
quietly and without ego she has listened, and of course
passed on her wisdom where she judged it might help.
In time, historians will reflect upon the second great
Elizabethan age. They will search too to pinpoint
the Queen’s legacy. Conclusions will be drawn and
theories challenged.
The Commonwealth
As Head of the Commonwealth, the Queen has worked
hard to nurture this institution and ensure its survival.
Under her stewardship today the Commonwealth,
which was 60 years old in 2009, has grown from a
handful of founding nations into a voluntary association
of 54 independent countries.
The Commonwealth spans six continents from Africa
to Asia, the Americas, the Caribbean, Europe and
the South Pacific. Around 2 billion people live in the
Commonwealth – about 30 per cent of the global
population – and half of these people are aged 25 or under.
Its members are keen to promote democracy – indeed
Fiji was suspended from the Commonwealth in
September 2009 for failing to commit to elections the
following year. The Commonwealth believes that the
best democracies are achieved through partnerships of
governments, business and civil society.
Other common goals are peace, freedom, security
and sustainable development – not just economic,
but environmental and social too – while fostering

international cooperation and trade links all over the
world. The Commonwealth Games are perhaps the most
well-known example of how the institution can unite a
host of nations and encourage them to work together.
Behind the scenes at the Commonwealth
The London-based Secretariat, headed by the
Secretary-General, is the main intergovernmental
organisation of the Commonwealth. It puts into action
the decisions agreed by the member countries.
The Commonwealth Heads of Government meet
every two years. Ministers responsible for departments
such as education, environment, civil society, finance,
foreign affairs, gender affairs, health, law, tourism
and youth also meet regularly. This ensures that
Commonwealth policies and plans represent their
members’ views and give governments a better
understanding of each other’s goals.
Two other notable Commonwealth associations
include the Commonwealth Foundation and the
Commonwealth of Learning.
At the same time, the Royal Commonwealth Society
works to promote the Commonwealth through its
educational programmes and advocacy campaigns.
As the oldest and largest civil society organisation
devoted to the modern Commonwealth, the Royal
Commonwealth Society uses its extensive international
reach – with branches in over 40 countries – to advance
the aims and raise the profile of the values-based
association, especially among young people.
The Queen as Head of the Commonwealth
Her Majesty is only the second person to hold the title
of Head of the Commonwealth, following her father
George VI. Significantly, it is an area of the Queen’s
work in which her influence has actually increased,
perhaps giving her more extended pleasure than any
other aspect of her duty.
She has made the role her own and it now includes
a number of symbolic functions, including meeting
with Commonwealth leaders individually or at larger
formal functions.

The Queen’s unrivalled position has given her the inside
track on many of the key characters and defining moments in
modern times.
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Choosing its future head is not the only decision
that the Commonwealth is faced with. In 2010, the
Royal Commonwealth Society undertook a global
public consultation to gather the opinions and ideas
of thousands of people around the world on the
future of the organisation. While, in some ways, the
results did not make for comfortable reading – they
unearthed a Commonwealth besmirched by apathy
and misconception – there was also a real belief in its
potential to be an effective and powerful actor on the
international stage. However, there needs to be some
changes if the Commonwealth is to realise this potential.

Previous page:
Queen Elizabeth II at
Buckingham Palace, for her
Christmas message,1969.
Left:
Queen Elizabeth II on her visit
to Perth, Australia, October
2011.

Whatever direction it takes in the future, there is no
doubt the Commonwealth owes a huge debt to the
Queen. It has been her life’s mission to build it beyond
a collection of former colonies into an ‘immense union
of nations’ with their homes set in all the four corners
of the earth.
Her Majesty’s view on constitutional change has always
been democratic – she is happy and proud to remain
Head of the Commonwealth and a constitutional
monarch for as long as, and of whichever realm, the
people want her to.
Her overseas visits have spanned most Commonwealth
countries, where she meets the public as well as the leaders.
She delivers a Commonwealth Day broadcast and is
present at other Commonwealth Day events, including
the multi-faith Observance, which is traditionally
held at Westminster Abbey, and the Commonwealth
Secretary-General’s reception.
The position of Head of the Commonwealth is not
enshrined in the Coronation Oath, but within hours of
the Queen’s ascension, India’s Jawaharlal Nehru, the first
Prime Minister of independent India had dispatched a
telegraph commiserating her on her father’s death, and
welcoming her as Head of the Commonwealth. The
rest of the countries followed suit.
Future of the Commonwealth
It is not clear at this moment in time whether
the Prince of Wales – a devoted supporter of the
Commonwealth – will follow tradition and succeed
his mother, or whether someone outside the British
monarchy would be chosen as its preferred figurehead.
However, many agree that the monarchy helps to
give the Commonwealth star quality and heighten
its profile, particularly with the arrival of the hugely
popular Duke and Duchess of Cambridge on the
world stage.

Blessed with a strong constitution and determined spirit,
she may well surpass her great, great grandmother and
become the longest ever reigning monarch.Victoria,
Britain’s last queen regnant, will forever be synonymous
with the British Empire. However, Elizabeth will always
be the First Lady of the Commonwealth.
No one appreciates the unifying force of her role more
than the Queen herself. In her Christmas broadcast
of 1956, she said: “I believe that the way in which
our Commonwealth is developing represents one
of the most hopeful and imaginative experiments in
international affairs that the world has ever seen. If, as its
head, I can make any real personal contribution towards
its progress, it must surely be to promote its unity”.
Her commitment to the Commonwealth is as true
today as it was back then.

Whatever direction it takes in the future, there is
no doubt the Commonwealth owes a huge debt to
the Queen.
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An
Extraordinary
Life
“I have in sincerity pledged myself to your service, as so many of
you are pledged to mine.Throughout all my life and with all my
heart, I shall strive to be worthy of your trust.”
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation Day speech,
2 June 1953

- By Robert Jobson, Editor-in-Chief

O

n the anniversary of her Diamond Jubilee, 6
February 2012, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II released a statement to the people of the
Commonwealth and her realms, dedicating herself “anew”
to their service. She also said she was “deeply moved” by
the overwhelming support shown to her as she reached
the milestone of 60 years on the throne. Her carefully
chosen words echoed the pledge she first made at the
tender age of 21. Hers has been an extraordianry life;
statesmen from across the Commonwealth have come and
gone but she has remained a constant source of wisdom
and continuity.The role of monarch was not one she was
born to, but just a few weeks shy of her 86th birthday her
comments made clear that she will continue to serve.
The baby princess
Princess Elizabeth Alexandra Mary was born a few days
earlier than expected, at 2.40am on April 21, 1926, at the
London home of her maternal grandparents, 17 Bruton
Street in Mayfair. Her grandmother wrote a touching
entry in her diary, “Such a relief and joy. Saw the baby
who was a little darling with a lovely complexion and
pretty fair hair”.
As the first-born child of the Duke and Duchess of
York, Princess Elizabeth was third in line to the throne

Right:
‘We four’, King George VI,
Princess Elizabeth, Queen
Elizabeth and Princess
Margaret, late 1930s.

The Queen is the
first British monarch
to have celebrated a
Diamond Wedding
Anniversary.
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Far left:
Princess Elizabeth with
Princess Margaret dressed in
Brownie uniform, 1930s.
Left:
Queen Elizabeth and King
George VI with their daughters
in their sitting room, 1936.
Top right:
Queen Elizabeth,Princess
Elizabeth, Queen Mary,
Princess Margaret and King
George VI after the King
and Queen’s coronation,
Buckingham Palace, 12 May,
1937.
Bottom right:
Princess Margaret and
Princess Elizabeth preparing
for a radio address,early
1940s.

behind her uncle David (later Edward VIII), and her
father Bertie (later George VI), and it was far from
certain that she would one day inherit the throne. After
all, although her uncle David, then the Prince of Wales,
was not married, he was still a young man. There was
no reason for anyone to think he wouldn’t wed and
produce an heir to succeed him.

The two sisters were often left alone together and
forged an unbreakable bond. They did not go to school
like later generations of royals, but were taught at home,
first by their mother and later by their Scottish nanny,
Marion Crawford, affectionately called ‘Crawfie’, who
became their governess. They were a close and loving
family, who their father loved to refer to as ‘we four’.

Elizabeth was born into a wonderful world of privilege
and enjoyed a loving family life. But before her first
birthday, the Duke and Duchess were put in the
unenviable position of putting duty before family
– they set off without their baby on a six-month
tour of Australia, leaving Elizabeth in the care of her
devoted nanny Clara Knight, known as ‘Alla’, and her
grandparents. King George V doted on Elizabeth and, as a
toddler, she affectionately called him ‘Grandpa England’.

This idyllic childhood was soon to change dramatically.
George V died in January 1936, thrusting his eldest
son onto the throne at a time of great social, economic
and political transition. Although perceived by his own
children as harsh, George was always warm and loving
to his granddaughters who – like the people of his
nation – were deeply affected by his death.

When her parents, the Yorks, returned from their
trip overseas, they settled into their new home, 145
Piccadilly, on the other side of Green Park from
Buckingham Palace.
Growing up
In August 1930, the Queen’s beloved sister Margaret
Rose was born at Glamis Castle, Scotland. It was
Margaret who, when trying to pronounce her older
sister’s name, first called her ‘Lilibet’. This affectionate
family name has stood the test of time as it is still
Queen Elizabeth’s nickname to this day.

His first son, David, was proclaimed King Edward VIII.
He was a moderniser and innovator, and his reign was
hailed as the dawn of a new era for modern monarchy,
full of hope and high expectation. It was, however, to be
short-lived, lasting just 325 days, and ending tragically
with confusion and recrimination – the King wanted to
marry twice-divorced American Wallis Simpson. When
Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin forced the King to
choose between his crown and his love, he chose Wallis.
Edward was never crowned and so never took the
Coronation Oath. His love cost him his throne and threw
the British monarchy into a constitutional crisis that would
have far reaching consequences for decades to come.

Her Majesty has
reigned over 12
British Prime
Ministers.
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Celebrating 60 Years of
Exemplary Leadership
The Government and people of Seychelles congratulate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on
the auspicious occasion of the 60th anniversary of her accession to the throne.
Seychelles is honoured to have a long history of close ties with the Royal Family who have a
demonstrated love for the Seychelles people and our treasured Islands.
We salute Her Majesty on her Diamond Jubilee for her constant interest in our nation
and commitment to the principles of sustainable development displayed over the years, in
particular for the natural environment which is of utmost importance to Seychelles.
Seychelles has in 2011, declared 50 percent of its land territory as natural reserve. This
investment in our environmental heritage is also an investment in the future of our country
in accordance with the values of the Commonwealth.
Her Majesty the Queen and the Royal Family have also been sensitive to the concerns of
Small Island Developing States in relation to their leadership of the Commonwealth, and
Seychelles joins other such islands in their appreciation of this support.
We are proud to have welcomed The Princess Royal, Princess Anne, to Seychelles’ most
treasured jewel, the Aldabra World Heritage site during her Indian Ocean visit in 2010.
Seychelles is also honoured to have been chosen by the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge
for their Royal Honeymoon last year on their visit to North Island, one of the Seychelles’
and the world’s most beautiful islands.
It is also with great fondness that we remember the warmth felt during Her Majesty and
Prince Philip’s visit in 1972 and we look forward to one day welcoming Her Majesty back
to Seychelles.
The people of Seychelles unite with the rest of the Commonwealth family to pay tribute to
60 years of exemplary leadership and to wish Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II continued
good health and prosperity always.

H.E. Mr. Jean-Paul Adam

Minister for Foreign Affairs
The Republic of Seychelles

www.mfa.gov.sc
These images of the Aldabra World Heritage site were contributed by the Seychelles Island Foundation www.sif.sc

KENYA TANZANIA

SOUTH SUDAN

UGANDA RWANDA BURUNDI

Heiress presumptive
In December 1936, King Edward VIII signed the
instrument of abdication. George V’s comment to the
Archbishop of Canterbury – that his eldest son would
ruin himself within a year – had proved prophetic.
With the stroke of a pen, Elizabeth’s father, Bertie,
was proclaimed King George VI, king of the UK and
the Dominions of the British Commonwealth. He
was the last Emperor of India, and the first Head of
the Commonwealth.
At just 10 years old, Elizabeth’s life was never to be the
same. She was now ‘heiress presumptive’, the next in
line to the throne, and, along with her father, charged
with rebuilding a shattered House of Windsor. The new
Royal Family took up residence at Buckingham Palace
in time for the coronation of her father at Westminster
Abbey in May 1937.
Romance
Princess Elizabeth was just eight years old when she
first met Prince Philip, her third cousin, in 1934. It
was at the wedding of Prince Philip’s cousin, Princess
Marina of Greece, to the Duke of Kent, Princess
Elizabeth’s uncle.
Five years later, when she was 13, she met him again,
this time on a visit to Dartmouth Naval College on the
royal yacht. Elizabeth and Margaret were assigned the
dashing naval cadet Philip Mountbatten – the nephew
of Dickie Mountbatten, a prince of Greece and greatgreat grandson of Queen Victoria – to look after them.
The impressionable Princess Elizabeth was smitten after
he took her off to play croquet and to the tennis courts
to have “some real fun jumping over the nets”.
The next day Philip and fellow cadets joined the royal
party for tea and Elizabeth could hardly take her eyes
off him. The King seemed to barely notice the young
man until it was time to go. As the royal party sailed
off, a few high-spirited cadets commandeered a flotilla
of small craft and set off in pursuit. While Elizabeth
watched Philip through her binoculars, the King
spotted him and commented, “The young fool. He
must go back!”
The Second World War
Within months, war with Nazi Germany was declared
and in 1940, Elizabeth and Margaret were evacuated
to Windsor Castle. Talk of them leaving the country
for their own safety was quickly dismissed. While
confined to London, Elizabeth did her bit for the
war effort: she served with the Auxiliary Territorial
Service (ATS) as a mechanic and driver and, with
Margaret at her side, she made her famous broadcast

to children who had been evacuated to the USA,
Canada and elsewhere.

Previous page:
Princess Elizabeth in her
Women’s ATS uniform, during

When VE Day eventually arrived, Elizabeth was ready
to celebrate. In her ATS uniform, she stepped onto
Buckingham Palace balcony along with the King as vast
crowds surged up The Mall.

the Second World War, early
1940s.

Afterwards, along with a group of officers, the two
princesses slipped away and mingled on foot with the
crowds to celebrate peace, dancing the conga through
the Ritz and linking arms with revellers. She was, for
one day at least, a face in the crowd, and joined people
outside the palace, shouting “We want the King”.
The engagement
But Elizabeth had never forgotten Philip and by
the end of 1944, the media had begun to buzz with
speculation about the royal romance. It was her first
experience of a new kind of public interest. Her
personal life had become public property. When she
turned up at engagements, people in the crowd would
shout, “Where’s Philip?”
The war was over, but her hero boyfriend Philip – who
was rewarded with a mention in despatches for his role
operating the searchlight during night action – was not
to return home until January 1946. Only then could
their courtship begin in earnest.
In July 1947, a court circular was issued from Buckingham
Palace announcing the engagement of the couple. “The
King has gladly given his consent”, read the statement.
The next day the royal couple made their first public
appearance at a royal garden party. Lord Beaverbrook’s
Daily Express trumpeted: “Today the British people,
turning aside from the anxieties of a time of troubles, find
hope as well as joy in the royal romance”.
The couple were married on November 20, that same
year, with the Archbishop of Canterbury officiating at the

Elizabeth and Margaret were assigned the dashing
naval cadet Philip Mountbatten – the nephew of
Dickie Mountbatten, a prince of Greece and great-great
grandson of Queen Victoria – to look after them. The
impressionable Princess Elizabeth was smitten after he
took her off to play croquet and to the tennis courts to
have “some real fun jumping over the nets”.
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ceremony. George VI was deeply moved. He wrote to his
daughter, “I was so proud of you and thrilled at having
you so close to me on our long walk in Westminster
Abbey, but when I handed your hand to the Archbishop
I felt that I had lost something very precious”.

wan, George VI insisted on waving his daughter and
son-in-law off from the airport. “Look after the princess
for me”, he told Margaret ‘Bobo’ Macdonald, her assistant
nanny-turned-dresser. The royal confidante later confided
that she had never seen the King so upset at a parting.

In November 1948, six days before Elizabeth and Philip’s
first wedding anniversary, her heir Prince Charles was
born. Philip was playing squash at the time with his close
friend Mike Parker, but dashed straight to see his wife
and child. A huge crowd gathered at the palace gates to
celebrate, and the water fountains in Trafalgar Square
were dyed blue in honour of the new arrival.

Six days later, in the early hours of February 6,
1952, George VI died of thrombosis in his sleep at
Sandringham. It fell to Prince Philip thousands of miles
away at Treetops Lodge, Kenya, where they had been
watching wild game, to tell his wife that her father was
dead and she was now Queen. Coincidentally, she was
the same age as her namesake and forebear Elizabeth I
had been when she took the throne.

Top left:
Princess Elizabeth and her
ﬁance, Philip Mountbatten,
1947,
Top:
The Queen and Prince Philip

Prince Philip was posted to Malta, and Elizabeth decided
to divide her time between her husband in the sun and
her baby back home in Clarence House. When she was
six months pregnant, she returned home for good. Their
second child, Princess Anne, was born in August 1950.
Her father’s death
The King, a heavy smoker, was diagnosed with
lung cancer in 1951. He became increasingly weak
after his left lung was removed, and more and more
responsibility fell to his young heir and her husband.
The royal couple were the new stars of the monarchy.
They were expected to fly the flag abroad on behalf
of the nation and were sent on an extended tour of
Canada and the USA before the family were reunited at
Sandringham for Christmas.
Their next trip, in early 1952, was a post-war thank you
to Australia and New Zealand, via East Africa. Frail and

The new Queen
Queen Elizabeth II was crowned on June 2, 1953 in
Westminster Abbey. The new Commonwealth was
woven into the imagery of that day. Along with the rose,
leek, shamrock and thistle, the emblems of the other
nations of the Commonwealth were embroidered into
the silk of the Queen’s coronation dress – the wattle of
Australia, the maple leaf of Canada and other images
from South Africa to Trinidad and Tobago. No one, it
seemed, was missed out.
The Queen undertook a grand Commonwealth tour
(detailed in the following chapter) in 1953 which was
followed by an acclaimed visit to the USA in 1957.
At the end of that year, she delivered her first televised
Christmas message broadcast from Sandringham –
something that has since become a fixture in many
people’s Christmas Day celebrations.

on the balcony at Buckingham
Palace waving at the crowds
after their wedding, 20
November, 1947.
Right:
Queen Elizabeth is crowned at
Westminster Abbey, 2 June,
1953.

With the birth of
Prince Andrew in
1960, the Queen
became the first
reigning Sovereign to
give birth to a child
since Queen Victoria,
whose youngest
child, Princess
Beatrice, was born
in 1857.
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s an active and committed member of the Commonwealth, Ghana shares
the ideals and aspirations of the 54 member Organisation. This is because
we believe that the Commonwealth has a vital role to play in harmonising
interests and forging partnerships across the globe. We are happy to be part of the
organisation’s efforts at strengthening civil society particularly in our country and also
further expanding our democratic culture, institutions of accountability, and business
practices in a manner that enables all to experience the rewards of economic growth
and prosperity.
Under my leadership, Ghana will continue to work towards forging the necessary partnerships and business
networks across the world in furtherance of our interests and those of the Commonwealth aimed at creating
viable opportunities for investors to come and create close links with the Ghanaian business community. We in
Ghana believe that our destiny is a call to leadership in Africa and beyond. As the ﬁrst African country south of
the Sahara to gain independence we have always cherished our close ties with countries and organisations such
as the Commonwealth with whom we share core values and principles. Furthermore, our recent discovery of oil
in commercial quantities, our colourful cultural festivals as well as our strengthened socio-economic environment
and democratic credentials make us not only an ideal tourist destination but also the natural gateway to West
Africa.
As president, I invite you to make Ghana a destination of choice, and I look forward to working with all
Commonwealth Leaders in fulﬁlling the aspirations of our people.

John Evans Atta Mills
President, Republic of Ghana
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In 1960, she signed off on a change to the Royal
Family’s surname. Prince Philip had once exploded,
“I’m just a bloody amoeba. I’m the only man in the
country not allowed to give his name to his children”,
but now he had won the day. The Queen ruled that
the family name should be changed to MountbattenWindsor in time for Prince Andrew’s birth at
Buckingham Palace in February 1960. His brother
Prince Edward was born four years later in March, the
last of the Queen and Philip’s four children.

Previous page
Top left:
The christening of Prince
Charles, 15 December, 1948.
Bottom left:
His Royal Highness Prince
Charles was invested as
Prince of Wales by the Queen
at a ceremony at Caernarvon
Castle, July, 1969.
Right:

Another highlight was when the Queen toured West
Berlin in May 1965 at the height of the Cold War – the
first visit to Germany by a British monarch in more
than half a century. The Queen made a speech to a
vast crowd in which she referred to her own German
ancestry and praised the links between Britain and West
Berlin, making headlines around the world.

Queen Elizabeth II and her
family at Frogmore, 1968.
Current page
Left:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip at St. Pauls Cathedral for
her Silver Jubilee, 7 June, 1977.

In July 1969, she installed 20-year-old Prince Charles
as the Prince of Wales at Caernarvon Castle. Charles
swore to be her “liege man of life and limb” during
the ceremony.
Four years later, in November 1973, the focus was on
her 23-year-old daughter when hundreds of thousands
turned out to cheer on the marriage of Princess Anne
to army officer Mark Phillips at Westminster Abbey. An
estimated 500 million television viewers around the
world tuned in to watch the ceremony. Four years later,
her first grandchild Peter Phillips was born, followed by
Zara in 1981.
Silver Jubilee
In 1977, the Queen celebrated her Silver Jubilee.
Despite some initial mutterings among the public about
cost, the historic anniversary aroused strong feelings
of loyalty among the people. On June 7, around one
million people lined the streets to watch the Royal
Family on their way to St Paul’s Cathedral for a special
service. The Queen, dressed in pink and accompanied
by Prince Philip, led the procession in the golden
state coach. Despite the rain, thousands camped out
overnight to try to get a better view of the procession
as it made its way down The Mall and through Trafalgar
Square, Fleet Street and Ludgate Hill.
Inside the cathedral, 2,700 carefully selected guests,
including politicians and other heads of state, joined
in the ceremony. It began with Ralph Vaughan
Williams’ arrangement of the hymn ‘All people that
on earth do dwell’, which was also played at the
Queen’s coronation in 1953. Across Britain, millions
took the day off work, and celebrated with their own
street parties.

History was made
in 1982 when Pope
John Paul II visited
Britain, the first Pope
to do so for 450
years. The Queen,
Titular Head of the
Church of England,
received him at
Buckingham Palace.
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Top far left:
Queen Elizabeth II addresses
congress in America, May,
1991.
Bottom far left:
Queen Elizabeth II meeting
Pope Jean Paul II, 1980.
Bottom left:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip stand on the Great Wall
of China at Badaling, 1986.
Left:
Prince Charles and Princess
Diana kiss on their wedding
day, 1981.

During her speech at lunch afterwards, the Queen said
movingly, “When I was 21, I pledged my life to the
service of our people and asked for God’s help to make
good that vow. Although that vow was made in my
salad days, when I was green in judgement, I do not
regret nor retract one word of it”.
The wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana
In July 1981, the world watched in awe the fairy tale
wedding of the future King Charles and Lady Diana
Spencer. A 600,000-strong crowd filled the streets of
London to catch a glimpse of the couple as they made
their way to St Paul’s Cathedral to exchange their vows.
Around 750 million more people viewed it on
television all over the world, making it the most
watched programme ever broadcast. Britons enjoyed a
national holiday to mark the occasion and watched as
Lady Diana, dressed in an ivory taffeta and antique lace
gown designed by Elizabeth and David Emanuel, made
the three-and-a-half minute walk up the red-carpeted
aisle, her 25ft train flowing behind her.
The 80s
The 1980s witnessed numerous historical moments
for the Royal Family. In October 1980, the Pope
welcomed the Queen, who was dressed in a long black

taffeta gown in line with protocol, making her the first
British monarch to make a state visit to the Vatican. The
Queen’s visit was seen as a big step towards strengthening
relations between the Church of England and the
Roman Catholics. Two years later, the Queen returned
the compliment welcoming John Paul II at Buckingham
Palace, the first Pope to come to Britain for 450 years.
The year of 1982 was significant for another reason,
as it marked the birth of Prince William in June, so
ensuring the line of succession. He was the first heir
to the British throne to be born in a hospital. Crowds
gathered outside St Mary’s Hospital in London to
catch a glimpse of the royal newborn, and thousands
more visited Buckingham Palace to hear the
announcement. A second son, Prince Harry, was born
in September 1984.
In another first, in October 1986, the Queen became
the first British monarch to visit China. It was seen as
a hugely significant and successful diplomatic mission.
However, the tour was nearly upset by the media’s focus
on Prince Philip’s notorious comment that British
students would become “slitty-eyed” if they stayed
in China.Years later, a defiant Philip spoke about the
incident, saying, “What’s more, the Chinese weren’t
worried about it, so why should anyone else?”.

