
BUILDING 
RESILIENCE OF 
SMALL ISLAND 
STATES
Freundel Jerome Stuart, Prime Minister of Barbados, highlights the 
pressing issues facing Commonwealth Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS) and shares examples of best practice from Barbados to encourage 
fellow SIDS to minimise their vulnerabilities and build resilience. 

Freundel Jerome Stuart, 
Prime Minister, Barbados

Barbados, like all Caribbean 
Commonwealth member 
states, is a Small Island 

Developing State (SIDS); fragile and 
vulnerable, both economically and 
environmentally. The building of 
resilience, is therefore not a luxury, 
but a necessity, and an integral part of 
our survival.   

Although the country lacks an 
abundance of natural resources, it 
has had a number of social, political 
and economic successes over the past 
51 years as an independent nation, 
attributed to good governance, 
political stability and the resilience 
and industrious nature of our people.  
However, despite these successes, the 
country’s vulnerability remains a threat. 

Over the past 20 years, Barbados has 
been at the forefront of championing 
the concerns and needs of SIDS in 
the Caribbean. Cognisant of 
the negative impact 
that climate change 
can have on 
these countries’ 
survivability, we 
support ‘SIDS 
Collectivity’ 
as a strategy 
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for confronting the economic and 
environmental challenges faced by 
these vulnerable nations. We believe 
that a sustained effort in building 
SIDS’ inter-and intra-regional 
cooperation is the answer, and call on 
The Commonwealth to join in making 
this effort a reality.

The devastation of many 
Caribbean countries during the 
recent hurricane season is a grim 
reminder of the region’s weaknesses, 
and the damage these systems bring 
to its fragile economies. It is vital 
that we all redouble our endeavours 
to enable Caribbean countries and 
Commonwealth Small States in general, 
to build resilience against the adverse 
impacts of climate change.  

The protracted economic malaise 
and low growth seen in several 
Commonwealth member states 
continue to challenge investment in 
critical social infrastructure, in areas 
such as health and education. Together, 
these issues impact our pursuit of 
Agenda 2030 and the attainment of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

Barbados welcomes the theme of this 
year’s CHOGM, Towards a Common 
Future, as it brings into focus the need 
for shared visioning and deepened 
collaboration. We wish to take this 
opportunity to formally share home-
grown examples of best practice 
in areas that address key structural 
vulnerabilities among Commonwealth 
states, including:
•  The application of integrated 

climate-resilient coastal 
infrastructure protection systems 
for small states.

•  Integrated rural/urban development 
planning.

•  Land conservation and protection, 
which has ensured that our 
National Park and System of 
Open Spaces remain viable and 
can provide our citizens with an 
acceptable quality of life. 

•  Demonstrated leadership in solar 
thermal technology development 
and deployment in Barbados and 
the Caribbean.

•  The recent development of a 

attainment of our 2030 renewable 
energy targets.

The lingering economic turbulence has 
given rise to the creation of innovative 
economic models, and Barbados is 
working assiduously to become the 
most environmentally friendly country 
in the Latin America and Caribbean 
region, through a commitment to 

economy. We are establishing a SIDS 
Green Economy Knowledge Transfer 
Hub, with the support of the United 
Nations, to facilitate south-south 
cooperation and capacity building 
efforts of like-minded small states. 
This endeavour is well aligned with 
the Commonwealth’s drive towards 
building sustainable ocean-based, or 
‘blue’, economies.

theme for 2018, Towards a Common 
Future, we are mindful that the 
Commonwealth is well placed to 
continue to play a key role in promoting 
partnerships and building capacity 
within small states to mitigate risks and 
other structural vulnerabilities.  The 
‘Hub and Spokes’ approach to trade, 

be lauded in this regard.  The model 
presents an opportunity to consider 
a new ‘Commonwealth Small States 
Macroeconomic Policy and Resilience 
Building Hub and Spokes Support 
initiative’.   

The continued interaction between 
the Commonwealth Secretariat and the 
G20 to highlight the vulnerabilities and 

the Commonwealth’s commitment to 
inclusiveness in global decision-making 
bodies. Similarly, the Commonwealth 
should also establish an ongoing 
dialogue with the OECD on the 
issues faced by countries designated as 

Let me take this opportunity on 
behalf of my government and the 
people of Barbados, to wish the 
Commonwealth a successful Heads 
of Government Meeting.  I eagerly 
look forward to robust discussion, the 
formulation of strategic initiatives and 
concrete outcomes towards building 
our common future. 

 The devastation of many 
Caribbean countries during 
the recent hurricane season is 
a grim reminder of the region’s 
weaknesses. 
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