Since 1952, the
Queen has conferred
over 387,700
honours and awards.
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Government of Sierra Leone

Land of Iron and Diamonds
Message on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
In this Diamond Jubilee year, speaking for the 6 million Sierra Leoneans who are as resilient as the best jewellery
diamonds our country is world-famous for, and are one of the most effervescent and religiously tolerant people
in the world, I extend sincere congratulations to you, Queen Elizabeth II. Under your enlightened leadership,
the Commonwealth has embraced those human values which have forged and consolidated global peace, upheld
the tenets of democracy, justice, equality and fundamental human rights, and is in the forefront of promoting
sustainable development.
In 1961, Sierra Leone gained its independence from Great Britain after a mutually satisfying agreement,
and joined the Commonwealth as a proud member. Since that time, Sierra Leone has contributed to the
Commonwealth in meaningful ways. For example, in the sea of today’s global religious discord, Sierra Leone is
a shining island of religious tolerance and an illustrious example of peaceful co-existence between the two major
religions of Christianity and Islam.
In the exploration and exploitation of the abundant marketable natural resources of my country, in trade and
technology and knowledge transfer, the relationship between Sierra Leone and the Commonwealth has been
mutually beneficial. During the dark hours of our civil conflict 12 years ago, two Commonwealth countries,
Nigeria, and Great Britain, made enormous financial, material and human sacrifices to lift Sierra Leone out of
its abyss of despair. In recent years, we have risen up from the ignoble ashes of war and are racing along the path
of accelerated development. We are earning laurels as a leader in Africa for socio-economic reforms, agricultural
development, and in attracting one of the largest Foreign Direct Investments in per capita terms in Africa. Today
Sierra Leone has an expected GDP growth rate of 51% in 2012. In all of this, the Commonwealth have been
supportive partners.

With pride and optimism, I send a message of goodwill from a country with some of the most idyllic and still
largely untouched beaches in the world. We have the largest reserve of iron ore in Africa and the best grade of
rutile in the world. We still have largely underutilized agricultural lands that are attracting billions of dollars of
investments. Exploration for marketable petroleum reserves is presently being undertaken and there are many
ongoing infrastructural projects especially in road construction. British public and private sector support to Sierra
Leone is impressive. I sincerely congratulate Your Majesty on Her Diamond Jubilee, and extend a welcome hand
to the Commonwealth with whom we share collective aspirations as we face the complex challenges of the 21st
Century to build a much better world.

His Excellency
The President
Ernest Bai Koroma

www.statehouse.gov.sl

Queen & Commonwealth
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee

The 90s
Her Majesty sealed the special relationship with the
USA on a visit in 1991. In the first address to Congress
by a British monarch, she celebrated the cooperation
and unity between the United States and Britain, saying,
“Some people believe that power grows from the barrel
of a gun. So it can, but history shows that it never grows
well, nor for very long. Force, in the end, is sterile. We
have gone a better way: our societies rest on mutual
agreement, on contract and on consensus”.
That year, the Queen met Nelson Mandela for the
first time, just after his release from prison, when he
was representing the African National Congress as an
observer of the Commonwealth Conference in Zambia.
He later attended the final banquet for the Heads of
Government, where she graciously greeted him.
Three years later the Nobel Peace Prize winner and
freedom fighter became his country’s first black President
and South Africa was readmitted to the Commonwealth.
The two would meet many times again – including
during his state visit to the UK in 1996 when he stayed
at Buckingham Palace. Among the honours the Queen
has bestowed upon Mr Mandela is the Order of Merit, a
special award for great achievement.
‘Annus horribilis’
Yet it was not all joyous. In 1992, the Queen
experienced one of the most difficult periods of her
reign. It saw the break-up of three family marriages –
the separations of Prince Charles and Princess Diana as
well as the Duke and Duchess of York, and the divorce
of Princess Anne and Captain Mark Phillips. The latter
was the first high profile royal divorce since that of her
sister Princess Margaret.
In November, there was a further blow as fire swept
through Windsor Castle, destroying some of the historic
parts of the building. During the chaos, the Queen
and the Duke of York helped rescue priceless works
of art from the royal residence, while 200 firefighters
attempted to fight the flames.
The Queen had rarely expressed personal feelings
in public, but for such an unhappy year, she made
an exception. In a speech in November, she said,
“1992 is not a year that I will look back on with
undiluted pleasure. In the words of one of my more
sympathetic correspondents, it has turned out to be
an ‘Annus Horribilis’”.
Better times
The following years were more positive. Two years later,
for example, the Queen visited Russia, the first time

ever that a British monarch has set foot on their soil.
(In 1908, Edward VII got as far as sailing into Russian
waters for lunch with the Tsar).

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II and Nelson
Mandela, South African Tour,
1995.

She toured Moscow and St Petersburg and, at the
Kremlin, exchanged gifts with President Boris Yeltsin –
he gave her unseen photographs of her Tsarist relatives
murdered by the Bolsheviks in 1917. They discussed
problems of corruption and violence facing the new
Russia, and she listened as he told her how difficult it
would be to establish decent government.
Princess Diana’s death
Perhaps the most difficult moment in the Queen’s
reign came with the death of Diana, Princess of Wales
in August 1997. It was to test Her Majesty’s resolve to
the limit.
As millions mourned the ‘people’s princess’, there
was a ground swell of apparent public ill-feeling
towards the monarchy for the first time. People were
angry at the Queen’s decision to remain in Balmoral
to protect her grieving grandsons, and to refuse to
fly a flag at half-mast over the palace. Newspapers
criticised her, saying she had failed to appreciate the
mood of the nation. The fairness of the comment
did not matter – the comment itself was enough to
unsettle the Royal Family.
The turning point came when the Queen and Prince
Philip decided to stop the car outside the gates of
Buckingham Palace on the eve of Diana’s funeral.
They were applauded as they mingled with the crowd
and inspected the enormous display of floral tributes,
cards and gifts that had been placed beside the railings
by mourners.
The Queen later delivered a dignified televised
address. In a moving tribute to Diana, the Queen
said the world had lost an exceptional and gifted
human being who inspired others with her warmth
and kindness. The five-minute speech reflected the
country’s outpouring of sorrow. She added poignantly,
“What I say to you now as your Queen and as a
grandmother, I say from my heart … I admired her
and respected her”.
The Queen Mother
Happier times were to follow. The nation celebrated
as the Queen Mother celebrated her centenary in
2000. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother was the
first member of the Royal Family to reach her 100th
birthday, and more than 40,000 well wishers gathered
in The Mall to watch her step onto the balcony of
Buckingham Palace.

The Queen has
received over 3
million items of
correspondence
during her reign.
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About 800 of the couple’s family and friends attended,
including of course the Queen and Prince Philip. The
Queen hosted a reception in Windsor Castle’s state
apartments and guests said she made a speech in which
she described how proud she was of Charles, and that
she wished the couple well.

Left:
Queen Elizabeth and Price
Philip on Buckingham Palace
balcony on her Golden Jubilee,
2002.
Right:
Prince Charles and the

In December 2007, she passed another milestone in
her reign, beating her great-great grandmother Queen
Victoria’s record of 81 years and 243 days to become
the oldest monarch in the history of the nation.

Duchess of Cornwall on their
wedding day leaving St.
George’s chapel, 2005.
Next page:
The wedding of Prince William

In turn, Prince Philip became Britain’s longest serving
royal consort in April 2009, beating the record of 57
years and 70 days set by Queen Charlotte, wife of
King George III.

and Catherine Middleton,
Westminster Abbey, London,
Britain, 29 April, 2011.

Prince William and Catherine Middleton tie
the knot
Last year the world witnessed another landmark event
– Prince William’s marriage to Catherine Middleton
at Westminster Abbey. Around a million well-wishers
lined the London streets, and around 34 million viewers
tuned in to watch the ceremony throughout the UK
and a further 25 million in the USA. It was estimated
that in total more than a billion people watched the
royal wedding coverage globally.
The following year, and six weeks after the funeral of
Princess Margaret, the Queen Mother died peacefully
in her sleep at the age of 101.
The Golden Jubilee
It was a terrible way to start the Queen’s Golden Jubilee
year but after the sadness came the joy, with a warm
outpouring of affection for the monarch.
In June 2002, the Queen celebrated 50 years as the
constitutional monarch of 16 sovereign states and as
Head of the Commonwealth. Millions took to the
streets and crowded into The Mall to catch a glimpse of
the Royal Family. The Queen also toured Britain and
the Commonwealth throughout the year.
During the summer, two concerts, one pop and one
classical, were held at Buckingham Palace, and televised
around the world. The enduring image will be of the
rock group Queen’s lead guitarist, playing ‘God Save the
Queen’ from the palace rooftop.
The wedding of Prince Charles and Camilla
In April 2005, Prince Charles finally married Camilla
Parker Bowles, his long-time love. It was a small private
civil wedding, and afterwards the couple returned to
Windsor Castle for a service of blessing led by the
Archbishop of Canterbury.

It was the crowning moment of the first grand act
in the theatre of royalty this century – pomp and
pageantry at its finest, a resplendent symbol of national
pride. The crowd cheered as RAF planes flew past in
honour of the new royal couple. In the evening, the pair
returned to the palace for a dinner and dance, which
continued into the early hours.
Visiting the Republic of Ireland
Later the same year, the Queen became the first British
monarch to visit the Republic of Ireland. It was a
significant trip. She delivered a reconciliatory speech
that was received with considerable gratitude in Ireland
after the troubles between the two countries. She said,
“To all those who have suffered as a consequence of our

Last year the world witnessed another landmark
event – Prince William’s marriage to Catherine
Middleton at Westminster Abbey ... It was
estimated that in total more than a billion people
watched the royal wedding coverage globally.
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troubled past, I extend my sincere thoughts and deep
sympathy. With the benefit of historical hindsight, we
can all see things which we would wish had been done
differently or not at all”.

Commonwealth realms, including the UK, and as
Head of the Commonwealth.
As well as the weekend celebrations that will mark the
Diamond Jubilee, the Queen and Prince Philip will be
touring England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The Queen was not able to use the word ‘sorry’ for
British behaviour during the Irish War of Independence,
but she came as close to it as she could.

Other members of the Royal Family will represent her
in tours overseas throughout the Commonwealth.

The Diamond Jubilee
Over the last 60 years the Queen has quietly but
surely recreated a modern monarchy ready to take
on the challenges of a new century. The Diamond
Jubilee, being celebrated on the weekend 2-5
June,will ensure that millions of people reflect on
her reign, looking back over 60 years and celebrating
the Queen’s remarkable role as Head of State in 16

Over the last 60 years the Queen has quietly but
surely recreated a modern monarchy ready to take
on the challenges of a new century.
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a message from The Bahamas

Governor General of The Bahamas
His Excellency Sir Arthur Alexander Foulkes GCMG

A

s the Governor General of The Bahamas,
I am honoured to extend the warmest of
wishes to Her Majesty on the occasion of
her Diamond Jubilee, on behalf of the Bahamian
Government and all the citizens of our islands.

I would also like to take this opportunity to
welcome visitors to The Islands of The Bahamas
to experience the genuine and long standing
friendship between our islands.

The Prime Minister of The Bahamas
The Right Honourable Hubert Alexander Ingraham

I

t is my great pleasure to extend warm
congratulations to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
II on behalf of the Government and people
of the Commonwealth of The Bahamas on her
Diamond Jubilee.
I am happy to acknowledge the great interest
that our Sovereign has always shown in the
development of our people and country; an
interest which is shared by her consort HRH
Prince Philip and other members of Her Majesty’s
family who frequently visit with us both oﬃcially
and privately.

The Bahamian people fondly remember each of
Her Majesty’s ﬁve visits to our islands. We similarly
appreciate the assurance her role as Constitutional
Head of State brings to The Bahamas representing
as it does the durability, stability and conﬁdence
of our 283 year old system of constitutional
democratic government.
On behalf of the Government and people of The
Bahamas I express appreciation for her 60 years
of dedicated service and commitment to all
her realms and extend very best wishes for her
continued health and well being.

www.bahamas.gov.bs
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An international
Queen
“As I travel across the world today, I am ever more deeply impressed with the
achievement and opportunity which the modern Commonwealth presents”.
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas day broadcast from Auckland,
New Zealand, 1953

- By Robert Jobson, Editor-in-Chief

T

o understand the modern Commonwealth,
one must appreciate its past. The concept took
root in the 19th century when the British
Empire was at its height and its flag flew on every
continent. By the time it covered 13 million square
miles and embraced 458 million people, nations were
demanding greater independence and the British
Empire had begun to dismantle.
The British Commonwealth of Nations
The British Government knew it was essential to
create something new to embrace these countries
and territories under one unifying banner. In 1867,
Canada became the first colony to be transformed into
a self-governing ‘dominion’ – a newly constituted status
that suggested equality with Britain. The empire was
changing, with politician Lord Rosebery describing it
in 1884 as ‘a commonwealth of nations’.
Other parts of the empire were transformed into
dominions too – Australia in 1901, New Zealand in 1907,
South Africa in 1910 and the Irish Free State in 1922.
After the First World War, the dominions sought a
new constitutional definition and in 1926 the Balfour

declaration was adopted. It defined the dominions as
self-governing communities within the British Empire
that were to be equal in status, in no way subordinate
to one another in their domestic or external affairs, and
also united by common allegiance to the crown.

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II in Perth,
Australia, 2011.

This definition was incorporated into British law
in 1931 as the Statute of Westminster, creating
the British Commonwealth of Nations. It was
adopted immediately in Canada, the Irish Free State,
Newfoundland (which joined Canada in 1949) and
South Africa. Australia and New Zealand followed
shortly after. India, Britain’s largest colony at the time,
became a dominion at independence in 1947 and
remained so until January 1950, when the Indian
Republic was born.

The British Government knew it was essential to
create something new to embrace these countries
and territories under one unifying banner.
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The new Commonwealth dropped the word ‘British’
from its name and the allegiance to the Crown from
its statute, welcoming nations that had been former
colonies. With the stroke of a pen, George VI, was given
a new role as Head of the new Commonwealth.
The Queen as Head of the Commonwealth
King George VI was to head this new Commonwealth
for just over two years. On January 31, 1952, he waved
off his beloved daughter Princess Elizabeth as she
departed for an extended tour of East Africa, Australia
and New Zealand. Within a week, the King had died in
his sleep at Sandringham and the nation was plunged
into mourning. Princess Elizabeth heard the news
4,000 miles away at a hunting-lodge in a Kenyan game
reserve. She was just 25 years old.
The Commonwealth was at the forefront of her
thoughts that first year as Sovereign. During her first
Christmas broadcast, she said: “But we belong, you
and I, to a far larger family. We belong, all of us, to the
British Commonwealth and Empire, that immense
union of nations, with their homes in all four corners
of the earth. Like our own families, it can be a great
power for good – a force that I believe can be an
immeasurable benefit to all humanity. My father and
grandfather before him worked all their lives to unite
our peoples ever more closely, and to maintain its ideals
which were so near to their hearts. I shall strive to carry
on their work”.
More than 8,000 guests attended her Coronation
at Westminster Abbey on June 2, 1953, including
prime ministers and heads of state from around the
Commonwealth. When Elizabeth took the solemn
Coronation Oath binding her to serve the people and
to maintain the laws of God, she was watched by 20
million people all around the globe – many crowded
round the television sets of neighbours – as the
broadcast was translated into 44 languages.
The new Elizabethan Britain was very different from
today. In 1952, it was a nation still reeling from the
financial and social fall-out of the Second World War
and was struggling to find a new identity. The heroism
of its people, and sacrifices and exertions that had led
to an Allied victory over Nazi Germany, had left the
country broke. Once great British cities had been

The new Queen was just what the warweary British needed. Beautiful, youthful and
glamorous, with her dashing prince on her arm,
she was like a fairy tale come true. The public
were enthralled.
reduced to rubble, resembling bombsites, and the people
were tired of rationing and austerity.
The new Queen was just what the war-weary British
needed. Beautiful, youthful and glamorous, with her
dashing prince on her arm, she was like a fairy tale
come true. The public were enthralled.
Despite her personal popularity, some of her subjects
were less convinced about the new Commonwealth.
They wanted change, and to be a new nation – not one
harping back to perceived glories of an imperial past.
For those people, the Commonwealth appeared a poor
apology for the loss of empire.
The Queen tried to calm any fears in her second
Christmas Day broadcast as Sovereign. Setting out
her royal manifesto, she gave the clearest insight into
her aspirations for her reign, saying, “Some people
have expressed the hope that my reign may mark
the new Elizabethan age. Frankly, I do not myself
feel at all like my great Tudor forebear, who did not
have either a husband nor children, who ruled as a
despot and was never able to leave her native shores.
But there is at least one very significant resemblance
between her age and mine. For her kingdom, small
though it may have been and poor by comparison
with her European neighbours, was yet great in spirit
and well endowed with men who were ready to
encompass the earth.
Now this great Commonwealth – of which I am
so proud to be the head, and of which that ancient
kingdom forms a part – though rich in material
resources is richer still in the enterprise and courage of
its peoples”.

56

International Queen_V1_042010.indd 56

07/04/2012 16:58:43

TRIBUTE TO
HER MAJESTY
QUEEN
ELIZABETH II
The government and the people of Papua New Guinea who
have great affection and respect for Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II as their Sovereign and Head of State, salute her
and congratulate her on the 60th year of her accession to the
throne. Papua New Guinea was privileged when, on achieving
political independence, we received her gracious consent to be
the Queen and Head of State of the country and her people.
Papua New Guinea is proud of this connection and proud to
be in the Commonwealth family of which Her Majesty is head.
The people of Papua New Guinea look forward to welcoming
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of
Cornwall and to celebrating the anniversary with the royal couple.
The government and the people of Papua New Guinea wish
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II the very best of health always
and may she continue to enjoy God’s abundant blessings.

Honourable Ano Pala, CMG, MP
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Immigration
Papua New Guinea

African Minerals Limited

I am delighted to be given this opportunity to extend
my sincerest congratulations to Her Majesty the
Queen on her remarkable achievement as Head of the
Commonwealth for 60 years. Those six decades have
seen the world – and much of the Commonwealth –
change enormously and much of it for the better.
Through the Timis Corporation, I have helped create
and develop African Minerals and African Petroleum
and they are very much associated with one particular
member of the Commonwealth, Sierra Leone. Recently
African Petroleum has been working in The Gambia
also and we look forward to a long and fruitful
association with that Commonwealth member.
Of course we are all aware of Sierra Leone’s turbulent
and violent civil war which lasted 11 years and cost

the lives of 50,000. Thankfully the country has been
at peace for 10 years and the Government of President
Koroma has made great progress in stabilising the
country and fostering an environment whereby
businesses like African Minerals and African Petroleum
are encouraged to work with the Government to help
bring prosperity to this beautiful country.

          
and both my companies put great emphasis on their
social responsibility programmes. This involves a very
real and tangible commitment to the communities in
which we operate by helping local educational and
health programmes in particular. We are committed
to the continual improvement of our environmental
performance and to respecting the many cultures,
customs and values of those in whose land we work.

FRANK TIMIS, Chairman of African Minerals Limited and African Petroleum Corporation

African Minerals_DPS_V2.indd 1
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Congratulates Her Majesty The Queen

Gradually Sierra Leone is emerging from the past and
its future is indeed a sunny and optimistic one. I am
proud to spend as much time there as anywhere else
and I know how much the country treasures its role as
a Commonwealth member. It is truly democratic and
with its many faith groups is one of the most religiously
tolerant nations on earth.
I am involved in the country not just as a
businessman but in two other more personal ways.
I am a Patron (as is the First Lady, Mrs Sia Koroma)
of a fine and pioneering charity Street Child of
Sierra Leone which in the short time operating in
the country has taken 1,000 children off the streets
where they were sleeping rough and reunited
them with their families and got them back into
education.

I have also funded LondonPharma, a drug development
company which is trailblazing a new and brilliant way
to treat childhood malaria by a simple under the tongue
spray. The dreadful disease claims the lives of one
child every 30 seconds somewhere in the world and it
essential we put a stop to this waste of young lives.
So Sierra Leone is very important to me in so many
ways. I am proud to be so involved with the country
and am thrilled it is developing with such promise so
that its future generations can reap the great rewards
that will surely follow.
Long live the successful associations of both
companies with Sierra Leone and The Gambia! Both
companies raise a toast to them, the Commonwealth
and of course to Her Majesty the Queen.

www.franktimis.com | www.african-minerals.com | www.africanpetroleum.com.au
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The first tour of the
Commonwealth
A year after taking the throne, the young Queen was handed a colossal diplomatic
mission – to lead the transformation from empire to Commonwealth.This was to be
her longest ever Commonwealth tour, lasting a marathon six months, and one which
would cement her position as symbolic leader of much of the free world. Setting off
in November 1953, she toured 13 countries including the West Indies, Australasia,
Asia, and Africa, covering a staggering 43,618 miles. Many of the countries had
never before seen their ruling monarch.

H

er trip included 10,000 miles by plane, 2,000
miles by car, 2,500 by rail and the rest by sea,
most of it onboard the Royal Yacht SS The
Gothic. The final leg was on the newly commissioned
Royal Yacht Britannia.
Accompanied by Philip, the royal couple’s first port of
call was Bermuda, the tiny mid-Atlantic island. They
stayed for just a few hours before heading onto an
ecstatic welcome on the Caribbean island of Jamaica.
From here, the tour took a slower pace as the Queen
and Prince Philip boarded SS The Gothic for a threeweek voyage across the Pacific Ocean to Fiji and Tonga.
En route, the yacht crossed the equator and Prince
Philip, the natural seaman, took part with gusto in
the ‘crossing the line’ ceremony, and loved throwing
novices into the pool. The Queen, who filmed the
ceremony, only escaped a dunking on the grounds that
she had been put through it seven years earlier on the
voyage to South Africa when she accompanied the
then King and Queen.
As they sailed into Fijian waters, the royal couple got a
warm ritual welcome – with native chiefs going aboard
to present the Queen with a necklace made of whale
teeth, formally giving them permission to come ashore.
Once on land, the Queen sampled kava in a coconut
shell and was the guest of honour at a ball escorted by
200 torchbearers.
Tonga was her next port of call. It already had an
indigenous Sovereign – the towering Queen Salote of
Tonga. She had gone to some lengths to impress the
Head of the Commonwealth, entertaining her royally
with a huge feast that included 2,000 pigs, chickens,
lobsters and yams, all washed down with coconut milk.

New Zealand and Australia
From Tonga, the royal couple sailed to New Zealand
and docked in Auckland, where huge crowds turned
out to greet their Queen. It was the first ever visit by a
monarch to the distant dominion and the first time too
that Elizabeth had spent Christmas away from Britain
and her children. From there, Her Majesty delivered her
annual broadcast live on a mid-summer’s night.

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II, royal tour of
Australia, 1954.

In her speech, she talked about how much the
Commonwealth meant to her. She said her first tour
as Queen was important, because she was beginning a
journey, “to see as much as possible of the people and
countries of the Commonwealth”.
She added, “At the same time, I want to show that the
Crown is not merely an abstract symbol of our unity,
but a personal bond between you and me”.
During the trip, she visited 46 towns or cities in New
Zealand and attended 110 separate events. It was said
that three out of every four New Zealanders saw her. A
huge crowd assembled to wave her off, and the Queen
appeared visibly moved when she left the country.
She sailed on to Australia, again the first time a reigning
monarch had set foot in the country. She landed in
Sydney in February and travelled so widely across the
country that three quarters of Australians were thought
to have seen the Queen at least once during the tour.
One highlight was the surf carnival at Bondi Beach,
while in the federal capital Canberra, the Queen
opened a session of Parliament dressed in her
Coronation robes. In Melbourne, 17,000 children
welcomed her to their cricket ground and in
Queensland, a little girl stole the show when she

To celebrate the
Queen’s Golden
Jubilee, 20 scientists
of the British
Antarctic Survey
held a party in
the Antarctic.
Celebrations
included an outdoor
feast and a ration of
champagne, plus a
game of cricket on
the sea ice, skiing and
sledging.
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flung her arms around the monarch’s neck and tried
to kiss her.

extremely polite. I don’t think they knew who we were
at all!”

Top:
Newly-crowned Queen
Elizabeth II shakes hands with

The return home
At the start of April, the Queen began the long journey
home via Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, where she again
donned her Coronation gown to open Parliament. The
Queen confessed that wearing the dress felt “like being
in a radiator”.
From there the royal party sailed to Aden, then a British
protectorate. They also visited Uganda, opening a
hydroelectric scheme at Owen Falls.
They boarded the Royal Yacht Britannia, off Tobruk on
the north African coast, where their children Charles
and Anne were waiting for them. The family had spent
six months apart. The Queen later joked, “They were

The yacht steamed on to Malta to be met by 15
ships of the Mediterranean fleet commanded by Lord
Mountbatten, each firing a 21-gun salute while church
bells pealed and fireworks lit up the skies. After a short
stay on the island, they headed for home.
Arrival in London
After a detour via Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight to
pick up Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill, the
yacht returned to London. From the banks of the
Thames, thousands cheered the triumphant return of
the young monarch and her family, while ships sounded
their sirens and factory hooters blared. A huge red and
white banner hung from Tower Bridge bearing the
words, ‘Welcome home’.

Vice-Admiral Sir John Collins
at Balmoral Naval Deport in
Sydney, Australia, 1954.

The Queen sent her
first email in 1976
from an Army base.
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When the Britannia was safely moored, the Queen
Mother and Princess Margaret joined the royal party
on board before the yacht set off again on its final
leg up the River Thames to Westminster. As they left,
there was a thundering 41-gun salute from the Tower
of London.
Climbing into three carriages, the Royal Family
continued on to Buckingham Palace, through streets
thronged with cheering, flag-waving people.
Within ten minutes of arriving home, the Queen
and the Duke of Edinburgh, with their two children,
appeared on the balcony. It wasn’t enough for the
public. After four appearances from the Queen,
with the last just before 11pm, the crowd was only
persuaded to leave once the palace floodlights were
switched off.

Their Queen was home and her reign as British
monarch and Head of the Commonwealth family of
nations could begin in earnest.

Top:
Queen Elizabeth II and
Prince Philip come ashore at
Westminster Pier followed by
other members of the Royal

That first remarkable tour had given the Queen
the chance to stamp her personality on the
Commonwealth, changing her subjects’ perception of
it forever.

Family, May 1954.

That first remarkable tour had given the
Queen the chance to stamp her personality
on the Commonwealth, changing her subjects’
perception of it forever.
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The President,

H.E. Salva Kiir Mayardit
and the People of the Republic of South Sudan
join in extending the warmest congratulations to
Her Majesty,

Queen Elizabeth II

as she celebrates her Diamond Jubilee as
Head of the Commonwealth

www.goss.org

The sights of the beautiful young growing nation
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Asia
There are eight Commonwealth member states in Asia – India, Pakistan,
Banglaldesh, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam and the
Maldives – with more than 70 per cent of the Commonwealth’s two billion citizens
living in southern Asia. India and Pakistan joined the association on independence
in 1947, when the modern Commonwealth was established, followed by Sri Lanka
(then Ceylon) in 1948. India was the first country with a republican form of
government to join, opening the way for other countries that had adopted republican
constitutions or had a national monarch to become Commonwealth members.

I

ndia, Pakistan and Bangladesh

When the Queen stepped off the plane and into
the sunshine of New Delhi, she faced perhaps
her toughest test as Head of the Commonwealth. It
was January 21, 1961 and the organisation that she
held so dear was at a crossroads. This visit – the first
by a British monarch since the partition of India in
August 1947 – was seen as a defining moment. She
was the ‘human link’ between the Commonwealth
and people. Hers was an unenviable job – to hold the
family together and convince its millions of people
that their support for this relatively new association
was worthwhile.
The partition – the division of the sub-continent
on religious lines into India and Pakistan, causing
the mass migration of 25 million people and
deaths of yet another million – was still raw in
the memory of the people. Many still blamed the
departing British occupiers for the horrific and
bloody tragedy that ensued.
As a result, some British critics questioned the wisdom
of the Queen’s visit to India, but not for the first time,
the monarch had defied her detractors.
The visit was a success. The Sovereign’s strength
of personality and unstinting belief in the
Commonwealth and its core values shone through
everywhere she went. She was warmly received, with
2 million people turning out to greet the royal couple
as they were driven through Delhi’s streets. Hundreds
of thousands also witnessed the historical moment
when she laid a wreath on the memorial of Mahatma
Gandhi, leader of the Indian nationalist movement
against British rule.

Her Majesty pulled off a diplomatic masterstroke,
wooing the Indian powerbrokers, the press and
people with every step of her tour. She and Prince
Philip were seen riding elephants in Jaipur, visiting
the monument to love, the Taj Mahal at Agra, and
picnicking at the lakeside palace of Udaipur. They
were fêted at scores of gala banquets and receptions.
It seemed the Queen and her consort could do
no wrong. “I am thrilled to be here”, she declared.
“To all India, I bring a greeting of goodwill and
affection from the people of Britain”. India repaid
the compliment.

Left:
Queen Elizabeth II, tour of
Pakistan, 1997.
Next page:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip at the Taj Mahal, Agra,
India.

She was received with similar affection on a flying visit
to Pakistan on the same tour. Hundreds of thousands
took to the streets of Karachi shouting ‘God Save the
Queen’. In Peshawar, close to the Afghan border, the
Queen was moved by the colourful scenes, remarking,
“It seems to me the Pakistanis and the British have a
common talent for pageantry”.
The royal couple then returned to India, this time to
Calcutta where millions more turned out to catch
a glimpse of the daughter of Britain’s last Emperor.
Her farewell speech from Delhi was translated into 15
different dialects and broadcast across the huge nation

The Sovereign’s strength of personality and
unstinting belief in the Commonwealth and
its core values shone through everywhere
she went.

67

International Queen_V3_042010.indd 67

12/04/2012 11:16:44

Queen & Commonwealth
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee

of 750 million people. She said proudly, “This visit has
shown that the new Commonwealth is firmly based
in the hearts and minds of the people as a means of
cooperation for the peace and progress of mankind”.
It seemed astonishing that just half a century earlier,
her grandfather George V was crowned Emperor
at the 1911 Delhi Durbar. Back then Viceroy Lord
Curzon claimed, “As long as we rule India, we are the
greatest power in the world”. But within a decade,
the British Empire had begun to unravel. It was never
going to be an easy transition, but the Indian example
set a vital precedent for the negotiated winding up of
European empires elsewhere.
Britain was not prepared to abandon its former
colonies. Indeed, it was the independence of India
and Pakistan that laid the foundations for the new
Commonwealth. As Sir Winston Churchill and other
old school Tories berated Labour Prime Minister
Clement Atlee for ‘throwing away the Empire’ by
handing India independence, the Queen’s father
George VI, a man of vision, saw it very differently.
In his 1948 Christmas broadcast, the King said
that Indian independence had in fact had the
opposite effect. He insisted an independent India
had strengthened the Commonwealth by extending
self-determination to the new states of Asia. “Our
Commonwealth has been subject to the laws of
evolution”, he said. “But it is stronger, not weaker, as
it fulfills its ancient mission of widening the bounds
of freedom wherever our people live, and for myself,
I am proud to fulfill my own appointed share in that
mission”. His ill-health meant that mission had to be
taken up by his daughter and heir.
On this ambitious tour, the Queen saw first-hand the
new India, a multi-racial nation that was a crucial part
of the multi-national Commonwealth. The following
year in her Christmas address, Her Majesty highlighted
the importance of the older Commonwealth nations,
like Canada, Australia, New Zealand and the newer
ones, such as India. She said: “The feeling of a special
relationship between the ordinary people of the older
Commonwealth countries will never be weakened.
This feeling is rapidly spreading throughout the
newer members, and in its turn will help us realise
the ideal of human brotherhood. In the ideal of
the Commonwealth, we have been entrusted with
something very special. We have in our hands a most
potent force for good and one of the true unifying
bonds in this torn world. Let us keep faith with the
ideal we know to be right, and be ambitious for the
good of all men”.
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A Message from His Majesty The Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam…

Celebrating the Diamond Jubilee and 60th
Anniversary of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
as Head of the Commonwealth
My Government and people join me in sending our warmest congratulations to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II on her Diamond Jubilee.
We also wish to express our admiration and respect for Her Majesty’s dedication to the lasting
spirit of the Commonwealth over the past 60 years. As its Head, Her Majesty has graciously led
the Association during a time of considerable progress. Her Majesty has constantly encouraged
members to work together for the welfare of their people in the pursuit of peace, security and
goodwill. In this way, Her Majesty’s leadership has been central in bringing so many diverse cultures
and backgrounds together in common purpose.
In Brunei Darussalam, we have fond memories of Her Majesty’s visits to our country, which have
brought special meaning to our people and served to strengthen the excellent relations and deep
friendship our countries have traditionally shared.
We wish Her Majesty continued good health and happiness, and a wonderful celebration on this
joyous occasion for all her people.

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei

Queen & Commonwealth
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee

During the partition of India, the northeast part
of the country became East Pakistan. But in
1971, it was renamed Bangladesh and became an
independent country after a rift with the rest of
Pakistan. Bangladesh immediately applied to join the
Commonwealth and was accepted.
However, Pakistan refused to accept this decision, and
eventually withdrew from the association. It rejoined
the Commonwealth in 1989, but in 2007, it was again
suspended because its military leaders had failed to lift
emergency rule and restore democracy. In 2008, it was
welcomed back into the fold in recognition of the steps
taken to restore democracy. In November 1983, with
Pakistan then out of the Commonwealth, the Queen
flew to Bangladesh, which at the time was one of the
organisation’s poorest and most populated countries.
When the Queen arrived there was no escaping the
gravity of the terrible plight of Bangladeshis. At a
Save the Children centre in Dhaka, she came face to
face with human starvation in the desperate form of a
tiny two-year-old child. Little Jamal reached out and
embraced her, and the normally reserved monarch was
clearly moved by him. Emotional and deeply affected,
the Queen told Jamal that she would ask her daughter,
Princess Anne, to visit him. Thankfully, when the
Princess visited a few months later, she found the little
boy in good health.
The Queen and Prince Philip flew on to India for that
year’s Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting.
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi greeted them at New
Delhi airport, and the royal couple then visited
Hyderabad and Pune where all the pomp, splendor
and pageantry of the old British Raj was conjured up
by the host.
In New Delhi, the Queen carried out perhaps
her most bizarre walkabout, from a palanquin – a
traditional litter chair – delighting the crowds. The
warmth of the Queen’s welcome was reflected at the
state banquet when Mrs Gandhi spoke of the new
bond between Britain and India. “We share a wealth
of common values and interests”, she said. “A devotion
to democratic ideals and to the institutions which
maintain them”.
It was to be the last time these two major figures of
the Commonwealth would meet. The following year,
Mrs Gandhi was murdered by her Sikh bodyguards.
The Queen, horrified by the killing, mourned
with the Indian people. “The world and the
Commonwealth have lost one of their most

distinguished leaders”, she said. Mrs Gandhi’s son
Rajiv succeeded her, and in turn became India’s
youngest ever Prime Minister at the age of 40. He was
a firm supporter of the Commonwealth and its ideals
too. Acknowledging its strengths in bringing countries
together in a ‘melting pot of ideas’, he said, “One of
the biggest advantages of the Commonwealth is that
we all speak English… It is of relevance not just to
India but to the world”. In a terrible twist of fate, he
too was assassinated in 1991 by a suicide bomber.
Her Majesty returned to India again in 1997, her
first major tour of the country since the 1961
visit. It was a difficult time for her, coming in the
aftermath of the fallout over the death of the late
Diana, Princess of Wales. The trip marked the 50th
anniversary of India’s independence, but there was
no grand reconciliation between the country and
its former colonial master. Instead, the Queen was
overshadowed by her then Foreign Secretary, Robin
Cook, who had accompanied her on the trip, but was
lambasted in the press for saying that the UK could
mediate between India and Pakistan in the row over
Kashmir. Suddenly, the press headlines were of a ‘new
British imperialism’.

The Queen has
taken the salute in
every Trooping the
Colour ceremony
since the start of
her reign, with the
exception of 1955,
when a national rail
strike forced the
cancellation of the
parade.

However, one part of the tour did go extremely
well – the visit to Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar. I was
an accredited royal correspondent on that visit and
watched as the Queen laid a wreath at the spot in
April 1919 where a platoon of British soldiers opened
fire into a crowd, killing 379 people and injuring
1100. It was one of the worst atrocities in the history
of British India.
That bloodbath led Gandhi to initiate the civil
disobedience campaign, giving impetus to India’s
independence movement that proved so important
in precipitating the end of British rule. The wreathlaying was a gesture intended to acknowledge the
excesses of a shared history, and to build on this
reconciliation.

The warmth of the Queen’s welcome was
reflected at the state banquet when Mrs Gandhi
spoke of the new bond between Britain and
India. “We share a wealth of common values
and interests”

72

International Queen_V3_042010.indd 72

12/04/2012 11:17:52

The ruling Sikh party in Punjab, the Akali Dal, was
delighted to have the Queen visit the holiest of their
shrines, the Golden Temple. Not for the first time, the
monarch had smoothed over potential hostility. Since
then members of the Queen’s immediate family have
made a number of visits to India, and Prince Andrew
will represent her there with a visit planned for the
Diamond Jubilee year.

In 1971, Singapore hosted the first ever
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting –
before this Commonwealth summits were always held
in London. Although the Queen did not attend that
meeting, she developed a good working relationship
with Singaporean Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew. He
described her role as symbolic and said the monarch
represented both continuity and change.

Sri Lanka
Overshadowed by its much larger and more populated
neighbours, Sri Lanka, then Ceylon, was a founding
member of the new Commonwealth, joining in 1948.
It changed its name to Sri Lanka in 1978, when it
became a republic.

The Queen’s first tour of South East Asia was in 1971,
and included state visits to Singapore and Malaysia.
The Queen, Prince Philip, and Princess Anne sailed
aboard the Royal Yacht Britannia to Kuala Lumpur,
and then progressed to the states of Sarawak and
Sabah, where they were greeted by members of the
formerly fearsome, head-hunting Murat tribe, standing
guard with six-foot blow pipes.

The Queen first visited the island, which is situated at
the foot of the sub-continent, during her 1954 roundthe-world tour, when she opened Parliament. It was a
complete contrast to Westminster, she recalled, “in an
extraordinary hall open to the elements on each side”.
She visited the island again in 1981.
Sri Lanka is due to host the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meetingin 2013, but many
Commonwealth leaders have expressed concern. The
tragic events of the country’s three decade long civil
war has led the international community to criticise
the Sri Lankan government causing diplomatic fallout within the Commonwealth.
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper has even
threatened to boycott the meeting. He said: “If we
do not see progress in Sri Lanka in terms of human
rights, I will not as Prime Minister be attending that
Commonwealth summit. And I hope that others will
take a similar position”.
Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei
Malaysia, the collection of islands and states east of the
Indian sub-continent, is a post-colonial creation.
In 1948, the Federation of Malaya was formed,
made up of nine Malayan states ruled by sultans,
and two British Straits Settlements, Penang and
Malacca. Malaya became independent in 1957 under
the rule of Tunku Abdul Rahman. In 1963, the
Federation of Malaya merged with Singapore and
Britain’s other interests in the area, Sarawak and
North Borneo (now Sabah) to become Malaysia.
However, it wasn’t a stable union due to differences
of opinion between Singapore and the Malaysian
government, leading to disagreement and riots. In
1965, the Malaysian Prime Minister decided to
expel Singapore from the federation.

The Queen is
patron of more than
620 charities and
organisations.

On the same royal tour, the Queen made her first
trip to the Sultanate of Brunei Darussalam – located
on the northern tip of the island of Borneo – and
a British protectorate from 1888. It gained its
independence on January 1, 1984, and joined the
Commonwealth the same year. The Sultan of Brunei,
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah, who is also the country’s Prime
Minister, was educated at Sandhurst’s Royal Military
Academy and is one of the world’s richest men thanks
to the tiny country’s oil and gas reserves.
The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh returned
in 1998 for a three-day visit. The itinerary included
trips to a Malay water village, a health centre, school,
and fruit and vegetable market. The couple took tea
with 70 to 80 eminent professional Brunei women,
as well as visiting the Jame ‘Asr Hassanil Bolkiah
Mosque, where the Queen covered her head, donned
a white prayer robe and removed her shoes in respect
of Islam. The royal couple also attended a lavish
banquet at the Istana Nurul Iman, said to be the
world’s biggest palace.

The Queen, Prince Philip, and Princess Anne
sailed aboard the Royal Yacht Britannia to Kuala
Lumpur, and then progressed to the states of
Sarawak and Sabah, where they were greeted by
members of the formerly fearsome, head-hunting
Murat tribe, standing guard with six-foot
blow pipes.
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The Queen then visited Singapore in 1998 to officially
close the Commonwealth Games. Prince William and
The Duchess of Cambridge will tour the country for
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year.
Maldives
The Queen spent four days at sea before arriving
at the Maldives, a tiny collection of islands. While
they have never been a British colony, the Maldives
were once under British protection but gained
independence in 1965. In 1982, the Maldives were

On the visit, the Queen surprised the
archipelago’s President Mohamed Nasheed when
she revealed that during the visit, the royal yacht
had rescued some fishermen who were drifting
out to sea.
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granted special membership of the Commonwealth,
reserved for states with limited financial resources,
before gaining full status three years later.
On the visit, the Queen surprised the archipelago’s
President Mohamed Nasheed when she revealed that
during the visit, the royal yacht had rescued some
fishermen who were drifting out to sea.
During a visit to Windsor Castle, President Nasheed

asked for her advice, in her role as Head of the
Commonwealth, about the threat of climate change
to his islands. He said: “In the past she has always
responded very affectionately towards the Maldives
and I’m sure she would find appropriate measures and
appropriate actions on these issues”.

Left:
Queen Elizabeth II viewing a
lion dance on the Toa Payoh
housing estate, Singapore.
Top:
Queen Elizabeth II with the
Sultan of Brunei on a tour of

It is just one example of the high regard in which she
is held by Commonwealth leaders – they feel they can
turn to the Queen with any of their problems.

the far East, 1998.
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CELEBRATING THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE
On the occasion of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, I wish on behalf of the Government
and the people of the United Republic of Tanzania, to extend my
very warm and sincere congratulations to the entire Royal Family
and the people of the United Kingdom.

HE Dr. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

Tanzania_DPS_4.indd 1

It is a matter of fact that our history is marked with steady joint
efforts in advancing social, cultural and economic prosperity of
our people which is reminiscent of the cherished ideals and goals
that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has spearheaded throughout
her reign.
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Welcome to

TANZANIA

AFRICA’S TOP TOURIST AND INVESTMENT DESTINATION

Under the auspicious of the Commonwealth, Her Majesty
continues to steer up the work of one of the most respected
institutions in the world. With the current membership of 54
countries, the organization continues to cement the history,
culture, language, values and aspirations of the members. To date,
Her Majesty remains an inspiration and mentor of the numerous
reforms within the organization.
The fond memories of Her Majesty’s visit to Tanzania from 19th
to 22nd July, 1979 make us proud of our coexistence with the
United Kingdom. Again, the last year’s visit by HRH The Prince of
Wales and his wife, HRH Camilla Duchess of Cornwall during our

Tanzania_DPS_4.indd 2

Golden Jubilee of independence has been quite rewarding and will
remain in our memories for many years to come.
In sum, Britain remains a leading and reliable development partner
in our development endeavors. We value the good will and longstanding relations that the two countries traditionally share and look
forward to continuing and strengthening these excellent relations
and close cooperation in the coming years.
Once again, I wish Her Majesty happy celebrations of the 60 years
of a dedicated service and commitment to the people as well as
good health and prosperity.
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Africa
Africa is an important region in the Commonwealth. It has 18 member states,
making up a third of the nations of the Commonwealth. Most of the African
member countries fall in the category of least developed countries of the world and
so present the Commonwealth with some of its greatest challenges.

E

ven on her first overseas tours, the Queen made
it her mission to get to know the leaders of the
African member states. Like her, these heads of
government were generally quite young at the time, so
in a sense they grew up together.
In some cases, the Queen’s relationship with these key
African leaders has become quite close. It has been a
relationship based on mutual trust and respect, and for
many years she clearly enjoyed the company of politicians
such as Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia, Dr Hastings Banda
of Malawi, Daniel Arap Moi of Kenya and Dr Julius
Nyerere of Tanzania, among others. They and many other
African leaders saw Her Majesty as a mother figure and
the Commonwealth as a family. They also saw her as a
protector of their Commonwealth ideals, a belief that
those who succeeded them share today.
In Africa, the modern Commonwealth continues
to show relevance as even countries with no ties to
imperial Britain have applied to join, and been accepted,
as members of the association. The first such country
to be admitted was the former Portugese colony of
Mozambique in 1995, following its first democratic
elections. The most recent has been the former Belgian
colony of Rwanda: it was admitted as the 54th member
in 2009 and is now, after years of bloody civil war,
rebuilding itself with Commonwealth help. It is seen as a
clear sign that the association has real purpose.
Leaders of African member states openly express their
respect for the Queen and the qualities and experience
she brings to the role of Head of the Commonwealth.
She is seen as a fair and moral arbiter in any disputes
between member states. Kenneth Kaunda, former
President of Zambia, explained: “It’s her personality,
her thoughts toward mankind, which make her such a
welcome contributor to what goes on at these summits”.
The colonial history of Africa
To understand the Commonwealth and Africa, it
is important to grasp its history. The continent was

carved up by colonial conquerors – mostly European
adventurers and traders – from around 1850 until the
outbreak of First World War. They were ruthless in
their pursuit of raw materials and power, splitting tribes
and creating false boundaries. Spain, Holland, France,
Portugal, Italy, Germany and Belgium all got in on the
act. By 1920, the British ruled some 20 countries on
mainland Africa. Today they are all independent states.

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip during a royal visit to
Mende Modei Village, Sierra
Leone, Africa.
Next page:
Queen Elizabeth II at
Parliament Building, Accra,
Ghana, 1999.

South Africa and the end of apartheid
The story of Africa and the Commonwealth seems to
have been dominated by its support for the liberation
of South Africa and the ending of apartheid. Until
South Africa declared itself a republic, abandoning its
British dominion status, the issue at times threatened
to dominate the Commonwealth itself. Through
consensus, the association was able to remain united in
ending the system of racial segregation enforced by the
white National Party.
Even on this delicate issue, the Queen played a
significant role. Long before Nelson Mandela had
been elected President of his country, the Queen was
treating him as Head of State. In 1991, Mr Mandela,
who had recently been freed from prison, appeared at
the Commonwealth summit ahead of the traditional
banquet for government heads. She immediately
broke precedent and invited him to join them at the
banquet. South Africa’s first non-racial elections were
held on April 1994, resulting in the election of Nelson
Mandela as President, and the country’s return to the
Commonwealth family.
The birth of Zimbabwe
The Queen too played a part in helping turn Rhodesia
into the independent republic of Zimbabwe. In 1965,
the country’s Prime Minister, Ian Smith, bluntly refused
to give the black population the vote, even though
they made up about 95 per cent of the population.
The Queen wrote a brief and friendly letter to Mr
Smith, which was made public, making it clear that
he could not claim loyalty to the monarchy and the

The Queen has
launched 23 ships in
her lifetime. The first
was HMS Vanguard
which she launched,
as Princess Elizabeth,
on November 30,
1944 in Clydebank.
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Commonwealth, and at the same time defend white
supremacy. She wrote: “I should be glad if you would
accept my good wishes and convey them to all my
peoples in your country, whose welfare and happiness I
have very closely at heart”.
In 1979, the Queen had a rather public disagreement
with her then British Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher, about whether she should attend the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
in Zambia’s capital, Lusaka. At the time, nationalist
guerillas were fighting the white-minority
government of Rhodesia for greater voting and
political power for black Africans. Some of these
guerillas had based themselves in Zambia, where the
Rhodesian government was trying to bomb them
out of existence.

As a result, Mrs Thatcher announced that, for security
reasons, the Queen should not attend the meeting.
But within 24 hours, Buckingham Palace had issued a
statement, saying that the Queen had every intention

The friendship between Mr Mandela and the
Queen has been an enduring one. He still famously
refers to Her Majesty as ‘my friend Elizabeth’. She
has returned the compliment and, in correspondence
between the two, she signed off, ‘Your sincere friend,
Elizabeth R’.
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of going. She had never been to Zambia and felt its
President needed her support.

However, she didn’t change her plans and was greeted
by a huge crowd in Lusaka.

Top:
The Queen and Prince Andrew
met at Lusaka Airport by

Not long before the Queen was due to arrive, a bomb
exploded near President Kenneth Kaunda’s offices.

During the summit, she played an important
conciliatory role, resulting in Britain agreeing to

President Kenneth Kaunda,
Zambia, 1979.

Leaders of African member states openly express their respect for the Queen and the
qualities and experience she brings to the role of Head of the Commonwealth. She is
seen as a fair and moral arbiter in any disputes between member states. Kenneth Kaunda,
former President of Zambia, explained: “It’s her personality, her thoughts toward mankind,
which make her such a welcome contributor to what goes on at these summits”.
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new Rhodesian elections under a new constitution.
Reflecting on the Queen’s role at the summit, the
host Kenneth Kaunda said: “At the Lusaka meeting
in 1979, she played a very vital role. The Queen is an
outstanding diplomat; that’s how she gets things done”.
Former Commonwealth Secretary-General, Sir
Shridath Ramphal, ‘Sonny’, agreed, “The Rhodesia
issue threatened to tear the Commonwealth apart. At
a crucial time, the Queen demonstrated her stabilising
influence. She was diplomatically brilliant”.

Commonwealth has encouraged countries governed
by military or one-party regimes to embrace
multi-party democracy, including Tanzania, Zambia,
Kenya and Malawi. In all these countries, the
Commonwealth has helped prepare for multi-party
elections and also provided independent election
monitoring. So far, the Commonwealth has observed
44 elections in 30 countries, most of which are in
Africa. It has also worked to strengthen government
institutions, such as the judiciary, parliaments and
civil service.

Zimbabwe was suspended from the Commonwealth
in 2002 because of vote-rigging and human rights
abuses. The following year, Robert Mugabe decided to
withdraw from the association altogether. At the time,
British Prime Minister Tony Blair said the suspension
of Zimbabwe was a victory for Commonwealth values,
but added that, “There will always be a place for a
democratic Zimbabwe in the Commonwealth”.

Moreover, the Commonwealth has stepped in to help
resolve conflicts, including in Sierra Leone, Lesotho
and the Gambia, and provided technical assistance and
experts to help resolve problems.

Nigeria was also suspended from the 54-nation
body in 1995 after it executed nine minority rights
activists, including the writer, Ken Saro Wiwa. It was
welcomed back to the Commonwealth fold four
years later, after presidential elections ended 15 years
of military rule.

When the President of South Africa, Jacob Zuma,
visited Buckingham Palace in 2010 on a state visit,
the Queen spoke of the progress that had been
made. Quoting an African proverb, she said, “If you
want to walk fast, walk alone. If you want to walk
far, walk together”. She said these words epitomised
the modern partnership between the UK and South
Africa. They could equally apply to her vision for the
Commonwealth on that continent.

An Enduring Friendship
One of Nelson Mandela’s first acts as President was to
return South Africa to the Commonwealth of Nations.
In 1961, during the apartheid era, the country had left
the organisation when it was decided that racial equality
was a condition of membership.
The Queen visited South Africa in 1995, stepping off
the royal yacht to be greeted by Mr Mandela on the
quayside. It was her first visit since her 21st birthday,
when she had delivered a broadcast from Cape Town
dedicating her life to the service of the Commonwealth.
The friendship between Mr Mandela and the Queen
has been an enduring one. He still famously refers to
Her Majesty as ‘my friend Elizabeth’. She has returned
the compliment and, in correspondence between the
two, she signed off, ‘Your sincere friend, Elizabeth
R’. He gave her a hand-painted silk scarf to mark
South Africa’s return to the Commonwealth after
the apartheid years, something that she still cherishes
today. The same year she awarded him the Order of
Merit, a special honour presented to individuals of
great achievement.
Promoting democracy and understanding
Since the end of apartheid in South Africa, the

The Queen has
made a Christmas
Broadcast to the
Commonwealth
every year of her
reign except 1969,
when a repeat of the
film ‘Royal Family’
was shown and a
written message from
the Queen was issued.

Africa receives the highest level of Commonwealth
funding, with 43 per cent of the Commonwealth Fund
for Technical Assistance.

Kenya
Kenya has always had a significant place in the story of
the Commonwealth and the Royal Family. It was, after
all, the country where Elizabeth realised her destiny and
learned that she had become Queen on the death of
her beloved father King George VI. Since that historic
trip she and Prince Philip have visited the country four
more times. Other members of her family have also
regularly visited for holidays.

Kenya has always had a significant place in the
story of the Commonwealth and the Royal Family.
It was, after all, the country where Elizabeth
realised her destiny and learned that she had become
Queen on the death of her beloved father King
George VI.
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Perhaps, the most important moment in recent royal
history happened in Kenya too. Prince William and the
then Kate Middleton secretly flew into the country
in October 2010 to and stayed in the rustic Rutundu
cabin on secluded Lewa Wildlife Conservancy on the
northern slopes of Mount Kenya. He had been carrying
his late mother Diana, Princess of Wales’s engagement
ring in his rucksack for weeks before he finally found
the perfect spot to propose surrounded by beautiful
lakes and wildlife.
Ghana
Ghana’s first nationalist leader Dr. Kwame Nkrumah,
who was head of the country from independence in
1957 until he was overthrown by a coup in 1966, led
the way for independent African states that were former
British colonies to join the Commonwealth. The close
bond between Ghana and Britain was clear in 1959
when the Queen was given a warm reception wherever
she went on that visit. At the 1964 Commonwealth
Conference, Nkrumah also proposed the establishment
of a permanent Commonwealth secretariat, in order, as
Nkrumah put it, “to make the Commonwealth move in
tune with the common aspirations of its members”.
He believed the Commonwealth was an example of
how a free association of independent states should
work. In 1965 Ghana broke off diplomatic relations
with Britain over the Rhodesia crisis and relations were
only restored the following year after Nkrumah was
overthrown in a coup.
The Queen’s most recent visit to Ghana was in 1999
– more than 40 years after her first visit to the newly
independent country. I watched the spectacular wave of
colour as thousands of onlookers at the airport cheered
as President Jerry Rawlings greeted the royal couple on
their arrival. As she walked down the aircraft steps she
was met by traditional drummers and dancers, singing,
“It has come to pass”. In a speech during her visit the
Queen said Ghana had been at the forefront of “the
renaissance in Africa of democratic values”.
Uganda
The Queen and Prince Philip visited Uganda during
the first Commonwealth tour in April 1954. They
returned 53 years later with Prince Charles and the
Duchess of Cornwall to attend the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting in Kampala. The
Duchess wearing the most stunning royal necklaces
and tiaras ever seen even out-dazzled the Queen at a
banquet they attended at the Pearl of Africa restaurant
in Kampala. The Queen joked with waitress Doreen

Kyalisiima, who had served them the previous evening,
“Hello, we’re here again”. On the same visit the
Queen was photographed shaking hands with a HIV
patient in public for the first time. The handshake
came when the Queen met Steven Wakodo, who was
being treated at an Aids clinic set up by the UK-based
Aids charity Mildmay.

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip on a Royal State visit
to Nigeria. The Queen holds
investiture on the steps of the
House Of Assembly Enugu and
knights Sir Francis Ibiam, Kbe,
Nigeria, 1956.

Nigeria
Nigeria gained independence on the 1 October, 1960
becoming a member of the Commonwealth the same
year. In 2003 the Queen arrived in Abuja, two days
ahead of the Commonwealth summit, on her first
visit since the country’s independence. During the
intervening years Nigeria suffered civil war, military
dictatorship and corrupt rule, and emerged in the 21st
century as the world’s biggest black nation.
Nigeria was suspended from the Commonwealth
between 1995-1999 after years of harsh military rule it
was seen as a pariah state by the west. Commonwealth
leaders agreed to Nigeria’s reinstatement when
the country embarked on its return to democracy,
culminating in presidential elections to end 15 years of
military rule. During her 2003 visit, the Queen spoke
of the importance of securing a free democracy. She
said: “Democracy gives people a choice in how they
are governed, and those in Government rule with the
consent of their people. Underdevelopment is one of
the greatest threats to democracy; the one cannot be
sustained without the other.Your theme also talks of
partnership. The Commonwealth is one of the great
partnerships of the world where rich and poor, large
and small, work together for the common good”.
Nigeria’s President Goodluck Jonathan says his
country remains “unwaveringly committed to
those ideals which signpost the essence of the
Commonwealth of Nations”, and his country takes
unmediated pride in the shared heritage that keeps its
members of one family.

The Queen spoke of the importance of securing
a free democracy. She said: “Democracy gives
people a choice in how they are governed, and
those in Government rule with the consent of
their people”.
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Kenya to break ground for First Smart City:
Konza where African Silicon Savannah Begins
A Message from His
Excellency Mwai Kibaki,
President of the Republic of
Kenya, during the celebration
of Her Majesty’s Diamond
Jubilee and 60 years at the
helm of the Commonwealth

The people of the Republic of Kenya, my Government
and I extend wholehearted congratulations to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II as she commemorates her Diamond
Jubilee alongside 60 years of her illustrious headship of the
Commonwealth.

togetherness to the many different peoples on the basis of
shared prosperity, values and vision. Indeed, the capacity
for connecting the nations of the world is what brings vitality
and vibrancy to the Commonwealth family. Kenya is proud
to have played a crucial role in furthering this agenda.

The six decades Her Majesty has been at the helm of the
Commonwealth have been among the most remarkable in
recorded history in all the nations of the world.

As Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II commemorates the
Diamond Jubilee, the people of Kenya fondly recall that
she climbed a tree in Nyeri, at Treetops, as the Princess
Elizabeth and came down as Queen. She was on a tour of
Kenya when the sad news came in from Britain of the death
of her father, King George VI.

Having ascended to the throne less than a decade after
World War II, and early in the same decade that would see
the End of Empire, Her Majesty has provided enduring and
exemplary foresight and vision in a ﬂuid, often tumultuous
period of very rapid change and the greatest growth in
population across the planet.

Our scenic and richly endowed country was and still remains
a favourite tourist destination for many visitors from both
within and outside the Commonwealth.

Looking back, the dividends of Her Majesty’s gracious
incumbency at the Commonwealth over those years—and
still accruing—have had a profound impact on millions of
men and women from across 54 Independent States spread
throughout the world.

Not too long ago, Prince William, the Duke of Cambridge
and a grandson of the Queen, proposed to the then Miss
Kate Middleton at an exotic haunt on the slopes of the
splendid Mount Kenya, the second highest snowcapped
peak in Africa located on the Equator.

The beneﬁciaries are men and women from across
generations, faiths, creeds, colour and political persuasions
with diverse worldviews, destinies and fortunes but who
share the singular wish and hope for a Commonwealth
and world community that sustainably promotes peace,
progress, prosperity and protection of our shared and truly
unique biosphere.

Kenya remains an awesome haven of Mother Nature for
anyone intending to visit and invest in the region. From her
warm people, variegated topography punctuated by the
Great Rift Valley to her diverse wildlife in our many National
Parks and Game Reserves, Kenya offers endless options for
both the ﬁrst-time and repeat visitor.

In Her Majesty’s own words on the subject of the Diamond
Jubilee, throughout this commemorative year, millions
around the world will doubtless be reminded of the power
of togetherness and the convening strength of family,
friendship, and good neighbourliness.
It is gratifying also to note that this year’s Commonwealth
Day theme – “Connecting Cultures” – celebrates the
Commonwealth’s diversity and its role in bringing

www.statehousekenya.go.ke

The unique ﬂora and fauna bequeathed our country is a
rich and rare blend indeed, offered nowhere else in similar
measure. A few years back, the spectacular annual Great
Migration of wildebeest and other plains animals in the Mara
was aptly adjudged the Eighth Wonder of the modern world.
Our elegant and famed beaches along the coast are
as attractive as the investment options available for the
prospective world-class investor.

Keeping in step with the advancement of the 21st Century in a
globalized world, Kenya has launched a robust development
agenda whose centerpiece includes undersea ﬁbre-opticdriven ICT connectivity, complete with an up- and-coming
technopolis named Konza City about 60 kilometers east of
the capital city, Nairobi. This is billed to be the ﬁrst Smart
City in Africa.
Additionally, Kenya is spearheading the setting up of the
multiple-billion dollar Lamu Transport Corridor, currently
the biggest infrastructural development investment on the
African Continent.
Kenya’s pioneering mobile telephony Cash Transfer, M-pesa,
has become an electronic money transfer model worldwide.
None of this could come about and mature to completion
and takeoff without the most consummate international
multiple-sector and multi-disciplinary collaborative efforts
between the people of Kenya, and many others both inside
and outside the Commonwealth.
It is for this reason that Kenya has taken a lead role in
spearheading regional integration, peace and stability in tune
with the supreme goals of the Commonwealth. We have
also steadfastly continued to confront acts of terrorism and
activities likely to threaten peaceful co-existence in both the
region and the world as evidenced by our bold role in the ongoing efforts to bring a lasting peace to neighboring Somalia.
Kenya is committed to upholding the ideals that the
Commonwealth subscribes to and will ensure that our citizens
and our neighbours enjoy the beneﬁts that result from greater
economic and social development, democracy and peace.
On behalf of my Government and the people of Kenya
therefore, I extend our most sincere best wishes to Your
Majesty and pray for her good health and continued sage
headship of the Commonwealth’s extended family of nations
and global good neighbourhood values.
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The Pacific
The Pacific region has a long history with Britain and the Commonwealth.
Australia and New Zealand are founding members of the Commonwealth, joining
in 1931 when their independence was recognised under the Statute of Westminster.
Samoa gained independence from the UK in 1962 and became a member of the
Commonwealth in 1970. Nauru joined on attaining independence in 1968,
Tonga in 1970, Papua New Guinea in 1975, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu in
1978, Kiribati in 1979, and Vanuatu in 1980. Fiji – currently suspended from
membership of the Commonwealth – became a member in 1970.

A

ustralia
Few people expect Australia to retain the
monarchy in the long term.Yet in 1999,
when Australians were given the chance to oust the
Queen as their Head of State, they rejected it outright.
To many people’s surprise, the majority – 55 per cent
– wanted to keep the Queen, for now at least.
John Howard, the former Prime Minister who led
the pro-monarchy campaign, says he doesn’t know if
Australia will keep Her Majesty’s successor as Head of
State. Others, including the current Australian Prime
Minister Julia Gillard, believe that the end of the
Queen’s reign may be the right time to make a change.
Speaking in 2010, she said, “I believe that this nation
should be a republic. I also believe that this nation has
a deep affection for Queen Elizabeth. What I would
like to see as Prime Minister is that we work our way
through to an agreement on the republic. But I think
the appropriate time for this nation to be a republic
will be when we see the monarch change”.

monarch for as long as she is wanted, but firmly believes
any such change is a democratic matter for the people
and country concerned. In her keynote speech at the
Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre in 2000,
shortly after the referendum, the Queen restated her
position. “I have always made it clear that the future
of the monarchy in Australia is an issue for you, the
Australian people, and you alone, to decide by democratic
and constitutional means. It should not be otherwise. In
the light of the result of the referendum last November,
I shall continue faithfully to serve as Queen of Australia
under the constitution to the very best of my ability. That
is my duty. It is also my privilege and pleasure. It is my
duty to seek to remain true to the interests of Australia
and all Australians as we enter the 21st century”.

Recent polls suggest that most Australians would
prefer a home-grown Head of State, but that they
disagree on how to go about choosing one. If they can
decide on a constitutional model for this, it could be
that a future referendum would eject the monarchy.

Britain’s historical ties with Australia go back a long
way. In 1770, British explorer Captain James Cook
claimed Australia for the Crown, and the country at
first effectively became a penal colony for Britain. The
first 11 ships containing 1,500 people – half of whom
were convicts – arrived in Australia on January 26,
1788. This day is now celebrated every year as Australia
Day. Overall about 160,000 men and women were
brought to Australia as convicts until 1868, when penal
transportation ended. These people were joined by free
settlers, coming to make a new life, many as a result of
the wool industry and gold rushes.

What does shine through the polls is a deep affection
for the Queen – an astonishing 90 per cent of people
have said they would like to retain Her Majesty as Head
of the Commonwealth, even if Australia does eventually
become a republic.

In 1901, the Commonwealth of Australia was formed
after six states merged under a single constitution. It
was considered to be the birth of the nation. But it
was not until as late as 1986 that Britain passed an act
ending its right to make laws for the country.

The Queen’s position on constitutional matters is
consistent. She is happy to serve as a constitutional

Now Australia includes Britain’s Union Flag on
its flag. The country has a Governor-General who

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II is greeted
by Aboriginal didgeridoo player
Robert Slockee after attending
morning service at St. Paul’’s
Anglican Church in Canberra,
Australia.

During her reign,
the Queen has
undertaken over
256 official overseas
visits to 129 different
countries.
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represents the Queen, and is appointed by her on
the advice of her Australian Prime Minister. The
countries also share widespread cultural similarities
and family links.
Waning popularity
After the success of the Queen’s first Commonwealth
tour in 1954 – which reached fever pitch on the
Australian leg of the trip – many felt the links between
Britain and its former colonies were assured. After all,
in 1954, a million people lined the streets of Sydney
to see her arrive, with another 500,000 standing on
the foreshore, filling every vantage point. On one
engagement alone, when the Queen returned from
the theatre in Sydney, 250,000 people turned out to
cheer her.
But when she returned to the country in 1963 on a
less formal tour than before, the attitude towards the
monarchy had cooled. According to critics, Britain’s
decision to cosy up to its European neighbours in
the European Economic Community had been at the
expense of its old Commonwealth ties. Whatever the
reason, support Down Under for the monarchy had
shrunk, while there was a growing chorus for Australia
and New Zealand to become independent republics.
The Queen and her advisers needed to act. The
Queen was open to suggestions, and was persuaded
to try a new innovative approach to the media.
Cameras were allowed into the palace for the first
time, thus letting “daylight in on magic” – something
the great Victorian writer Walter Bagehot had
warned against when writing about the Queen’s
forebear Victoria.
The resulting documentary, Royal Family, recorded
the private side of royal life, and included scenes of
the Duke of Edinburgh frying sausages at Balmoral,
and Her Majesty buying an ice cream for Prince
Edward from the local shop. Prince Charles’s
investiture as Prince of Wales was filmed too. Critics
questioned why it was necessary to record the
Queen’s private life, saying that it destroyed the
mystique of the Royal Family. According to one of

her biographers, the Queen later was sorry that she
had invited the cameras in.
Meanwhile, the Queen was preparing for a return to
Australia and New Zealand in 1970. Her new team of
advisers – led by her then Press Secretary, Australian
William Heseltine – was determined that this overseas
tour would not be as disappointing as the last. They
came up with an idea of closer interaction between
the Queen and her people – something she had
advocated for years, but which had been vetoed for
security concerns.

The Queen visited
a mosque in the
UK for the first
time in Scunthorpe,
Lincolnshire in
July 2002.

The new plan meant that she would step out of the
car before an appointment to meet and greet people
in the crowd, many of whom had waited hours for a
glimpse of her.
The first time she tried this was in Wellington in New
Zealand on her 1970 trip. It caused a sensation – the
public were thrilled that the Queen wanted to meet
them before her engagements with the dignitaries
and officials. In fact, it was such a success that the
‘walkabout’, as it was described in the press, went on
to become a standard feature of all subsequent royal
tours, for every member of the Royal Family.
Republican feeling in Australia
Australia and New Zealand’s relationship with Britain
has always been strong, but it was never based on
equality. Their economies were closely tied to the
UK, making it more difficult for the Pacific countries
to diversify trade. After the Second World War, both
countries began to develop a belief in their own
identity. Their governments forged closer links with
countries in their region, such as Japan. The relaxation
in immigration policies accelerated this change in
relationship with the UK and the Crown. The Queen
was still popular, but by the time she had returned in
1973, republicanism was firmly on the agenda.
In 1975, there was an incident that was to send
support for republicanism rocketing. Australia’s Prime
Minister, Gough Whitlam, was then at a crossroads
– his scandal-hit government was under pressure,

The public were thrilled that the Queen wanted to meet them before her engagements
with the dignitaries and officials. In fact, it was such a success that the ‘walkabout’,
as it was described in the press, went on to become a standard feature of all
subsequent royal tours, for every member of the Royal Family.
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engulfed by a flagging economy. However, his plans
for reforms were blocked in Australia’s upper house,
the Senate, by Liberal opponent Malcolm Fraser.

“I said it was lovely to see her again after all these
years”, Mrs Cunningham confided. “She looked at me
with those same blue eyes from all those years ago”.

Breaking with 75 years of political convention, the
Queen’s Governor-General, John Kerr, decided to
dismiss the Prime Minister, and invite the leader of the
opposition, Mr Fraser, to form a caretaker government
until the elections. Although Mr Kerr was the Queen’s
representative in Australia, he took this action without
consulting the monarch.

New Zealand
In Australia, constitutional change requires a majority
in four of the country’s six states, in addition to a
majority nationally of all votes cast. However, in New
Zealand, the system to vote out the monarchy is far
easier than its larger neighbour, as there is no federal
system. A simple ballot vote could topple the Crown.
But despite earnest talk of constitutional change in the
past, the appetite for it seems to have faded.

The Australian public was outraged, furious that
their national and political independence could
be threatened by what was seen as a ceremonial
figurehead from the colonial days.
What followed ballooned into a full-scale
constitutional crisis, as Mr Whitlam appealed to the
Queen for help, dragging her into the political storm.
She could only state that she was constitutionally
bound not to interfere with the Governor-General’s
tenure of office, except on the advice of the Australian
Prime Minister. Although the Queen was not in any
way involved in the decision to sack Whitlam, her
Governor-General had acted with her authority. This
shocked left-wing Australians and fanned the flames of
republican feeling.
Trip to Australia in 2011
When the Queen returned to Australia in 2011 for
the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting,
it was described by some in the media, perhaps
prematurely, as her farewell tour.
Smiling broadly, she waved at the cheering crowd as
she stepped off the specially chartered British Airways
Boeing 777 onto Australian soil for her 16th visit
to the country. Her Majesty, who looked genuinely
touched by the warmth of her welcome, was wearing
an aqua Stewart Parvin military coat and her diamond
wattle brooch – a gift from the people of Australia
during her first visit in 1954. It was a nice touch.
Showing remarkable strength and endurance, she went
straight to work after the 22-hour flight, greeting
well-wishers in Canberra.
The brooch wasn’t the only reminder of that historic
first tour. Margaret Cunningham was six when she was
chosen to present the newly crowned Queen, then
aged 27, with a posy of native flowers. All these years
later, the two met again, this time on a sun–baked
airfield in the Australian capital city. Mrs Cunningham,
now 64, presented her with another bouquet and
welcomed her back to the country.

New Zealand has always had a close affinity with
the Commonwealth and Britain, and the Queen
is known to love her visits there. During her first
Commonwealth tour, she overheard two schoolgirls
having an argument about who was the Queen, her
or Princess Margaret. “No, it’s me”, she said, to their
astonishment.
The Queen has always felt a close bond with the
indigenous Maori inhabitants of New Zealand. In
January 1954, she was received by a huge crowd at
Rotorua, complete with a traditional Maori welcome
in which she and Prince Philip were presented
with ceremonial cloaks. Her second visit, in 1961,
coincided with Waitangi Day, the anniversary of
the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi in 1840, in
which representatives of the British Crown and 500
Maori chiefs agreed to found a nation and build a
government together.
In 1981, she was given the title, ‘Te kotuku rerenga
tahi’, which means, “the lone flight of the rare white
heron”. At an official event later, the speaker, a Maori
dignitary, made a prediction that Prince Charles would
soon give the royal couple a grandchild. The Queen
and Prince Philip thought this was funny, and burst
out laughing. Just 18 days later, it was announced that
Princess Diana was pregnant with her first child.
However, not all the Maori people have been so
welcoming. In subsequent visits, there have been a
number of protests from Maori activists – during her
1986 trip, for example, a man lifted his grass skirt to
expose his tattooed bottom at the royal motorcade,
in an ancient warrior insult over the giving away of
Maori rights to Britain. On another day, eggs were
pelted at the motorcade by women protestors. The
Queen made light of it, saying at the banquet, “New
Zealand has long been renowned for its dairy produce,
though I should say that I myself prefer my New
Zealand eggs for breakfast”.

Princess Elizabeth
celebrated her
21st birthday
in Cape Town,
South Africa.
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The minority Maori party now form part of Prime
Minister John Key’s coalition government, and this is
something that really interests the Queen. The Prime
Minister has confided that she always asks about the
partnership when he sees her. After first coming to
power in 2009, Mr Key and his Conservative coalition
restored the honours system including knighthoods and
damehoods – in his country, renewing affinity with the
Crown. The Queen was thrilled by the move and it has
proved extremely popular with the public.
Fiji
While in Australia and New Zealand there has been
talk of ousting the monarchy, in another of her South
Pacific realms, Fiji, the Queen did the unthinkable
and abdicated. In 1987, when she was Queen of Fiji,
there were two military coups. After the second coup,
the Queen knew the situation could go on no longer.
She said it was time to accept that Fiji was now a
republic, and sadly an undemocratic one, and told her

representative, the Governor-General, to resign. With a
stroke of a pen, Fiji was a realm no longer.

Top:
Queen Elizabeth II and the
New Zealand Prime Minister

The Commonwealth suspended Fiji that same year,
but the island was readmitted 10 years later when
democracy was restored. However, its membership was
broken off again in 2000 for 18 months. Fiji at present
remains suspended after its refusal to hold democratic
elections in 2009.

John Key at the opening
ceremony of The CHOGM in
Port of Spain, Trinidad, 27
November, 2009.

While in Australia and New Zealand there has
been talk of ousting the monarchy, in another of
her South Pacific realms, Fiji, the Queen did the
unthinkable and abdicated.
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Other Pacific countries
Several former British dependencies have become
full Commonwealth member states. One of these is
Tuvalu, which the Queen and Prince Philip visited
in 1982. Garlanded islanders carried the royal couple
through the streets in a large canoe. The Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge are expected to visit the island
during this Jubilee year.
Kiribati,Vanuatu, Western Samoa and Nauru are all
republics, but the island of Tonga has retained its
own monarchy. Tonga is also known as the Friendly
Islands because of the friendly reception that Captain
James Cook received on his first visit there in 1773.
Its current monarch is Tupou V, grandson of Queen
Salote Tupou III, who was a guest at the Queen’s
Coronation. Despite the rainy weather that day, Queen
Salote endeared herself to the press and British public
by insisting that she ride through the streets to the
ceremony in an open carriage.

The biggest Commonwealth member state among the
South Pacific islands is Papua New Guinea. Never a
British colony, it was once a dependency of Australia.
When it gained independence in 1975, the islanders
decided to appoint the Queen as their Head of State.
It was felt that she offered the best chance of unity for
the population of 7 million, in which 850 indigenous
languages are spoken. She was seen as somebody above
tribal conflict or loyalty, somebody they could all respect.
When it was proposed the Queen, she happily accepted
the position and added another realm to her portfolio.

Top:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip being carried ashore in
traditional boats, Tuvalu, South
Paciﬁc, 1982.

The biggest Commonwealth member state
among the South Pacific islands is Papua
New Guinea. Never a British colony, it was
once a dependency of Australia.
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THE QUEEN
& COMMONWEALTH
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee

1952 - 2012

SOLOMON ISLANDS THE QUEEN & COMMONWEALTH

Welcome and Congratulatory Messages – Queen and the Commonwealth

I

bring to Your Majesty, Greetings from the Government and the people of Solomon Islands on this occasion
of celebrating Your Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee marking Your Majesty’s 60 years Reign as our Queen,
Head of State and the Head of the Commonwealth.

We join other members of the Commonwealth in congratulating Your Majesty on this great occasion ﬁrstly as
Head of the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth has grown signiﬁcantly as an organization that cares for the
affairs of the peoples of its member countries in terms of its activities and programmes that focus on the needs
and aspirations of the Commonwealth.
Your Majesty had travelled extensively throughout the Commonwealth. On the occasion on becoming the
Queen and Head of the Commonwealth, Your Majesty had said “…The Commonwealth bears no resemblance
to the empires of the past. It is an entirely new conception built on the highest qualities of the spirit of man:
friendship, loyalty and desire for freedom and peace…”
This remark is indeed a reﬂection of Your Majesty’s desire to shape the Commonwealth into an organization
that is responsive to the desires of man in terms of togetherness, steadfastness, freedom and peace in the world.
We also join the other Realms in congratulating Your Majesty as our Queen and Head of State. We are proud
to have Your Majesty as Head of State since independence from the United Kingdom on 7, July, 1978. We are
happy that this Royal link has remained steadfast over the years, showing our loyalty and love for Your Majesty.
Your Majesty’s ﬁrst visit to Solomon Islands as a British Protectorate was in 1974,
more than 30 years ago. We still remember it with fond memories. The people of
Namuga village in the Star Harbour area in the Makira District at that time still
remember Your Majesty’s arrival on the Royal Britannia with Prince Philip.
As Attorney General at that time, I had had the honour of being invited to
attend dinner on board the Royal Britannia at Ports Authority Wharf at Point
Cruz, Honiara, Solomon Islands.
We still regard this visit as being a historic landing by the Queen of
England on our soil.
Being appointed Your Majesty’s Governor General has been
an honour and privilege of great signiﬁcance to me and my
family.
We also remember with fondness Your Majesty’s second
visit to Solomon Islands in October, 1982 after Independence
in the Royal Britannia.
May God bless and save Your Majesty. Long live the Queen
of Solomon Islands and the Head of the Commonwealth.

SIR FRANK UTU OFAGIORO KABUI, GCMG CSI OBE
GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF SOLOMON ISLANDS

CELEBRATING HER MAJESTY’S DIAMOND JUBILEE

Queen & Commonwealth
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee

98

International Queen_V1_042010.indd 98

07/04/2012 17:02:26

The Americas & The
Caribbean
There are 13 Commonwealth member states in the Americas, all but Belize and
Canada within the Caribbean region. Canada was one of the founding members of
the Commonwealth on receiving its independence in 1931. Jamaica and Trinidad
and Tobago joined the Commonwealth in 1962, Barbados and Guyana in 1966,
and the other Caribbean states followed in the 1970s and 1980s. All member states
in this region are democracies.

C

anada
Canada is by far the largest member of
the Commonwealth in the Americas.
Throughout history, its statesmen have shown
great vision, not least in the peaceful way they
garnered its independence in 1931. This blueprint
for independence was to become a model for many
former British colonies. The nation’s leaders have often
advocated the need for making collective decisions,
and they have been progressive, never allowing their
policies to be hampered by stifling tradition.
Canada’s rulers have also consistently embraced the
principals of ‘the club’, and perhaps this is one of the
reasons why Her Majesty has always had such a great
affection for the vast country. Her love for Canada
may have been something she inherited from her
parents. In the spring of 1939, and in the looming
shadow of war, King George VI became the first
reigning monarch to visit Canada, travelling by train
across the country. When his wife Queen Elizabeth
(later the Queen Mother) was asked whether she was
English or Scottish on the visit, she famously replied:
“Since we reached Quebec, I’ve been Canadian”.
Queen Elizabeth II has toured Canada 24 times and
on her last visit there in June 2010, she spoke openly
of her deep bond with the country. “My mother once
said that this country felt like a home away from home
for the Queen of Canada”, she said. “I am pleased to
report that it still does and I am delighted to be back
amongst you all”.
Her first overseas trip to Canada was as Princess
Elizabeth in 1951. It was her first royal visit and she
was understandably nervous, particularly as she was
worried about her father, who had just had lung
surgery. On top of that, she had left two-year-old

Charles and one-year-old Anne at home. She and
Prince Philip spent 33 days in the vast country, and
travelled 10,000 miles. “From the moment when I first
set foot on Canadian soil, the feeling of strangeness
went”, she said, “for I knew myself to be not only
amongst friends, but amongst fellow countrymen”.

Left:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip at the opening of the
Canadian Parliament, Ottawa,
Canada, 14 October, 1957.

Since then, the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh have
visited every province in Canada. Her first visit as
Queen was in 1957. At a state banquet, she wore a
lavish green satin Norman Hartnell dress, adorned
with a garland of green velvet maple leaves, Canada’s
national symbol. Canadians were thrilled. The gown
was a visual reminder of her status as Queen of
Canada, and became known as the ‘maple leaf of
Canada dress’.
Two years later, the Queen, alongside the US President
Eisenhower, opened the new St Lawrence Seaway in
Canada, which connects the Atlantic with the Great
Lakes in America. It was during that trip that she
undertook her first, and only, foreign visit as Queen

In the spring of 1939, and in the looming
shadow of war, King George VI became the first
reigning monarch to visit Canada, travelling by
train across the country. When his wife Queen
Elizabeth (later the Queen Mother) was asked
whether she was English or Scottish on the visit,
she famously replied: “Since we reached Quebec,
I’ve been Canadian.
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of Canada when she met President Eisenhower in
Washington D.C., and confided to the President that
she was expecting her third child, Prince Andrew. After
the exhausting visit, she realised it was impossible to
cover Canada in a single tour. Since then, all royal
tours have focused on particular provinces.
The Queen returned in 1967 to celebrate the
Centennial of Confederation, and on Ottawa’s
Parliament Hill, she cut a towering nine metre high
birthday cake. She opened the Olympic Games
in Montreal in 1976, in which Princess Anne
competed as a member of the British equestrian
team. The Queen officiated at the opening of the
Commonwealth Games in Edmonton in 1978 and in
Victoria in 1994. In 1977, she returned to celebrate
her Silver Jubilee and in 2002, she marked her Golden
Jubilee, visiting among other places the new territory
of Nunavut.
Despite the Queen’s personal popularity, Canada
experienced significant republican unrest for many
years, particularly during the 1960s with calls for
French-speaking Quebec to become a separate nation.
But in recent years, those strong feelings have subsided
and it is now seen as one of the most loyal of all the
Queen’s realms.
Given the Queen’s close association with Canada,
it was fitting that the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge’s first official joint tour representing
Her Majesty was a nine-day tour of the country last
year. Prince William and the Duchess of Cambridge
received a rapturous welcome. The couple’s first
engagement was to lay a wreath and bouquet at
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Ottawa. The
couple gave the tour a more modern feel when they
were photographed enjoying an informal barbecue
with 120 young Canadians in Ottawa.
In Canada, the Duchess of Cambridge evoked
memories of the Queen’s famous maple leaf dress
when she wore an outfit in the country’s national
colours of red and white, topped with a red maple leaf
hat by her favourite milliner, Sylvia Fletcher. She also

wore a diamond maple leaf brooch, which was given
to the Queen Mother by the people of Canada.

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II views a
cultural performance at The

Caribbean
The Queen has described the Caribbean region as
‘a miniature version of the Commonwealth’, and she
has always had a deep affection for its diversity and
vibrancy. She has never been one for taking sides and
admits that when England’s cricketers are playing the
West Indies, she finds it hard to know which team to
support. She is, after all, Queen of both.

Queens Hall, Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago, 28
November, 2009.
Far right:
Prince Charles visiting the
Wanuskewin heritage park,
Saskatoon, Vanada wearing
the blanket presented to him,
by Native Americans, 28 April,
2001.

The Caribbean is a very important area for the
monarchy as well as the Commonwealth. It includes
Her Majesty’s realms (countries in which she is both
monarch and Head of State) of Barbados, Jamaica,
Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, St Kitts and Nevis, St
Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, St Lucia and
the Bahamas. The Caribbean region also covers British
Overseas Territories. These are defined as being still
under British jurisdiction as they have not gained
independence and include Bermuda, Montserrat, the
British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, the Turks
and Caicos Islands, and Anguilla.
The Queen and other members of the Royal Family
are frequent visitors to the region, so much so that the
Royal Yacht Britannia was quite a common sight in
the oceans and harbours of the Caribbean until 1997,
when it was decommissioned after 44 years of service.
By that time, this royal residence of the sea, which is
now a floating museum in Scotland, had become one
of the most famous ships in the world, hosting highly
successful diplomatic receptions in its state apartments
onboard, as well as being the Queen’s home from
home on royal tours.
Some countries in the region have moved to sever
links with the Crown. Guyana dropped the Queen
as Head of State in 1970 and Trinidad and Tobago
followed suit in 1976, although both opted to remain
in the Commonwealth.
The most recent Caribbean country to propose
republicanism is Jamaica. After winning the election

The Queen and other members of the Royal Family are frequent visitors to the
region, so much so that the Royal Yacht Britannia was quite a common sight in the
oceans and harbours of the Caribbean until 1997, when it was decommissioned after
44 years of service.
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on January 2012, Prime Minister Portia Simpson
Miller pledged to abandon the Queen as Head of
State and turn the country into a republic. She said, “I
love the Queen. She is a beautiful lady, and apart from
being a beautiful lady, a wise lady and a wonderful
lady”. But switching to Jamaican patois, she added:
“But I think time come”. She then told the crowd, “I
have long believed that if we are to have a queen, it
must be a Jamaican queen”.
In response Buckingham Palace released a statement,
which read: “The issue of the Jamaican Head of State
is entirely a matter for the Jamaican government and
people”. There is no suggestion that Jamaica wants to
abandon the Commonwealth.
The Caribbean receives a quarter of all
Commonwealth funding as it presents many
challenges, such as the high level of migration which
drains the islands of local skills, and the growing

regional security problems fuelled by the drug trade,
to name but a few. Another huge problem is the high
debt burden experienced by some of the countries
– for example, Jamaica has the fourth highest debt
burden in the world on a per capita basis.
But the Commonwealth of Nations, with its diverse
make-up and tradition of representing smaller states, is
well placed to support the region.

She has never been one for taking sides and admits
that when England’s cricketers are playing the West
Indies, she finds it hard to know which team to
support. She is, after all, Queen of both.
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the Commonwealth
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London, February 2012
As Mayor of London I would like to pass on the warmest good
wishes of all Londoners to Her Majesty The Queen in this year of
her Diamond Jubilee.
For sixty years The Queen has been an enduring presence in the
life of London. Throughout that time Her Majesty has lead the
Commonwealth with dignity and purpose. London remains at the
heart of the Commonwealth, and has welcomed its people for
generations. Those people have helped make this the great city
it is today and continue to enrich our society and contribute to
our economy.
2012 is a truly historic year for London, undoubtedly a oncein-a-lifetime experience for us all. Not only do we celebrate
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee but we host the world’s greatest
sporting event, the Olympic and Paralympic Games, which will
put us in the global spotlight and spur the long-term rejuvenation
of east London, bringing benefits to the whole capital.
These are just some of the many wonderful events that will make
this year an exceptional one in the life of our city. The Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee celebrations will be the jewel in the crown in
what will be a summer like no other.

Boris Johnson
Mayor of London

CITY HALL, THE QUEEN’S WALK, LONDON, SE1 2AA
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Europe
There are only three Commonwealth member states in Europe, all of which are
members of the European Union too. The UK was a founder member of the
Commonwealth in 1931. Cyprus became a member of the Commonwealth upon
independence in 1961 and Malta in 1964.

M

alta
The island of Malta is the only other
country outside the UK that the Queen
has lived in. She called it home on and off between
1949 and 1951, dividing her time between her naval
officer husband, Prince Philip, who had been posted
to the island, and her baby son in the care of nannies
back home. In Malta, Princess Elizabeth was able to
live much the same as any other navy wife, albeit in
a grander house. She was spotted driving her MG
car, dining at local restaurants, visiting the hair salon,
shopping with friends and attending dances. It is
thought to be the closest experience she has ever had
to normal life.
She was back in Malta in 1954, on the way home
from her first grand world tour as monarch when she
stopped for a few days to board the new Royal Yacht
Britannia.
The island became a republic in 1974, and in
November 2007, she and the Duke of Edinburgh chose
to spend their 60th wedding anniversary there, while
en route to Uganda for the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting. Their stay in Malta that time was
described in the press as their second honeymoon.
The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
has been held in all three European Commonwealth
member states. In the UK, it was held in London in 1977
and 20 years later in Edinburgh. Limassol in Cyprus was
the host in 1993 and Valletta in Malta in 2005.
Ahead of the latter conference, the Queen spoke
with affection for the island that had played such an
important role during the Second World War for the
Allies, as well as in her private life. Her Majesty has
never forgotten the time that she lived there, and as a
result the island has always had a special place in the
heart. She said, “I know I speak for Prince Philip as well
as myself in saying how pleased we are to be back in
Malta. We both retain a deep affection for your country
and the outgoing, generous Maltese people who have
always offered us the hand of friendship”.

Cyprus
The Queen has visited Cyprus several times. The first
was in 1983 and she visited again the following year,
both for overnight stays. In 1993, she spent a week
in the country before the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting.
The island state joined the Commonwealth in 1960 on
gaining independence, when it became the Republic
of Cyprus. Since then, tensions rose between the Greek
Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities on the
island. In 1974, after a Greek military coup, Cyprus was
invaded by Turkish troops who partitioned the island,
occupying the northern part. The United Nations
monitored Green Line still divides the two parts of
Cyprus. In 1983, the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus declared independence, although this has only
been recognised by Turkey.
The Commonwealth has long protested about the
occupation and tried to resolve it through negotiation.
The UK
The former colonial power of the British Empire
remains a hub of Commonwealth activity. We discuss
the Queen’s relationship with the UK in more detail
in the chapter, The Queen at Home. London is home
to many Commonwealth organisations, including
the Commonwealth Secretariat, Commonwealth
Foundation, Commonwealth Business Council

In Malta, Princess Elizabeth was able to live
much the same as any other navy wife, albeit
in a grander house. She was spotted driving her
MG car, dining at local restaurants, visiting the
hair salon, shopping with friends and attending
dances. It is thought to be the closest experience
she has ever had to normal life.
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Cameron’s coalition government has been alive to
this dramatic shift. He has made it clear he feels the
Commonwealth has a great deal to offer, particularly
when it comes to trade, and indeed his first foreign
visit as Prime Minister was to India. He has been vocal
in calling for the Commonwealth to be bold and to
strengthen its commitment to human rights – calling
for it to stand up more publicly to abuses, and so
show that it is an organisation for the future. He has
also stated he believes the UK should reinvigorate
its relationship and play a much bigger role in the
Commonwealth’s future development.

Previous page:
Queen Elizabeth II in
St Georges Square, Valletta,
Malta, 23 November, 2005.
Left:
Prince Philip and William
Hague on a visit to Cork,
Ireland, 20 May, 2011.

William Hague, the present Foreign Secretary, has been
outspoken about the Commonwealth too. He has
warned the association needs to take more active role
in spreading democracy and stopping conflict across
the world. He said a bolder approach would “make the
most of the immense potential of this organisation”.

and Commonwealth Games Federation. The Royal
Commonwealth Society, which commissioned this
celebratory publication, is also based in central London.
In 2010, Michael Ancram the Marquis of Lothian, a
former Conservative Party chairman and then Shadow
Foreign Secretary, suggested that there was no reason
why the Commonwealth headquarters should remain
in London. He said: “Britain should accept that centring
the Commonwealth in London leaves it open to
accusations of carrying the shades of empire. It should
be re-based in India, which itself has the potential to
become a powerful inner core of a living network of
relations that cross continents and have unparalleled
global reach”.
For years, Britain faced accusations that its foreign
policy turned its back on its Commonwealth
relationships and focused too much on cementing
ties with Europe and America. The new global
powerhouses, however, are now in the East and David

He added: “Will it make the leap necessary to live up to
its ideals fully, make a greater contribution to its citizens
and have a bigger impact on world affairs, or will it
continue to tread softly? And can the Commonwealth
expect to live up to the hopes and expectations of its
young people and remain relevant as an organisation
unless it does so, without sliding into irrelevance in
their eyes?”
His point has been much debated. It is an
important one and fundamental to the future of the
Commonwealth in the 21st century.

For years, Britain faced accusations that its foreign
policy turned its back on its Commonwealth
relationships and focused too much on cementing
ties with Europe and America.
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TO HER MAJESTY
QUEEN ELIZABETH II
MANY YEARS!
In 1922, exactly 90 years ago, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople created this Diocese, with its centre in London. Since then a great many changes have taken place not only in
this country but also in Europe and the rest of the world.
After the Second World War a new wave of Greek Orthodox immigrants, many from Cyprus, now a member of the Commonwealth, settled in these islands, and the Church authorities began to make provision for their spiritual, social and educational needs. Today,
as Her Majesty reaches her Diamond Jubilee, the Greek Orthodox Christians in these
islands have churches not only in London but also in all the larger, and many of the
smaller, cities and towns served by devoted and enthusiastic clergy and laity.
It goes without saying that the Orthodox in this country strive to remain loyal citizens
while remaining true to their Tradition. I trust that Orthodox Christians, together
with the members of our sister churches, will continue to serve the people of this
country, to the glory of the Triune God.
From an early age Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II knew that she would one day be
Queen and she accepted this burden as a serious call to mission and service. This
sense of mission has marked her whole life throughout the 60 years of her reign.
She has been blessed in her long and happy marriage to an ideal husband, Prince
Philip of Greece. Like her he came of a royal house and he was able to share with
the burden of kingship in a very difficult period of human history. The Second
World War and its aftermath were destined to change the shape of the map of
humanity, as the wind of freedom created many new states, turning the old
British Empire into the Commonwealth. Her Majesty, being at the helm,
made a unique contribution to this transformation of Empire into a Commonwealth of 54 independent states. This change has been achieved on the
whole by peaceful means and with new progress in the life of Great Britain
and the Commonwealth, and of the wider world.
Queen Elizabeth has been a conservative monarch, but she has helped her
people to open their minds and hearts to accept and adopt new ideas in
every aspect of life. Characteristically she remains a devout Christian,
manifesting her religious and spiritual values, such as the integrity of
the family, charity and sharing the country’s wealth with poor nations,
some of them her former colonies. She is a devout Anglican, following the path of her predecessors. Recently she openly defended the
Church of England, reminding everyone that she is its Supreme
Governor and urging the people of Britain to follow her example.
In congratulating Her Majesty on her completing Sixty Glorious
Years, I, Archbishop Gregorios, end as I began with the traditional acclamation given to the Emperors of Byzantium, “Eis
Polla Eti!” - “Many Years!”

www.thyateira.org.uk
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The Queen at
home
“With experience, dignity and quiet authority she has guided and united our nation
and the Commonwealth over six varied decades.”
British Prime Minister Rt Hon David Cameron MP talking about
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on the 60th anniversary of her accession
to the throne

- By Jennie Bond, Contributing Editor

T

he Queen and her home life are surprisingly
low profile, especially when compared
with the celebrities who populate the
UK’s magazines and TV shows. She’s not splashed
all over the newspapers every day, yet she is always
there, in the background of our national life. Hers
is a constant presence, a wise head on extremely
experienced shoulders.
The statistics show that the British public appreciate this
quiet, understated approach to her royal position – indeed
support for the Queen remains surprisingly stable.
Official polls consistently show a 70 per cent approval
rate, with just 20 per cent against the institution and 10
per cent undecided. These are figures any elected Head
of State would covet.
A modernised monarch
Part of her success is her willingness to allow the palace
to move with the times. During her reign, advisers have
been brought into both her private and press office from
the worlds of business, public relations and the media.
It was soon grasped that the palace needed to become
less reactive and more pro-active. The key was to make

headlines instead of simply responding to them. And so,
even though the Queen is now well into her eighties,
she’s carrying out more engagements than ever – an
impressive 444 in 2010. But her time is managed more
efficiently and the engagements are more focussed. Twice
a year, for example, she now hosts themed receptions at
the palace, gathering together people from one particular
industry such as the arts, the City or the clothing
industry. They always make news and show that the
Queen remains in touch with the nation.

Right:
Queen Elizabeth II at home, 13
May, 2011.

Furthermore the palace has made a conscious effort to
keep abreast of modern technology and social media.
It has its own website, Facebook page, Twitter and
Flickr accounts. And those 21st century tools allow the
monarchy to reach out to the younger generation, not
just in the UK but throughout the Commonwealth.
They all contribute to the crucial work of keeping the
monarchy relevant.
The Queen’s calendar
For all the adaptations, which have seen the palace
respond to modern trends, the Queen’s diary is
worked out around a set pattern that has remained
largely unchanged for decades. The year begins at

The Queen has 30
godchildren.
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Far left:
The Royal Family at Balmoral
Castle, 20 November, 1979.
Top left:
Queen Elizabeth II and Prince
Philip celebrating the 30th
anniversary of her accession at
Sandringham House, 1982.
Bottom left:
Buckingham Palace, London.

The Queen and The
Duke of Edinburgh
introduced
small, informal
luncheon parties at
Buckingham Palace
to meet distinguished
people from all
professions, trades
and vocations. The
first lunch was held
on 11th May 1956
and the tradition
continues to this day.
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Far left:
Meeting Alex Salmond,
Holyroodhouse, Edinburgh,
Scotland, 4 July, 2011.
Left:
The ruined interior of St
George’s Hall, Windsor Castle,
November, 1992.

Sandringham, in Norfolk, where the Royal Family
gather each year for their Christmas and New Year
break. Life here is a little less formal, with numerous
shooting parties – usually led by the Duke of Edinburgh
– with the women either joining in or following to
help gather the birds.
The house has been the private home of four
generations of Sovereigns since 1862, and since her first
visit – aged just eight months – the Queen has been
deeply attached to it. More than half the estate is let to
tenant farmers, the rest is farmed in hand or used for
forestry (the estate has its own sawmill). There are also
two studs, a fruit farm and a 600 acre country park. The
Queen takes a particular interest in the Sandringham
kennels. During her reign, the breeding programme
has gone from strength to strength, and all the puppies
born there are named by the Queen herself. And when
she’s not at the studs or the kennels, she loves to pop
into the royal pigeon lofts, which currently house about
240 birds – many of which regularly win national and
international races.
While the younger members come and go, the Queen
and the Duke of Edinburgh remain at Sandringham
until early February. They then return to Buckingham
Palace until Easter, when the court moves to the
Queen’s favourite home – and her weekend retreat
when she is in London – Windsor Castle. It’s the largest
occupied castle in the world and probably the most
imposing and beautiful of her official residences. A
royal home and fortress for over 900 years, it remains a
working palace today. Just how much the castle means
to the Queen was evident when fire ravaged part of
the building in 1992: she looked utterly forlorn as she

viewed the ruins at the end of a year which, for her, had
been an ‘annus horribilis’.
Today the castle is back to its former glory and the focal
point for one of the highlights of the Queen’s calendar:
the Royal Ascot race meeting in June. For that summer’s
week, she hosts a convivial house party with friends and
connections from the racing world. The most favoured
are invited to accompany her in the carriage procession
along the course and to enjoy the hospitality of the royal
box. Her passion for racing is well known. Although she’s
not given to public displays of emotion, she can’t help
herself when one of her horses is running. If you’re lucky,
you might glimpse her in the royal box, binoculars at the
ready, jumping up and down with excitement as one of
her thoroughbreds races ahead. Her trainers and racing
managers say that what she doesn’t know about horses
simply isn’t worth knowing.
It is, of course, at Royal Ascot that the Queen’s taste in
fashion comes under the closest scrutiny. Every day of
the meeting, money is won and lost on what colour hat
she will be wearing. Over the years her sense of what
suits her – and the occasion – has wavered very little.
She generally opts for something smart, comfortable,
crease-proof if possible and in a bright colour that
will allow people to see her better. In the 1940s and
50s, Norman Hartnell, who designed the Queen’s
wedding dress and coronation robes, produced many
of her finest evening dresses, using sumptuous silks and
duchesse satins. Hardy Amies began designing clothes
for the Queen in the early 1950s and created numerous
memorable outfits for her. These days she often wears
designs by Stewart Parvin, who trained at Edinburgh
College of Art. She also relies heavily on her personal

Over the course of
the reign, around
1.1 million people
have attended
garden parties at
Buckingham Palace
or the Palace of
Holyroodhouse
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The perfect gift for diplomats to commemorate
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Diamond Jubilee.

T

his year Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II is celebrating her
Diamond Jubilee alongside her
60 years as Head of the Commonwealth.
The Royal Commonwealth Society has
published Queen & Commonwealth, to
reﬂect on the past 60 years of the Queen’s
remarkable life and her role as Head of
the Commonwealth. Edited by Robert
Jobson, royal commentator and New
York Times best-selling royal author,
and Jennie Bond, former BBC royal
correspondent, this classically printed,
lavishly illustrated publication is the
perfect gift for every Commonwealth
diplomat and royal enthusiast.

Editor: Robert Jobson
Contributing Editor: Jennie Bond

To order copies visit:
WWW.QUEENANDCOMMONWEALTH.COM

PROVIDING ESSENTIAL INFORMATION TO
FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS FOR 65 YEARS
ESTABLISHED 1947

DIPLOMAT

On our 65th Anniversary, DIPLOMAT magazine would like to congratulate Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on the occasion of Her Diamond Jubilee. Throughout
60 years of reign, Her Majesty has inspired harmony, hope and unity among the
Commonwealth, and has actively and graciously represented the United Kingdom
with dignity across the globe. DIPLOMAT would like to express its best wishes to
Her Majesty and the Royal Family on such a momentous anniversary.
DIPLOMAT MAGAZINE, 11 GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON SW1X 7EE
T: +44 (0)20 245 6794 WWW.DIPLOMATMAGAZINE.COM
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assistant, Angela Kelly, a vivacious Liverpudlian who
has formed a close bond with the Queen. She has now
taken on the role of senior dresser and has created many
highly successful designs in recent years.
Later in June, the Queen takes up residence at the
Palace of Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh for a week of
engagements north of the border. Situated at the end
of the Royal Mile, the palace is closely associated with
figures from Scotland’s turbulent past, including Mary,
Queen of Scots, who lived here between 1561 and
1567. Today, it’s the setting for state ceremonies and
official entertaining.
Then it’s back to Buckingham Palace until early August,
when the Queen and Duke head up to Scotland again
to spend the rest of the summer at Balmoral. This is a
fairy tale castle – bought by Prince Albert in 1852 for
Queen Victoria – with an estate that now stretches to
more than 50,000 acres. The deer, grouse and salmon
provide fine game and the setting, among the pine
forests of Deeside, is spectacular. Once a year, the
Queen invites her British Prime Minister and their
spouse for a late summer’s weekend at Balmoral. It’s the
closest they get to seeing her relaxed and at ease in her
home environment. There are picnics and barbecues
– with Prince Philip acting as chef – after which the
Queen insists on doing the washing up by hand and
without help from her guests. Here they see her living
the relatively simple life she almost certainly would

have preferred: deep in the countryside with her horses
and dogs. Animals are her favoured companions – loyal,
discreet and oblivious to her status. Even in her ninth
decade, the Queen goes riding whenever she can and a
brisk walk with the dogs is a sure-fire way to blow away
the cobwebs of dealing with the relentless flow of red
boxes full of official papers.

Top:
Leaving the Christmas Day
church service, Sandringham,
Norfolk, 2010.

Red boxes and prime ministers
Wherever she goes, the Queen’s work goes with her.
Each evening, that red box arrives for her perusal.
Much of it is dense parliamentary business, but she
is assiduous about reading it and returning it by the
following morning. At weekends, she is sent a larger
selection, including a summary of events around the
Commonwealth. As a result, she’s probably more up to
date about global and domestic current affairs than most
of her ministers. She also presides over regular meetings
of the Privy Council at which routine government

The Queen takes a particular interest in the
Sandringham kennels. During her reign, the
breeding programme has gone from strength to
strength, and all the puppies born there are named
by the Queen herself.
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business is quickly dealt with – freeing up Parliament to
concentrate on more complex matters.
Another significant commitment is the Queen’s
weekly audience with her British Prime Minister.
David Cameron is the twelfth of her reign and, like
his predecessors, has quickly learned to value these
meetings. Tony Blair once said there were only two
people he could tell his problems to: one was his
wife, the other the Queen. She herself has said that
she feels it is useful for her prime ministers to be
able to unburden themselves and occasionally she
can put forward a point of view that they have not
seen. Constitutionally, the monarch only has the right
to be consulted, to encourage and to warn. But, as
the historian AJP Taylor wrote: “To make the Prime
Minister explain himself is a useful task, often beyond
the wit of Parliament to accomplish”.
As Head of State, the Queen must frequently leave her
country pursuits behind and don her grand apparel for
a number of set-piece events – for example the two incoming state visits that she hosts each year. The pomp
and circumstance accorded to the arrival of presidents
or monarchs from around the world is a reminder
of the Queen’s role in promoting – and sometimes
smoothing – the UK’s diplomatic relations with other
countries. They can’t fail to be impressed by a journey
from the Royal Mews in one of the famous state
coaches, or by the sheer scale of the banquet which is
held in their honour.
Faith and charity
Throughout her long reign, the Queen has been guided
by her deep religious faith. As monarch, she is also
Supreme Governor of the Church of England – and it
is a role she takes seriously. Wherever she is, she likes to
attend church on Sunday and those who know her say
her faith gives her an inner calm.
Every Christmas, her broadcasts both at home
and abroad contain overtly Christian messages.
Unfashionable, perhaps, but heartfelt and fiercely
traditional – in keeping with the Queen’s
profound beliefs.
Another important aspect of her life is the support
she can give to charities and other organisations by
accepting a role as patron. Currently she is linked to
more than 600 – including many military associations,
the children’s charity NSPCC, the Kennel Club and the
Campaign to Protect Rural England.
Clearly she cannot be directly involved in all of them
– but merely having the Queen as patron provides

vital publicity for the work of these organisations, and
allows their achievements and contributions to society
to be recognised.
Family life
For all this, she is also a wife, mother, grandmother and
friend to a very select group. Her marriage to Prince
Philip has been the bed-rock of every aspect of her
life. She fell for her handsome sailor when she was
just 13, married him when she was 21, and clearly still
adores him. As one of her cousins once told me, the
Queen has always used her feminine wiles to placate
Philip. At home, she lets him wear the trousers in every
sense: running the estates, making the big decisions and
sometimes bossing her about. He is, after all, the only
one who would dare.

Top left:
US President Barack Obama
on a State Visit to London, 24
May, 2011.
Bottom left:
Reception for Leaders of the
Overseas Territories at Windsor
Castle, 16 November, 2010.

They’re not the sort of couple to show their emotions
openly but, on their Golden Wedding Anniversary,
the Queen put her feelings on record. “Prince Philip,”
she said, “is someone who doesn’t take easily to
compliments but he has, quite simply, been my strength
and stay all these years. And I owe him a debt greater
than he would ever claim, or we shall ever know”.
As a mother, her life has been more troubled. With three
divorces and two re-marriages between her four children,
the Queen has had to steer a careful path through the
minefield of family relations. She is an intensely private
person and to see her children’s marital squabbles making
newspaper headlines was traumatic. But she rarely
intervened. Critics will say she should have.
The scars run deepest in her relationship with Charles.
There’s often an awkwardness when they are together.
But, at one of his birthday parties, he made it obvious
that he admires her both as a mother and as Sovereign.
“Mummy”, he said – to peals of laughter – “coupled,
of course, with Your Majesty. I don’t quite know how
you’ve put up with me for all these years!”

Tony Blair once said there were only two people
he could tell his problems to: one was his wife,
the other the Queen. She herself has said that
she feels it is useful for her prime ministers to be
able to unburden themselves and occasionally she
can put forward a point of view that they have
not seen.
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GATWICK
CELEBRATES
60 YEARS
Gatwick Airport is delighted to mark the
Diamond Jubilee and sixty-year leadership
of the Commonwealth of Nations by
Her Majesty the Queen.
We take great pride in our long-standing
royal connections.
In 1952 Her Majesty’s Government approved the
development of Gatwick, laying the foundations for ‘the
new London Airport’ which Her Majesty ofﬁcially opened in
1958. Thirty years later she returned to Gatwick to open the
North Terminal.

46543_GAL_JubileeAdvert_Teal_FINAL.indd 1

The last sixty years have been a period of continual growth and
progress for Gatwick, just as they have for the Commonwealth.
Co-operation, connectivity and sustainability are at the heart of
the Commonwealth and are the foundation of what we do. The
Commonwealth represents nearly a third of the world’s population,
and Gatwick serves approximately a third of Commonwealth nations.
And just as the Commonwealth goes from strength to strength,
so does Gatwick. We are undergoing the biggest transformation in
our history through a £1 billion investment programme building
world-class facilities which will enable us to increase our
worldwide reach.
Our aim is for Gatwick to become the airport of choice, not only
in London but in Europe, delivering world class service to all
our passengers.

19/03/2012 10:18

Left:
Queen Elizabeth II with
grandchildren, Peter Phillips,
Zara Phillips and Princess
Anne, 1985.

Now though, all but Prince Andrew seem to be settled.
And he seems happy enough living with his ex-wife,
the Duchess of York.

James. All three were enjoying a gentle ride – proof,
if it were needed, that the Queen really is rather a
cool granny.

The Queen as a grandmother
It must be strange to have to bow or curtsey to
your grandmother – but all eight of the Queen’s
grandchildren have been brought up to respect the
institution she embodies, as well as to love their granny.
She’s an important figure in all their lives, from the
eldest – Peter Phillips, 34, to the youngest, four-year-old
James,Viscount Severn.

At last, it seems the family is in calmer waters. And the
marriage of Prince William to Catherine Middleton
has put the icing on the cake. With the future of the
House of Windsor now looking stable and secure,
those close to the Queen say she has never been more
content or relaxed.

But none depend on her wisdom and experience as
much as Prince William, who will one day take on the
same weighty role. William says his relationship with his
gran is going from strength to strength as he gets older.
She’s always keen for him to ask questions – and he
says there’s nothing she won’t already know, nor have a
better opinion about.
It’s funny to watch them together – William towering
over his granny. But you could certainly see the pride in
her eyes when she went to William’s base at RAF Valley,
shortly before his wedding. And he was delighted to be
showing her his big yellow helicopter.
She’s immensely proud of all her grandchildren
– especially Zara, who shares her love of horses.
And not long ago, at the age of 85, the Queen was
pictured on horseback looking thoroughly relaxed
and content with her two youngest grandchildren,
Lady Louise Windsor, now eight, and her brother

And so this Diamond Jubilee is shaping up to be a true
celebration of a Sovereign who has subtly allowed the
monarchy to evolve with the times. She has helped
the institution remain relevant in an era in which
change is happening at breakneck speed. She has
earned the respect of the people of the UK and of the
Commonwealth. And, in this anniversary year, they will
be out in their hundreds of thousands – if not millions
– to pay tribute to her dedication.

She has earned the respect of the people of the
UK and of the Commonwealth. And, in this
anniversary year, they will be out in their hundreds
of thousands – if not millions – to pay tribute to
her dedication.
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Celebrating Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s
A message from His Excellency Paul Biya,
President of the Republic of Cameroon
Cameroon has very strong historic ties with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II who was
monarch of the UK at the time Cameroon gained its independence, a part of Cameroon
having been administered by Great Britain as a Trusteeship territory of the UN.
The manner with which she has reigned over her people has inspired many Cameroonian
women to take a greater interest in public affairs and office. Ever since Cameroon joined the
Commonwealth in 1995, it has found the organisation to be a true partner to its economic,
social and cultural development, and a suitable framework through which such fundamental
values as democracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law can be enhanced for
the good of its citizens. Although Cameroon remains one of the few Commonwealth
countries still to be visited by Queen Elizabeth II, the impact of her actions to make
the Commonwealth a truly contemporary organisation, meeting the aspirations and
expectations of its citizens, is felt in even the most remote parts of the country.
This laudable achievement is a vivid illustration of the fact that Queen Elizabeth II has constantly been an integral part of the ongoing
transformation of the old British Empire into the new British Commonwealth and its modern successor, the Commonwealth of Nations.
For 60 years she has been very instrumental in reinforcing the link by which the Commonwealth joins people together from around the
world. Today the Commonwealth is a unique global family of 54 member states characterised by an astonishing diversity, consulting and
cooperating in the common interests of their peoples and in the promotion of democracy and good governance, respect for human rights
and the rule of law, as well as sustainable environmental, economic and social development.
Throughout her reign, Queen Elizabeth II has been absolutely determined to achieve the true value of the Commonwealth which derives
not from similarity or even like-mindedness, but from variety and the fact that this organisation is a blend of the world’s diversity. Her
actions have gone a long way to harmonise differences over a wider range and to a further degree than any other consortium.
Today the Commonwealth can boast of frameworks and partnerships memorably described by the Queen herself as “the original
worldwide web”, which bind its members together to achieve their shared ambitions of growth, to escape poverty, to advance the culture
of democracy and to embed respect for human rights and the rule of law.

PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

CONTACT@PRESIDENCEDUCAMEROUN.COM

60 years as Head of the Commonwealth
The economic potential of Cameroon
Cameroon, regional powerhouse, is the largest economy in the Franc Zone, with a gross domestic product (GDP) estimated by the
International Monetary Fund at US$25.8bn in 2011, up from US$20.7bn in 2007. The African Development Bank projects growth at
5.3% this year, led mainly by domestic consumption, the execution of infrastructure programmes and projects to boost productivity in
agriculture.
Often called ‘Africa in miniature’ for its geological and cultural diversity, the country is blessed with natural resources (52 different
ores), 7.2mn hectares of arable land (10% of Africa’s total), and ample water and forestry. These endowments support diverse economic
activities, including mining, agriculture, logging, fisheries, eco-tourism and hydroelectricity, as well as manufacturing and agroprocessing. Over the past decade, the share of services in the GDP has risen to 51% by 2010. By contrast, the primary and secondary
sectors comprised 22% and 27% of the total, respectively.
Cameroon is probably among most ‘uncharted’ mineral regions. About 60% of its territory has never been fully prospected. According
to numerous studies, it possesses 2.5bn tons of iron ore (ranked 4th worldwide); an estimated 2bn tons of high-grade bauxite (the
world’s 5th largest); sapphire (estimated at 8,400g); 225mn tons of cobalt/nickel and the 2nd largest global reserves of rutile. Other
known minerals are gold, platinum, diamonds (147.2 tons), lead, tin and manganese. Cameroon is expected to produce 10 tons of gold
within five years.
Cameroon holds an estimated 570bn cubic metres of natural gas reserves in the Rio del Rey and Douala/Kribi-Campo basins, which
can be monetised for power-generation and developing heavy energy-intensive industries. A US$5bn liquefied natural gas plant is
being built in Kribi with an annual capacity of 3.5mn tons. The oil-rich Bakassi peninsula boasts the potential of increasing Cameroon’s
existing proven reserves of 250mn barrels. To ensure prudent utilisation of national assets, the government has signed up to the
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI).
With an estimated hydropower potential (994 TW.h), second only to DRC (1,000 TW.h), Cameroon can produce 15,000 to
20,000MW, becoming a major regional electricity exporter over the next 30 years. Equally, agriculture offers new openings for agroindustries. Main crops include cocoa, coffee (Arabica/Robusta), tea, sugarcane, rubber, banana, palm oil and cotton.
The government is actively encouraging foreign direct investment and public-private partnerships with attractive fiscal incentives and
investor-friendly policies. Interest, profits and dividends are freely remitted abroad. Business start-ups take only 48 hours. All legal
requirements comply with global norms such as the Washington Convention instituting the international centre for the resolution of
investment disputes. The country is also a member of the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA).
The government’s long-term strategy ‘Vision 2035’ envisages Cameroon as an “emerging nation, democratic and united in its diversity”.
The country is laying the foundations for achieving its national agenda by investing in human and capital resources. It is the hub for foreign
companies targeting the Central and West African market with over 200mn customers and remains the beacon of regional stability.

WWW.PRESIDENCEDUCAMEROUN.COM

WWW.PRC.COM

Queen & Commonwealth
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee

The Sport of
Queens
“In the parks of towns and cities, and on village greens up
and down the country, countless thousands of people every
week give up their time to participate in sport and exercise of
all sorts, or simply encourage others to do so.These kinds of
activity are common throughout the world and play a part in
providing a different perspective on life.”
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Christmas day
message, 2010

- By Robert Jobson, Editor-in-Chief

T

he Queen once confided that had she not
been monarch, she would like to have been
a lady living in the country with lots of horses
and dogs. Like any true enthusiast, the Queen’s love
of horses has not dimmed over the years. Whenever
the subject of horses and racing are introduced in
conversation, Her Majesty’s eyes light up. Indeed, she is
said to start her day surveying the pages of the Racing
Post – the bible of the racing fraternity. When she is
away, it is sent to her over the wires.

Right:
The Queen with her horses,
1985.

Her parents encouraged this love of horses. Both were
keen racehorse-owners and breeders. In 1942, the
16-year-old Princess Elizabeth was taken to the royal
stables at Beckhampton in Wiltshire, where she stroked
her father’s then unbeaten racehorse Big Game. She was
said to be so excited that she did not wash her hands
for several hours afterwards.
A love of horses
Her first racehorse, the filly Astrakhan, was a wedding
present from the Aga Khan, and since then she has
owned and bred scores of thoroughbreds. The Queen
now has about 25 horses in training most years, with
the majority bred from the royal studs.

The Queen learnt to
drive in 1945 when
she joined the Army.
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Queen & Commonwealth
Celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee

Far left:
Princess Anne at the Olympics,
1976.
Middle left:
The Queen’s granddaughter,
World Champion equestrienne,
Zara Tindall with champion
horse Toytown.
Left:
The Queen steps out with
granddaughter Princess
Beatrice on Ladies Day at
Royal Ascot, 2011.
Top right:
Princess Elizabeth horseback,
1940.
Bottom right:
Even the horses bow to Her
Majesty. The Queen at the
Windsor Horse Show, 2011.
Bottom far right:

Her interest in racing developed after her father died in
1952, when she inherited his racehorses. In the 1950s,
she enjoyed great success, including winning two of
British horse-racing’s five ‘classic’ flat races – the Oaks
at Epsom in 1957 and the 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket
in 1958.
Indeed, she was so successful that in 1954 and again in
1957, she was named British flat-racing’s Champion
Owner – the title being awarded to the owner whose
horses have won the most prize money that season.
Another successful year for her was 1977, her Silver
Jubilee year, when her horse Dunfermline was
victorious at both the Oaks at Epsom and the St Leger
Stakes at Doncaster.
There is, however, one race that has so far eluded her
– the Derby Stakes at Epsom, popularly known as the
Derby, which is the most prestigious of the five classic
flat races. It is still her ambition, and that of her racing
team, to one day be victorious in this race. But she has
never done better at the Derby than in 1953, when
Aureole finished second. Despite eight other attempts,
it is the only time that one of her horses has finished
in the first two. Her most recent try was in 2011 when
Carlton House finished third after losing a shoe close to
the finishing line.
Each June, she attends this race. Although she never bets
on her own horses, Her Majesty doesn’t mind a tiny
sweepstake. There is always one in the royal box that day,
with all the guests sticking a pound in the pot.

Royal Ascot, also in June, is another important fixture
in her year. She first attended in 1945, and has been
attending ever since.

Queen Elizabeth at Royal
Ascot in the unsaddling
enclosure, 1975.

In earlier years, one of her favourite past-times had
been to canter down the course in the early morning,
but media attention meant this became impossible.
She has long thrown an annual house party at Windsor
Castle during this racing week. For four days of that
week, she, Prince Philip and her guests travel by car to
the racecourse gates after lunch, where they transfer
into open horse-drawn carriages for the traditional
procession along the race course to the royal box.
The Queen has had 20 winners at Royal Ascot over
the years. She spends the afternoon in the royal box,
watching the racing, although she does like to come
down to the racecourse to see horses in the parade ring,
or to present prizes. If one of her horses is running, she
visits the pre-parade ring to see them saddled.

In 1942, the 16-year-old Princess Elizabeth
was taken to the royal stables at Beckhampton
in Wiltshire, where she stroked her father’s then
unbeaten racehorse Big Game. She was said to
be so excited that she did not wash her hands for
several hours afterwards.
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The Royal Windsor Horse Show
However, the Queen’s passion for horses is not
restricted to thoroughbreds and racehorses. Each May,
she attends the Royal Windsor Horse Show, the largest
outdoor equestrian show in the UK, which is held in
what is effectively her back garden at Windsor Castle.
More than 3,000 horses and ponies take part in 250
jumping, showing and carriage-driving classes.
She has entered horses in the classes for coaching,
retired racehorses, veterans, maxi cobs and sidesaddle.
She delegates the actual riding, but she is usually
there for four hours or so on each of the five days,
enjoying the rare self-indulgence of being almost a
private person, wandering about the showground
having long soothing conversations about
conformation and gait.
A pageant at Windsor Castle to be held in May 2012 is
the first major event of the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations
featuring performers from across the Commonwealth.
More than 500 horses flown to the UK from around
the world will put on a spectacular equestrian show
– with performers including Inuits from Canada and
presidential bodyguards from India. TV presenter Alan
Titchmarsh, an ambassador for the event, described it
as “the most wonderful and appropriate celebration”
possible for a monarch who is famously passionate
about horses.

The Rugby World Cup, which is held every four
years, has been dominated by Commonwealth
countries since its inception in 1987.
The other royals and equestrian sports
Her husband, children and grandchildren all share her
love of equestrian sports. Prince Philip enjoyed playing
polo and he in turn passed on his interest to Prince
Charles and his grandsons, William and Harry. Between
them, they have raised hundreds of thousands of pounds
for charity playing the sport. The Queen is the patron
of the Guards Polo Club in Windsor Great Park, known
as the most prestigious polo club in the world.
Princess Anne and her daughter Zara Tindall are
perhaps the Royal Family’s greatest equestrians. At the
age of 21, Princess Anne won the individual title at the
European Eventing Championship, and was voted the
BBC Sports Personality of the Year in 1971. She was a
member of the British Eventing Team, winning a silver
medal in both individual and team disciplines in the
1975 European Eventing Championship, and she is
the only member of the British Royal Family to have
competed in the Olympic Games, in 1976 in Montreal.

In 1969 the first
television film about
the family life of the
Royal Family
was made.
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In 2006, Zara followed in her mother’s footsteps and
won individual and team gold medals at the European
Eventing Championship. The same year, she was voted
BBC Sports Personality of the Year. She also competed
in the 2006 World Equestrian Games, winning individual
gold and team silver medals, making her the reigning
eventing world champion. She was awarded an MBE in
2007 by the Queen for her services to equestrianism.

them a new level of fitness, different styles of play and
innovative tactics.

The Commonwealth sports
The story goes that one day in 1823, William Webb
Ellis, a pupil at Rugby School, decided to run with
the ball during a football game, and rugby was born.
The game was named after the school where it all
began, with its popularity soon extending to Scotland,
Ireland and Wales. From there, it spread globally to
most of the British Empire, particularly India, Australia,
New Zealand and South Africa. The game was passed
through British expatriates, military and university
students, who were studying or working abroad. The
soldiers and civil servants would keep fit by playing
rugby, and they demonstrated the sport to the locals.

When South Africa played the final of the 1995 Rugby
World Cup, just after apartheid had ended, the new
president Nelson Mandela donned a Springboks green
rugby jersey as a symbol of unity in his divided country.
His gesture won over the crowd of predominately white
spectators who were sceptical about his presidency and
helped unite the so called Rainbow nation.

Today, the game is played in more than 100 countries
world-wide, and is the national sport of Tonga, Samoa,
Georgia, New Zealand and Wales.

Like rugby, cricket was played by ex-patriots during the
days of the British Empire, and became hugely popular
in many former colonies. The sport is again dominated
by Commonwealth countries and the Queen has
knighted many of the games’ greats, including the West
Indies’ Sir Garfield Sobers in 1975. Her father George

Far left:
Prince William and Prince
Harry at the Sentebale Polo

The Rugby World Cup, which is held every four years,
has been dominated by Commonwealth countries since
its inception in 1987. The winners’ trophy, the Webb
Ellis Cup, has been awarded to Australia, South Africa,
New Zealand and England.

Cup, Coworth Park, Berkshire,
12 June, 2011.
Left:
New Zealand and Tonga
compete in Rugby Sevens at
the Commonwealth Games,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 1998.

From the early 1900s onward, teams from the southern
hemisphere began to tour Britain, bringing with

Top:
Antigua and Canada on
the cricket ground at the
Commonwealth Games Kuala,
Lumpur, 1998.

Cricket is another global sport closely associated with
Commonwealth countries.The game had been around
for hundreds of years, before the rules were written
down in 1788, a year after the oldest cricketing club, the
Marylebone Cricket Club, based at Lords, UK, had formed.

The Queen sent
a message of
congratulations to
Apollo 11 astronauts
for the first
moon landing.
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Top:
The Queen starts the 10th
Commonwealth Games relay
from the Central Arch in the
forecourt at Buckingham
Palace.
Bottom far left:
Her Majesty hands the the
Commonwealth Queen’s
Baton to the President of the
Republic of India, Pratibha
Devisingh Patil, 29 October,
2009.
Bottom left:
The Queen chats to Australian
swimmers Kylie Palmer and Ian
Thorpe at the opening of the
Commonwealth Games Village,
16 March, 2006.

VI knighted Australian Sir Donald Bradman in 1949.
Cricket was included in the 1998 Commonwealth
Games in Malaysia. This was the first and only time
that cricket has been played at the Commonwealth
Games. Rugby Sevens, however, has been played at
several of the competitions.
The Commonwealth Games
The Queen believes that sport is a great force for
good and can be used to build communities and create
harmony in society. Perhaps that is why the Queen
places such emphasis on supporting the Commonwealth
Games, also known as the ‘friendly games’.
This world class, multi-sports event is held once every
four years. The games were first held in London in
1911 as part of a ‘Festival of Empire’, celebrating the
coronation of King George V. Known that first year
as the Inter-Empire Sports Meeting, the competing
countries – UK, Canada, South Africa, Australia, New
Zealand and Tasmania – took part in nine events at

London’s Crystal Palace. Canada was declared the
winner, and presented with a 2.6ft silver trophy called
the Lonsdale cup.
Plans to stage any more games were overshadowed
by the start of the First World War. However, 17 years
later, in 1928, Canada proposed holding the first
‘British Empire Games’ in Hamilton. After weeks of
negotiations, which included offering free lodging and
travel grants for competitors, it was announced that the
games would be held in Canada in August 1930.
The organisers produced a constitution, which read:
‘It will be designed on the Olympic model, both in
general construction and its stern definition of the
amateur. But the games will be very different, free
from both excessive stimulus and the babel of the
international stadium. They should be merrier and less
stern, and will substitute the stimulus of novel adventure
for the pressure of international rivalry’. This ethos is
still upheld in today’s games.

The first ‘Royal
walkabout’ took place
during the visit by
the Queen and the
Duke of Edinburgh
to Australia and
New Zealand in
1970. The practice
was introduced to
allow them to meet a
greater number and
variety of people.
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In the 1930 games, 400 athletes competed from
11 countries: Canada, Australia, England, Bermuda,
Newfoundland, New Zealand, Ireland, Scotland, South
Africa, Wales and British Guyana. They took part in six
sports, and 59 events.
It was agreed that from then on, the games would
take place every four years. They were next held at
the White City Stadium in London in 1934 with 500
athletes competing from 16 countries, including Hong
Kong, India, Jamaica, Rhodesia and Trinidad.

Cardiff so that the message could be read out by the
Duke of Edinburgh.
The Queen’s baton relay tradition still lives on today,
although now the message travels much longer
distances. In 2006, for example, the Queen’s baton
visited every single Commonwealth nation and
territory taking part, a total of 71 nations, on a journey
of 112,000 miles. It took a year and a day to reach its
destination in Melbourne.

The world began to notice the importance of these
games in 1954, when the games featured the ‘miracle
mile’: the first time that two runners – Roger Bannister
and John Landy – ran at under four minutes a mile in
the same race. It was an historic moment.

Nowadays, the baton features a tracking device so that
its location can be viewed live on the Commonwealth
Games’ website. The 2010 baton also had text messaging
capabilities so that messages of support could be sent to
the baton bearers. In addition, it was embedded with
lights that changed colour to reflect the flags of each
country it was travelling in.

In 1958, the games in Cardiff saw 10 world records
broken. That same year also saw demonstrations in
Cardiff and London with people unhappy that South
Africa’s team had been selected on the basis of race and
colour, rather than ability. The country withdrew from
the Commonwealth three years later, and was not readmitted until 1994, after apartheid had ended.

Today’s Games
The most recent event was the biggest Commonwealth
Games to date. Held in Delhi in 2010, 6,081 athletes
from 71 nations participated, competing in 21 sports
and 272 events.

The Commonwealth Games has seen many name
changes over the years. Between 1930 and 1950, the
games were known as the British Empire Games.
Between 1954 and 1966, they were called the British
Empire and Commonwealth Games. The word ‘empire’
was dropped from 1970, when it became the British
Commonwealth Games. Finally in 1978, the games
were given the name the Commonwealth Games, and
this is how they are known today.
Para-sports
At the games in Manchester 2002, para-sports were
included as full medal events for the first time at any
multi-sports event. Twenty countries sent male and
female athletes with a disability to compete in 10 events
across five different para-sports – athletics, lawn bowls,
swimming, table tennis and weightlifting.
Since then, the number of para-athletes and para-events
has grown and for the Delhi games in 2010, athletes
competed in 15 full medal events.
The Queen’s baton relay
This Commonwealth Games tradition was first
introduced at the Cardiff games in 1958. At
Buckingham Palace, the Queen handed over her
games message, enclosed in a specially designed
silver-gilt baton, to two relay runners. The baton
was then carried by a team of relay runners to

The next Commonwealth Games will be held in
Glasgow, Scotland in 2014. The organisers expect to sell
a million tickets to around 250 medal events.
While they are a fantastic sporting spectacle, the
games also have a much greater significance. “The
games are the only cement common to all the
Commonwealth countries”, said Lord Sebastian Coe,
former athlete and now chairman of the London 2012
Olympics organising committee. “Sport is the one
thing that makes that construction more relevant. The
Commonwealth Games are really important”.

Nowadays, the baton features a tracking device
so that its location can be viewed live on the
Commonwealth Games’ website. The 2010
baton also had text messaging capabilities so that
messages of support could be sent to the baton
bearers. In addition, it was embedded with lights
that changed colour to reflect the flags of each
country it was travelling in.
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YEARS AS HEAD OF
THE COMMONWEALTH
The Diamond is known for its great prestige. Always fascinating
for its unmatched resilience and majestic brilliance. It has been
associated with sublime beauty, grace and charm. Thus, as a
symbol of everlasting strength and power, it is a fitting
representation of the 60 years that heralds Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth ll, as Head of the Commonwealth.
As an association of 54 countries, the Commonwealth is
committed to world peace, promotion of representative
democracy, liberty and equality. It is also an international forum
where developed member states and many of the world's
poorer countries seek to reach agreement by consensus. These
are objectives which Guyana support and actively subscribe to
and promote unequivocally.
The six decades of which Queen Elizabeth ll was Head of the
Commonwealth were characterised by stability despite the
many challenges which it had to confront. The Queen's personal
involvement and interest has contributed greatly to the
Commonwealth's success in resolving many complicated issues
in and out of its ranks.
Since its formation in 1949, the Commonwealth has supported
many of its member states in their difficult periods and avoided
social dislocations in many instances.
The influence of the Commonwealth continues to grow and
command great respect on the international arena. This in no
small measure, contributed to peace and social progress in the
world.

GOVERNMENT

OF GUYANA

Celebrating Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II

60 years as Head of the
Commonwealth

A message from His Excellency Donald Ramotar,
President of the Republic of Guyana
On behalf of the government and people of Guyana, I
extend warmest and heartfelt congratulations to Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth ll on the occasion of her
Diamond jubilee.

His Excellency President Donald Ramotar

History will record Her
Majesty as one the most
adored and recognised
monarchs in modern times
whose charm and dignity
endeared her to millions
throughout the world. This
important landmark should
therefore be an occasion to
express the heartfelt
appreciation for the

services she rendered to the Commonwealth and to
humanity in general.
During her sixty years as Queen, Her Majesty has
witnessed dramatic changes internationally, not the least
of which was the accelerated decolonisation process.
Under her watch the relations between the United
Kingdom and the former colonies have undergone
significant changes. The Commonwealth is a group of
independent states with a common vision of building a
world where peace prevails and where poverty and
inequality are eradicated.
As Head of the Commonwealth, Her Majesty has had the
privilege of witnessing one of the most diverse groupings

allowing its members to forge closer ties while
addressing important issues of concern to both
themselves and the wider global community.
As President of Guyana, I look forward to Her
Majesty's continued work in the Commonwealth as
it advances topical issues of common concern to all
humanity, such as the promotion of human rights,
good governance, democracy, the special needs of
small developing states and the threats posed by the
adverse effects of climate change.
Guyana is particularly pleased with its membership
in the Commonwealth which has seen progress in
developing a model for improved environmental
stewardship and sustainable development. I am
grateful for the invaluable work of this body in
improving the functioning of our Parliament and the
strengthening of democracy within my country. I
look forward to Guyana's continued engagement
with the Commonwealth with Her Majesty as its
head.
I wish Her Majesty many more successes in the
future. Guyanese still fondly recall her last visit
here. May she continue her work in the
Commonwealth towards our common goals for
greater peace, justice and security for all.
May she have a deserving and memorable Diamond
Jubilee!
Donald Ramotar
President of the Republic of Guyana
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The royal
Support team
“She’ll want to hand over knowing she’s done everything she possibly could to help,
and that she’s got no regrets and no unfinished business; that she’s done everything
she can for the country and that she’s not let anyone down — she minds an awful
lot about that.”
HRH Prince William, Duke of Cambridge talking about Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II, 2011

- By Robert Jobson, Editor-in-Chief

fter 60 years at the helm of the monarchy, few
can remember a time without Elizabeth II as
Sovereign. There is a quiet, irrational belief
among us all that the Queen will just go on and on
indefinitely. But both she and her devoted consort,
the Duke of Edinburgh, are realists, and acknowledge
that their advancing years will inevitably force them to
slow down.

A

Fortunately, she does have a good support team,
including her children and grandchildren, and they
are happy to help her. But however frequently they
would like to take over some of her more taxing
appointments, the Queen bars their way. Just like
her late mother before her, the Sovereign does not
welcome attempts, however well-meant, to cut back
on her engagements.

Prince Philip has already talked publicly about his desire
to take a step back from public life. In a BBC interview
to mark his 90th birthday last June, he said, “I reckon
I’ve done my bit, I want to enjoy myself for a bit now.
Yes, I’m just sort of winding down”. The urgency of
this ‘retirement’ was demonstrated just before Christmas,
when he was dramatically airlifted to hospital to be
treated for a blocked artery after suffering chest pains.

As Prince William put it, “for the grandchildren, it’s
a bit difficult for us to say ‘take it easy’ when she’s so
much older than us, and has done so much more. We do
hint at taking some things off her, but she won’t have
anything of it. She’s so dedicated and really determined
to finish everything she started”.

There are as yet few signs, however, that the Queen
thinks now is the time to start winding down. At
the age of 85 – in April, she will celebrate her 86th
birthday – she is the oldest British monarch in history,
and she’s still going strong. In 2010, she carried out an
impressive 444 engagements, a rise of 20 per cent on
the previous year.

For this reason, abdication seems to be out of the
question. When I asked Prince Andrew if it wouldn’t
be better for the Queen to retire as she gets older, he
smiled and said, “But that’s the nature of monarchy. It’s
as simple as that. I don’t think it’s even a thought”.
In one area, the Queen has started to rely on her
extended family – by asking them to undertake the
strenuous tours to far-flung Commonwealth countries.

The Queen has
received many
unusual gifts
including a variety
of live animals. The
more unusual animals
have been placed
in the care of the
London Zoo.
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This year’s Diamond Jubilee tours are an excellent
example of how she has delegated the overseas part of
her duties. While the Queen and Prince Philip have
confined themselves to travelling widely across the UK
to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee, other members of
the Royal Family will this year visit all 15 of her realms
(where she is the monarch and Head of State), major
Commonwealth countries, Crown Dependencies and
British Overseas Territories.
For example, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge
have been asked to visit Malaysia, Singapore, the
Solomon Islands and the tiny island of Tuvalu. The
Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall are
bound for Australia, Canada, New Zealand and Papua
New Guinea. Prince Harry, who will be on his first
solo trip on behalf of the Queen, is to travel to Belize,
Jamaica and the Bahamas. The Duke of York will
visit India, while the Princess Royal is setting off for
Mozambique and Zambia. The Duke of Gloucester
will tour the British Virgin Islands and Malta, and
the Duke of Kent the Falkland Islands and Uganda.
The Earl and Countess of Wessex will journey to the
Caribbean, visiting Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados,

Grenada, Montserrat, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St
Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago,
with an extra visit to Gibraltar. The Prince of Wales
will make an additional trip to the Channel Islands
and the Isle of Man.

Top:
The Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge take part in Canada
Day festivities on Parliament
Hill in Ottawa, 1 July, 2011.

The monarchy’s future role
The Royal Family’s future long-term involvement
with the Commonwealth in an official capacity is a
delicate subject. Some argue that one of the central
reasons for the success of ‘the family of nations’ has

However frequently [the Queen’s children and
grandchildren] would like to take over some of
her more taxing appointments, the Queen bars
their way. Just like her late mother before her, the
Sovereign does not welcome attempts, however
well-meant, to cut back on her engagements.
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Top far left:
Prince Harry with orphans
at the Lesotho child unit in
Maseru, Lesotho, July 2008.
Bottom far left:
Prince William visiting Sumner,
a seaside town that suffered
badly during the earthquake,
New Zealand, 2010.
Middle left:
Prince Philip attends a
Commonwealth Studies
reception, Government House,
London.
Left:
The Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge play hockey in
Yellowknife, Canada, 2011.

been the personal involvement of the Queen. She has
been, and continues to be, the talismanic figure at the
heart of it all, present at Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meetings the past 60 years. She knows
most of the nations’ leaders personally, and many of
them are now old friends.
However, there is no hard and fast rule stipulating
that a British monarch should be Head of the
Commonwealth, as the Queen has and her father
before her have been. Some senior figures and
officials in the organisation have recently publicly
cast doubt on whether the Prince of Wales should
succeed the Queen, arguing that the next head
should be selected from one of the other member
states if the Commonwealth is to shake off its
colonial past. Ten years ago, Nelson Mandela would
have been a popular choice.
Others say that Charles, despite his tireless public
service, does not command the same respect as the
Queen. Privately, the Prince is known to be passionate
about taking on the job – having visited more than 33
Commonwealth countries, he regards the position as a
vital part of his and any future monarch’s role.
Critics also want to relocate the seat of the
Commonwealth from Britain where it is currently
based in Queen Mary’s old home, Marlborough House,
in London – to avoid accusations that it is still mired
in the days of the British Empire. Two suggestions have
been Delhi in India, or Lagos in Nigeria.
The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge
The emergence of the glamorous Duke and Duchess
of Cambridge on the world stage may have revived
the monarchy’s future in the Commonwealth. The

newlyweds are young, elegant and charming, and their
popularity across the globe has injected a new appeal
into the ageing monarchy. Time will tell whether it
will be enough to maintain the British Royal Family’s
current role in the Commonwealth.
Meanwhile, Prince William is taking on more public
roles in the royal support team as he learns the ropes of
being a future king, while at the same time providing
greater support for his grandmother.
In January 2010, Prince William took his most
significant step yet in his apprenticeship as future
monarch, carrying out his first solo foreign tour in
his official capacity as the Queen’s representative. The
tour to New Zealand and Australia was considered
very successful, and Prince William, who was praised
for flying business class on a scheduled flight rather
than arriving on a private jet, was popular with both
the public and the press. He spent three days in New
Zealand, opening the new Supreme Court building
in the capital city Wellington, playing rugby at the
country’s famous Eden Park and being feted as a chief
by the Maori people. He flew on to Australia for two
days, where he was warmly welcomed in Sydney and
Melbourne, met Aboriginal people and heard stories
about the bush fires.

The emergence of the glamorous Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge on the world stage
may have revived the monarchy’s future in the
Commonwealth.
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Left:
The Queen and Prince
Charles at the start of the
Commonwealth Day service
with President Chief Anyaoku,
Koﬁ Annan and Tony Blair at
Westminster Abbey, London,
2000.
Right:
Queen Elizabeth II, the
Prince of Wales and the
Duchess of Cornwall at the
Commonwealth Heads of
Government dinner at the
Serena Hotel, Kampala,
Uganda, 23 November, 2007.
Top far right:
Prince Edward and John
Howard at the Commonwealth
Day Service at St Andrew’s
Cathedral, Sydney.
Middle far right:
Prince Andrew and
photographers Rory Coonan
and Stuart Mackay at a
photographic exhibition
celebrating the 150th
anniversary of St. Helena,
Commonwealth Institute,
1984.
Bottom right:
Princess Anne on a visit to
South Africa, 1994.

Prince William was back again the following year on
a last minute trip to meet victims of Australian floods
and New Zealand’s earthquake and mining disasters.
“I felt so strongly about going down there”, said the
Prince. “If it was someone you knew or people you
cared about, which I do, you’d want to be down there
consoling them. They’re a good bunch and they’ve had
a horrendous time: Christchurch got destroyed”.
His visit was high profile, of course, but the style was
deliberately low-key, with a minimum of protocol, as
he met and consoled many distraught people, shook
hands, heard sad stories and passed on messages to
and from the Queen. “I wanted to let you know that
you’ve not been forgotten about”, he told residents of
the Australian town of Murrabit, which was flooded
that January. “Onwards and upwards, you’ve got a great
community spirit”.
His grandmother was very pleased with his
performance on the trip. “The Queen sent me the
most wonderful letter saying ‘Congratulations’ and
‘Well done, you did well down there’, which meant a
lot to me”, said the Prince. “It’s funny, but when you

get a letter from her or a bit of praise, it goes a long,
long way, more so than anyone else saying ‘well done’
to you. It’s mainly because there’s such gravitas behind
those words”.
Whatever the future entails, the commitment of the
Queen and the Royal Family to the Commonwealth –
past, present and future – can be in no doubt. Although
it is rooted deep in our history, the Commonwealth,
with the help and support of the royal back-up team,
is managing to prove that it is ideally suited to the 21st
century too.

Whatever the future entails, the commitment
of the Queen and the Royal Family to the
Commonwealth – past, present and future – can be
in no doubt.
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Message from Prime Minister the Hon. Kamla
Persad-Bissessar on the Occasion of the Diamond
Jubilee 2012 of H M Queen Elizabeth II
With her Coronation in 1953, it is a widely
known fact that HRM Queen Elizabeth
II is only the second monarch in British
history to celebrate her Diamond Jubilee,
marking 60 years as Queen. However, even
more impressive than her longevity is how
Queen Elizabeth II has taken on her many
important roles as Head of the British
Monarchy, Head of State and Head of the
Commonwealth.
The past 60 years of Her Majesty’s reign
have encompassed a dynamic and fastchanging period; they have spanned the
advent of television and the internet
and have seen 13 Prime Ministers come
to power in the UK, from Churchill to
Thatcher to Cameron. Yet, despite times
of tumultuous change in the UK and
throughout the world, Queen Elizabeth
II has, with grace and aplomb, managed
to successfully carry the British Monarchy
forward into the 21st Century.
From 2010 to 2011 I had the honour of
serving as the first female Chairpersonin-Office of the Commonwealth, and
it was during this time that I was able

Trinidad and Tobago

to truly appreciate the part played by
Queen Elizabeth II as the Head of the
Commonwealth. It is her presence at the
helm of the modern Commonwealth,
almost from the time of its establishment,
which lends such a strong sense of familial
linkage and unity to the Commonwealth.
Her dedication and deep-rooted sense of
duty is invaluable to all Members and to
the organisation itself.

While serving as Chairperson-in-Office,
the Commonwealth theme for 2011 was
Women Leaders as Agents of Change. It
was a theme that motivated me to pursue
a number of initiatives to promote the
importance of women as leaders. As such,
I wish to draw special attention to the fact
that Queen Elizabeth II is indeed one of the
most significant woman leaders in history.
She stands as an exemplary symbol of the
strength, dignity and compassion that
women can and do bring to leadership roles.
As the first female Prime Minister of my
country, I respect and admire Her Majesty
not only for her longevity, but more
importantly, for her extraordinary ability as
a gracious and committed woman leader.
She has remained an unshakeable source
of continuity and fortitude for the British
people through times of plenty and times of
great hardship.
On behalf of the Government and people
of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
I therefore wish Her Majesty my deepest
and most heartfelt congratulations on the
occasion of her Diamond Jubilee.

www.opm.gov.tt

The Commonwealth
at work
“It is easy enough to define what the Commonwealth is not. Indeed this is quite a
popular past time.”
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s Silver Jubilee speech at Guildhall, 1977

- By Robert Jobson, Editor-in-Chief

T

he Queen has never been averse to change.
As long as it is the will of the people, she
believes, like her father, that evolution can
often be for the better. Those feelings are echoed in
her attitude towards improving the Commonwealth.
Before last October’s meeting of government
leaders, she wished them well as they agreed “further
reforms that respond boldly to the aspirations of
today and that keep the Commonwealth fresh and fit
for tomorrow”.
At the heart of the Queen’s commitment is her firm
belief that the Commonwealth is an active force for
good and can be improved through cooperation.
It is something that is echoed by the present UK
coalition government. Prime Minister David Cameron
and William Hague, the Foreign Secretary, have
both said they intend to emphasise the work of the
Commonwealth within Britain’s foreign policy. “In a
world that is more and more reliant on networks, the
Commonwealth is the ultimate network; spanning 54
countries, six continents and oceans and two billion
citizens”, said Mr Hague. It is something that the
Queen grasped years ago when she described the
Commonwealth as ‘the original worldwide web’.

Behind the scenes
While some critics dismiss the Commonwealth as a
glorified talking shop, supporters herald it as a vibrant,
growing organisation that tries to make a significant
contribution to the lives of its people. Members work
together in a spirit of cooperation and understanding
to improve the quality of life of their citizens, through
measures such as monitoring elections, training judges,
public servants and medical staff, and funding education.
Every two years important issues are discussed at the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings,
which are usually opened by the Queen. The most
recent meeting was in the Australian city of Perth in

“In a world that is more and more reliant on
networks, the Commonwealth is the ultimate
network; spanning 54 countries, six continents
and oceans and two billion citizens,” said
Mr Hague.
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Far left:
The Hon Sheikh Hasina, Prime
Minister of Bangladesh; Queen
Elizabeth II; Julia Gillard, Prime
Minister of Australia; and the
Hon Kamala Persad-Bissessar,
Prime Minister of Trinidad and
Tobago, CHOGM, 2011.
Left:
Queen Elizabeth II and
Commonwealth SecretaryGeneral Kamalesh Sharma,
CHOGM 2011.
Top right:
Prince Philip hand Queen
Elizabeth II a posie, CHOGM,
2011.

2011, and the next is set to take place in Sri Lanka.
There are also meetings at ministerial and official
level. Every country, irrespective of size and power
is considered equal at the table, and conclusions are
only reached when decisions are unanimous.
As Head of the Commonwealth, the Queen enjoys
great influence. Although her title is just symbolic –
carrying no executive powers – she is considered as
the cement that holds the family of bricks together.
As a stateswoman, she plays a crucial part in the
administrative affairs of the Commonwealth and in
doing so has achieved several firsts. For example, she
is the first British Sovereign to have formally opened
parliaments in Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Sri
Lanka, when it was Ceylon.
One way that the Commonwealth has proved
particularly useful for smaller member states is by
providing the opportunity to club together as the
Joint Office for Commonwealth Permanent Missions
to the United Nations. This is the base for envoys of
11 countries from Africa, Asia, the Pacific and the
Caribbean - including the Maldives, Gambia and Samoa
- giving their nations a voice at the United Nations.
Marlborough House
In 1965, the Queen offered one of her palaces,
Marlborough House, as the headquarters of the newly
formed Commonwealth Secretariat, headed by the
Secretary-General. The palace, in Pall Mall, was built by

Sir Christopher Wren and was the last home of Queen
Mary, the Queen’s grandmother.

Bottom right:
Mobbed by the crowds in
Perth, Australia, CHOGM,

It is no wonder that the Queen feels at home inside
the Commonwealth headquarters - her grandmother’s
bedroom is now the Secretary-General’s office.

2011.

Kamalesh Sharma, an Indian diplomat and former
Indian High Commissioner to the UK, has held the
role of Secretary-General since 2008. His job is to
represent the Commonwealth publicly, to promote and
protect its core values and to manage and govern the
Secretariat, making sure it develops and delivers its main
goals and programmes.
Back in 1965, the creation of this permanent
headquarters and independent civil service was an
important milestone for the development of the
Commonwealth. Previously, the UK government was
the sole administrator of the organisation, but the new
Secretariat was answerable to all member governments.
This banished any sentiments hanging over from
colonial days that one member state was more
important than another.
The first Secretary-General was the Canadian diplomat
Arnold Smith. He held the post from 1965 to 1975,
and recalled how, in his first year, he and his wife found
themselves at the end of a receiving line of diplomats
– right at the bottom, in protocol terms. When Prince

As Head of the Commonwealth, the Queen enjoys great influence. Although her title
is just symbolic – carrying no executive powers – she is considered as the cement that
holds the family of bricks together.
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Philip noticed this, he demanded an explanation from
Whitehall officials. The following week, a protocol
expert informed the Secretary-General that from
now on, he would be placed at the head of the line of
ambassadors. The directive had come from the very top.
From the outset, the Queen went out of her way to
make the new Secretary-General feel welcome. He
was invited to small lunches and dinners with the
Royal Family, her secretary the Lord Chamberlain
and occasionally the Queen herself. She insisted that
the latter were held in private, and encouraged the
Secretary-General to call on her whenever he felt like it
without having to contact Downing Street in advance.
This rather ruffled the feathers of Whitehall mandarins,
who were more used to doing things their way.
In the same year that the Secretariat was established,
the Commonwealth Foundation was launched to
promote art and culture, and to support the work of
a growing number of professional associations and
non-governmental organisations. The Commonwealth
Foundation and the Secretariat still share the same
headquarters and work closely together, but they
have very different mandates. While the Secretariat
focuses on political affairs and technical programmes,
the Commonwealth Foundation concentrates more
on helping people, the civil society, professional and
cultural organisations through its work.
There is one more organisation that makes up the
intergovernmental nucleus of the Commonwealth –
the Commonwealth of Learning. Based in Vancouver,

Canada, this office was set up in 1989 to assist developing
countries in improving access to education and training.

Top left:
Commonwealth Day Service,
Westminster Abbey, London,

The values of the Commonwealth
The members of the Commonwealth of Nations
are united by common values – these include
international peace and security, democracy,
human rights, tolerance, the rule of law, freedom of
expression, access to health and education, gender
equality, and sustainable environmental, economic and
social development. These core beliefs have been laid
down in several important declarations, and agreed by
all member states.

14 March, 2011.
Top:
Queen Elizabeth II meets Nana
Apaade Abami, a Royal Queen
Mother and Chief of a local
district in Ghana.

The first of these agreements was in 1971, when leaders
adopted the Singapore Declaration of Commonwealth
Principles setting out their code of ethics and defining
its purpose; committing members to improving human
rights, and seeking democracy, world peace, racial
equality and economic justice.
“We believe that international cooperation is essential
to remove the causes of war, promote tolerance, combat

The members of the Commonwealth of Nations
are united by common values ... These core
beliefs have been laid down in several important
declarations, and agreed by all member states.
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injustice and secure development among the peoples
of the world”, explained the Heads of Government
in the declaration. “We are convinced that the
Commonwealth is one of the most fruitful associations
for these purposes”.
This declaration was updated 20 years later in the
Harare Declaration of 1991. The new agreement
reiterated what had been said before, but applied the
principles to the then current issues of the end of the
Cold War, decolonisation and the impending end of
apartheid in South Africa. The declaration said that the
Commonwealth would concentrate their efforts on
certain areas, including equality for women, universal
access to education for all and continued action to
bring about the end of apartheid in South Africa.
Four years later, at their Summit in New Zealand,
leaders adopted the Millbrook Commonwealth
Action Programme to help put the Harare Principles
into practice. This included establishing the
Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group, which
was made up of foreign ministers whose job would
be to address serious and persistent violations of
these principles.
The 2009 Trinidad and Tobago Affirmation called for
the creation of an Eminent Persons Group to examine
how to undergo reforming the Commonwealth.
This newly created group has since called for the
appointment of a Commissioner for Democracy,
Human Rights and the Rule of Law, but this has yet to
be acted upon as some member countries have raised
concerns. Further debate is needed as discussed in the
following chapter.
However, some of the other recommendations by
the Eminent Persons Group have been adopted.
These include powers for earlier intervention when a
member country is accused of human rights abuses or
undemocratic behaviour. If such pre-emptive powers
had been available earlier, the Commonwealth could
have taken strong diplomatic intervention before the
coup in Fiji, a member state that is now suspended
from the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth also
might have been able to exert more pressure on
Zimbabwe’s government.
Other Commonwealth organisations
There are nearly 100 Commonwealth professional
groupings and non-governmental organisations, all
of which are working to improve the lives of their
fellow citizens. These organisations, many of which are
voluntary, range from the Commonwealth Forestry
Association to the Commonwealth Pharmacists

Association, and are run by professionals, practitioners
and activists.
Educating and supporting young people is often at
the heart of these organisations, and these issues are
important to the Queen and Prince Philip too. Indeed,
it was the Duke of Edinburgh who championed the
Commonwealth Study Conferences, which explore the
relationship between industry and the neighbouring
community. According to Prince Philip, those invited to
attend should be “people who appeared likely to be in
the next generations of leaders, so that when the time
came for them to take important decisions they would
have the benefit of what they had discovered on the
study conference to help them”.
The Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council also
offers support for young people. This is a youth
development charity, working to develop exchange
visits between the 54 member countries, as well as
supporting programmes to improve employability. This
group also runs the Commonwealth Youth Forum,
a meeting which takes place every two years, giving
young people a voice in how their countries and the
wider association are run.
Commonwealth Day
During the 1975 Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting in the Jamaican capital of Kingston, the
Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau proposed that
a “simultaneously observed Commonwealth Day would
focus attention upon the association and its contribution
to a harmonious global environment”.
Now for one day every year - the second Monday in
March - the Commonwealth stops and reflects upon its
achievements and what it stands for. The day also offers
an opportunity to promote global issues, and the work
of Commonwealth organisations.
The Commonwealth Day Observance at Westminster
Abbey has become a popular annual event. There
is a procession down the aisle by religious leaders
from a diverse number of faiths, accompanied
by young people carrying flags from across the
Commonwealth. A trumpet fanfare is sounded,
readings are given by Commonwealth High
Commissioners, prayers are said in a variety of
languages, from Arabic to Punjab, Sanskrit and the
Pidgin language of Papua New Guinea.
On Commonwealth Day, perhaps more than on any
other, the Queen is able to demonstrate her symbolic
and unifying role. In this way, she truly is what binds
the organisation together.

The Queen’s first
Commonwealth
tour began on 24
November 1953. The
total distance covered
was 43,618 miles.
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BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
“Selamat Datang
ke Negara Brunei
Darussalam!”
Or welcome to Brunei Darussalam….The
Abode of Peace…a small, oil-rich kingdom
located on the northern coast of Borneo
Island in the South China Sea.

Global Connectivity

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)

With its geographical proximity in the
heart of vibrant South East Asia… Brunei
is well-placed to be a regional hub for
trade, tourism and investment. Brunei’s
on-going commitment towards developing
world-class infrastructure, prioritising the
development of info-communications
technologies and transportation linkages,
aims to enhance its connectivity within the
region and beyond.

Brunei has a Free Trade Agreement with
Japan bilaterally, and with Singapore, Chile
and New Zealand under the plurilateral
“P4” Agreement. More recently, Brunei
is also actively involved in the highproﬁle Trans-Paciﬁc Partnership (“TPP”)
Agreement talks that aim to create a 21st
Century trade agreement, comprising
the original P4 countries, together with
Australia, Malaysia, Peru, the United States
of America and Viet Nam. As a member of
ASEAN, Brunei is also a party to numerous
FTAs with some of its key Dialogue
Partners such as Australia, China, India,
Japan, New Zealand and South Korea.

Open Economy
Brunei is a country rich in history and
culture… governed by a caring monarch
from one of the longest-reigning dynasties
in the world…. a land abundant with
pristine tropical rainforests nestled in the
Heart of Borneo…. a place where its people
will warmly welcome you into their homes…
a nation blessed with one of the highest
living standards in the world… and in
recent years… a destination booming with
economic potential and opportunities.

Brunei’s open and stable economy, as well
as sound ﬁscal policies and high budget
surpluses have shielded the country from
the more adverse effects of the recent
global ﬁnancial crises.

International Cooperation
Brunei is an active member in a number
of regional and international forums
such as Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM),
Asia-Paciﬁc Economic Cooperation
(APEC), Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), The Commonwealth,
and World Trade Organization (WTO),
which complements its close relations
with other countries, thus ensuring
the country’s continued relevance and
strengthened presence in the global arena.

Skilled Workforce
Creating a robust education system and
providing opportunities for expansion
of skills and knowledge remains at the
forefront of Brunei’s development agenda.
Numerous educational institutions
providing tertiary and vocational learning
have been established, and there is
strong support for continued capacitybuilding and training opportunities within
the country and abroad, such as through
the Commonwealth Fund for Technical
Cooperation (CFTC).

Competitive cost of doing
business
Despite its high GDP-per capita, Brunei
is a relatively cost-effective place for
business.
With no capital gains, export, sales or
payroll taxes, and a reduced corporate tax
rate of 23.5%, Brunei has one of the best
tax environments for companies in Asia,
ranking 20th globally under “Paying Taxes”

www.mofat.gov.bn

www.industry.gov.bn

LAND OF OPPORTUNITY
in the 2012 Ease of Doing Business,
making it 3rd in Asia after Hong Kong and
Singapore. Additionally, Brunei doesn’t levy
income tax on individuals.

Abundant Industrial
Opportunities
Aiming to diversify the economy, Brunei has
identiﬁed several priority sectors which seek
to capitalise on its strengths. Utilising its
abundant hydrocarbon resources, Brunei is
garnering substantial interest from investors
across the globe in various downstream
activities such as petrochemical
manufacturing and reﬁnery.

There are also ample opportunities in
other niche sectors where Brunei has
a regional competitive edge such as in
Islamic banking and ﬁnance, aviation
support services and oil-ﬁeld support
services. Also building on its reputation as
a Muslim nation, Brunei has set its sights
on becoming a global player in the halal
industry. The “Brunei Halal” brand is fastgaining reputation as a certiﬁcation and
marketing tool, and is already utilised by
companies worldwide.
With a generous investment incentive
scheme and availability of numerous
industrial sites across the country ready
and equipped for use… foreign investment
is actively welcomed.

Tourism Treasures
When it’s time to kick back and relax…
there is plenty to see and do… be it a
boat ride into the famous “Kampung Ayer”
(water village) to see the fascinating and
traditional ways of life of the villagers… a
visit to the Royal Regalia Museum, where
beautiful artifacts showcasing Brunei’s
Royal heritage are always on display… or
simply a weekend getaway in Brunei’s top
luxury hotel, the Empire Hotel & Country
Club, which boasts stunning views across
the glistening South China Sea.
No visit would be complete without
experiencing Brunei’s rich biodiversity

www.bruneitourism.travel

through an excursion into one of the
country’s national parks.
A visit to the Temburong District, dubbed
the “Green Jewel of Brunei”, into the Ulu
Temburong National Park with eco-friendly
resort lodging and the site of numerous
local and international research activities is
always high on any tourist’s agenda.
The phrase “the Kingdom of Unexpected
Treasures” is an apt way to sum up the
image of Brunei that will continue to linger
in one’s mind when they leave…

….so until then… we look
forward to seeing you all in
Brunei Darussalam…!

www.bedb.com.bn
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The next
60 years
“I wish heads of government well in agreeing further reforms that respond boldly
to the aspirations of today and that keep the Commonwealth fresh and fit for
tomorrow.”
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s speech at the CHOGM opening
ceremony, 2011

- By Dr Dhananjayan Sriskandarajah, Director, The Royal Commonwealth Society

D

uring this Diamond Jubilee year, people
across the world will celebrate the
achievements of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II and her tireless dedication to the
Commonwealth. The spotlight will be cast on her role
as head of this organisation, which began just three
years before her ascension to the throne, and with
which she is so inextricably linked.
We, at the Royal Commonwealth Society, believe that
while commemorating the past, we must consider
the future as well. As we praise the Queen’s 60 years
of service to this family of nations, we recall the
many successes of the Commonwealth in creating a
better world for its now 2.1 billion citizens. But these
celebrations must not prevent us from asking difficult
questions about the future of the Commonwealth, in
order to secure its place as a values-based institution, able
to tackle the most challenging issues of the 21st century.
Who will take over as Head of the
Commonwealth?
The first question is a controversial one: who will be
next? It is generally assumed that the Queen’s heir will
succeed her as Head of the Commonwealth. However,

as the British monarch, her Majesty’s position has been
a matter of tradition and not of law.

Left:
Queen Elizabeth looks striking
in green, 2011.

There will come a time when leaders of
Commonwealth governments will have an opportunity
to imagine a new structure for the association; their
decision will do much to decide the spirit and
direction of the Commonwealth in the coming years.
Maintaining the status quo invites criticism regarding
a traditional ‘British Commonwealth’ and recalling
the painful colonial past. But some argue that only
a monarch can play the unifying role that has so
benefitted the association over the years. Still, it is not
hard to imagine a Commonwealth led by prominent
figures from our recent history.
If the decision is indeed more reflective of the ‘free and
equal association of states’ the modern Commonwealth
defines itself as, it will remain divisive. One suggestion
is for a rotating headship, similar to that of the
Commonwealth Chair-in-Office, in which heads of
government or perhaps important figures from across
the Commonwealth would hold the position for a
defined period of time before passing it on to another.
The danger, however, is that this may politicise a role

The first live
televised Christmas
broadcast was in
1957. The first
pre-recorded
broadcast took place
in 1960 to allow
transmission around
the world.
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that should be above any partisan quarrelling of national
leaders. David Lange, former Prime Minister of New
Zealand, once said, “The Queen is the bit of glue that
somehow manages to hold the whole thing together.
We, the Commonwealth leaders, do the fighting over
the political issues. She does the unifying”. This quality
may be lost with constant rotation.

a major international player, most notably in its valiant
stance against apartheid or in ending white rule in
Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia), it now seems tired, timid
and happy to retreat into the wings of the international
stage. Indeed, Zimbabwe left the association in 2003,
after a Commonwealth suspension failed to achieve the
desired effect on the Mugabe regime.

There is no consensus as to who will become the next
Head of the Commonwealth, but whoever the person
may be, he or she has a tremendous example to follow
and rather large shoes to fill.

We believe that the Commonwealth has the potential
to thrive in the future, to be an institution imbued
with moral authority, and with the ability to shape
the development agenda in favour of the world’s most
vulnerable. But to do so requires brave new thinking,
new ideas and new objectives. It requires change. With
some reform, the Commonwealth could become a
global player, capable of great things, with a clear role
on the international stage.

The future direction of the Commonwealth
Succession is only one small part of the uncertainty
facing the future of the organisation. The second
question is arguably more important: what is next?
What direction will the family of nations take in the
coming decades? The modern Commonwealth – at
its birth, so brave and visionary – has faded in recent
years. While it has at times exhibited signs of becoming

Raising the profile
In order to seize its power and potential, the
Commonwealth must address its falling profile. In

Princess Elizabeth
travelled on
the London
Underground for
the first time in
May 1939 with her
governess Marion
Crawford and
Princess Margaret.
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international support. In short, it needs to do something
worth talking about… and then talk about it.

Left:
Queen Elizabeth II speaking
during the opening ceremony

Commonwealth: Values added
Linked to the problem of a diminishing profile is the need
for the Commonwealth to better embody its founding
values and principles. As one person quizzed for the survey
said, “Currently the Commonwealth has nothing to say
about the issues that matter most to the world.That is why
people have nothing to say about the Commonwealth”.

of CHOGM, Valletta, Malta, 25
November, 2005.

There is no denying that the Commonwealth is founded
upon bold principles of democracy, human rights and
equality, among others. But in recent years there has
been a reluctance to demand these ideals from the
organisation’s growing membership. Looking at the roster
of Commonwealth countries, one sees undemocratic
regimes, systematic human rights violations and stark
inequality. Of course, there is no country that wholly
embodies those ideals on which the Commonwealth was
founded, but persistent violations must not be allowed to
pass without comment.

2009 and 2010, the Royal Commonwealth Society
undertook the largest ever global public consultation
on the Commonwealth, The Commonwealth
Conversation. The results showed that while few
people actively dislike the organisation, the majority
of people simply do not care about it. Only a third of
respondents knew about anything the Commonwealth
did, and about half of those could only name the
Commonwealth Games.
For an association that is publicly funded, this is not only
worrying but potentially very dangerous. Governments
are accountable to their electorates and as funding pools
shrink across the globe, public apathy may eventually
undermine the hopes and prospects of the entire project.
The Commonwealth, which already operates on a small
budget, should be concerned that public support is low,
particularly in the association’s biggest donor countries.
If the Commonwealth family is to assure a prosperous
future, something must be done to raise the profile
of the institution, making a strong case for continued

The establishment of a Commissioner for Democracy,
the Rule of Law and Human Rights – recommended
by the 11-member Eminent Persons Group at the
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting last
October in Perth – could have been an opportunity
to fill the widening gap between Commonwealth
principles and practice. However, the recommendation
has since been shelved, highlighting the reluctance
of the Commonwealth to offer meaningful action to
rediscover its values. The Commonwealth continues
to cite its ‘moral authority’ as what sets it apart from
other international organisations. But the rhetoric no
longer matches the reality, and the consequences of that
divergence are beginning to show.
Communicate clearly
Equally important is the need for the Commonwealth
to clearly communicate what it stands for. From the
Singapore Declaration to the Harare Declaration and
the Latimer House Principles, there are countless
documents and declarations outlining the beliefs that
the Commonwealth ostensibly espouses. Ultimately, this
leads to confusion about what the Commonwealth is

Succession is only one small part of the
uncertainty facing the future of the organisation.
The second question is arguably more important:
what is next?
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actually for. Rearticulating its core values and principles
could be a major step toward clarifying this objective,
while also helping to address its diminishing profile.
On this front, there has been some positive action,
namely when heads of government in Perth accepted
the Eminent Persons Group recommendation to create
a new ‘People’s Charter’ that will set out plainly the
values and aspirations of wider Commonwealth civil
society. This is a rare opportunity to capture the public
imagination and demonstrate the true meaning of
Commonwealth membership today. In this Diamond
Jubilee year, the Royal Commonwealth Society
will join hundreds of the association’s civil society
organisations and thousands of its citizens in helping
to draft what will be a seminal document of the
Commonwealth of the future.
Defining priorities
The Commonwealth will also require more defined
priorities to reflect its clearer set of values and principles.
Rather than spread itself too thinly, the institution must
focus its efforts on a few crucial development issues. For
an intergovernmental organisation, the Commonwealth
has a relatively tiny budget and currently around 0.5
per cent of the United Nations staff. It needs to identify
the areas in which it is able to add the most value and
concentrate on making a real impact. By focusing on
a smaller number of issues as prioritised by member
states, and perhaps informed by the People’s Charter,
the Commonwealth Secretariat could more efficiently
and effectively target its resources and begin to find
a contemporary role in a very crowded marketplace.
Over the last 60 years, global dynamics have changed
enormously and there are now many new actors vying
for the attention and resources of governments. If the
Commonwealth cannot capitalise on its unique attributes
as a responsive, values-led organisation that is able to
meaningfully influence the development agenda, then it
will continue its genteel slide toward irrelevance.
A stronger leadership
At the core of this urgent reform agenda is the need for
strong leadership. In a speech that brought the crowd
to its feet during the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting, former Australian Prime Minister
Malcolm Fraser argued, “A vigorous, active and transparent
Commonwealth Secretariat, strongly led, could be more
effective… in providing a lead to the world than the
United Nations itself ”.The failure to address seriously
this question of leadership is the stumbling block upon
which any hope for change will founder. Arguably, the
most courageous Commonwealth leadership, the best
ideas and most significant impact, now come from outside
the institution – from a dynamic and diverse civil society.

Despite the challenges that lie ahead, there is no
doubt that there is something special about the
Commonwealth.
But if the Commonwealth as a concept hopes to survive,
the organisation needs bold leadership at the very top to
champion reforms and define its modern identity.
Civil society matters
In order to tackle the challenges described above and
to usher in a prosperous new chapter, the organisation
must continue to make use of one of its most unique
features: the expansive network of civil society
organisations and professional bodies that underpin the
Commonwealth and reinforce its intergovernmental
framework. These add tangible value to people’s lives,
whether through Commonwealth scholarships, youth
leadership programmes or professional associations.
Indeed, it was the people involved in these networks,
or those whose lives have been affected by their work,
who spoke most warmly about the organisation for
The Commonwealth Conversation. Any debate on the
future of the Commonwealth must include this vibrant
civil society, which has come to embody so much of the
modern organisation’s potential, its energy, enthusiasm
and promise for a noble future.
A bright future
Despite the challenges that lie ahead, there is no
doubt that there is something special about the
Commonwealth. On the whole, its member countries
do aspire to a set of common principles around
democracy, human rights, the rule of law and equality
– although they may not adhere to them in every way.
The Commonwealth also provides a unique space, both
formal and informal, for dialogue around the pursuit
of these values. And even where governments may fall
short, the Commonwealth has its enormous people-topeople networks promoting the association’s ideals.
The Queen has presided over an institutional
evolution that has led us through some of history’s
darkest moments and introduced us to some of the
world’s brightest leaders. But as we commemorate this
landmark year and celebrate her truly remarkable reign,
we must not shy away from the challenging questions
described above. For even the Queen herself recognises
the need for progress and change if the Commonwealth
– hers and ours together – is to flourish for the next 60
years, and beyond.

The Queen has an
extensive collection
of jewelry, most of
which are Crown
Jewels, some
inherited and some
gifts, including the
largest pink diamond
in the world.
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Commonwealth
Member States
Antigua & Barbuda

Australia

The Bahamas

Bangladesh

Barbados

Belize

Botswana

Brunei Darussalam

Cameroon

Canada

Cyprus

Dominica

Fiji Islands*

The Gambia

Ghana

Grenada

Guyana

India

Jamaica

Kenya

Kiribati

Lesotho

Malawi

Malaysia

Maldives

Malta

Mauritius

*Following the decisions taken by the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group on 31 July 2009, Fiji Islands was suspended from membership of the Commonwealth on 1 September 2009.
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Top:

The Commonwealth is made up of 54 independent states working
together in the common interests of their citizens for development,
democracy and peace.

Queen Elizabeth II at the
opening ceremony of
CHOGM, Port of Spain,
Trinidad, 27 November,
2009.

Mozambique

Namibia

Nauru

New Zealand

Nigeria

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea

Rwanda

St Kitts and
Nevis

St Lucia

St Vincent and
the Grenadines

Samoa

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Solomon Islands

South Africa

Sri Lanka

Swaziland

Tonga

Trinidad and
Tobago

Tuvalu

Uganda

United Kingdom

United Republic of
Tanzania

Vanuatu

Zambia
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Republic of Zambia

Wishing Your Majesty congratulations
on her Diamond Jubilee
Your Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, it gives me great pleasure to send you this message on this
auspicious occasion of the Diamond Jubilee commemoration, the 60th anniversary of Your
Majesty’s ascendance to the Throne.
On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Zambia, the people and indeed on my own
behalf, I pass my warmest congratulations and best wishes to Your Majesty as you celebrate
this great event in your life and that of this great Commonwealth of Nations family.
In the last 60 years Your Majesty has been at the helm of the Commonwealth, you have stirred
our prestigious society to greater heights especially in the realization of world peace, stability
and development amongst member states and beyond.
I am fully confident that under Your Majesty’s exceptional leadership, the Commonwealth is
destined for a glowing future.
Zambia and the Commonwealth have enjoyed mutually beneficial and deep relations, and
as President, it is my great aspiration that we elevate these historic ties to a superior level.
Wishing Your Majesty personal good health and may the Commonwealth enjoy remarkable
prosperity and contentment!

Michael Chilufya Sata
President of the Republic of Zambia
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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II celebrates her Diamond Jubilee in 2012 and
with it 60 years as Head of the Commonwealth.To mark this historic occasion
the Royal Commonwealth Society, of which the Queen is patron, has produced
this official commemorative publication that looks back over the past 60 years
of the Queen’s life, and forward to the Commonwealth of tomorrow.
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