
TOWARDS A 
COMMON FUTURE
HRH The Prince of Wales calls upon the Commonwealth family of nations 
to urgently and collectively rise to the challenge of protecting our planet’s 
ecosystems – to ensure a safer, more secure, more prosperous and fairer future.

As in most families, there are 
striking and recognisable 
features that identify us all 

as members of the Commonwealth. 
Our shared values, history and 

of our Commonwealth identity 
and guide and inform all that we 
seek to achieve together. But it 
is the fascinating diversity which 
exists across and within the 53 
member countries – from which I 
have learnt so much on the many 
visits I have made throughout the 
Commonwealth during the last 64 
years – which is what makes this 
family of nations quite unlike any 
other and which, I happen to think, 
is its greatest strength. Unity in 
diversity is something to be celebrated 
and cherished, not just for its own 
intrinsic value but because, it seems to 
me, it offers the world the very best 
hope of addressing the most pressing 
challenges of our time.

These challenges, while not 
insurmountable, are urgent and 
profound. From climate change 
to rapid urbanisation, economic 
instability to global security, there 
is no challenge facing our world to 
which the Commonwealth is immune. 
Water, energy and food insecurity stalk 
our most vulnerable populations and 
communities. The relentless destruction 

and pollution of our oceans are the 
by-products of a system which seems 
hell-bent on testing this unique and 
miraculous planet of ours to destruction.  

His Royal Highness 
The Prince of Wales
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It is a planet which – as I fear we 
sometimes forget – we share. We tend 
to be preoccupied with the borders 

and which, quite literally, divide us. 
Less appreciated is the extent to which 
we are united by the global commons 
of atmosphere and ocean and how it 
is the shared global systems that lie 
between and around our countries 
that in the end sustain us. These are, 
quite literally, our Common Wealth.  

Covering more than two thirds of 
the Earth’s surface, the ocean is a vital 
component in our life support system; 
so, too, is the thin shell of gases that 
envelopes our planet, protecting us from 
harmful radiation, recycling freshwater 
and mediating the weather and climate 
we all experience. Yet, for too long, 
we have taken these fundamental 

they provide, for granted. There is 
a desperately urgent need for us to 
concern ourselves with repairing the 

longer afford to ignore. It is vital, 

therefore, that we rise to the challenge 
of protecting these ecosystems, and the 
unique array of life they sustain. A one-

the answer.  
As so many of the religious 

and cultural traditions of the 
Commonwealth have understood for 
millennia, our world – and all the 
creatures who share it – can only be 
sustained in the long-term by working 
in harmony with nature. I cannot help 
but think that we need to embrace an 
understanding of development that 
builds partnerships and establishes an 
economic model that is regenerative 
and that creates, uses, recovers, recycles 

and restores. This Circular Economy, 
as it has come to be known, offers us 
the best chance we have of rising to the 
challenge before it is too late. 

Now is the time to act. We 
simply do not have the luxury of 
deferring the necessary action to a 
future generation. The urgency and 
immediacy of the challenge worries 
me deeply, as so many Commonwealth 
countries and their people are now 
on the front line of climate change. 
In this regard it is perhaps worth 
considering how the Commonwealth 
may hold the solutions. The 
extraordinary wealth of ideas and the 
potent blend of traditional knowledge 
and cutting-edge ingenuity – so often 
represented in the under-utilised 
capacity of the many Commonwealth 
professional associations, on 
which the 2.4 billion people of the 
Commonwealth can draw – offers us 
unlimited potential to effect change in 
our world.  

I pray, therefore, that the 
Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting in 2018 will not 
only strengthen the bonds between 
our nations and the people within 
them, but will resolve – with real 
courage and imagination – to address 
these global challenges and thereby to 
set the rest of the world an example of 
the path we need to take. 

Like all families, by facing the 
future together we can achieve so 
much more than we ever could 
alone. By working towards a 
common future, built not only on 
shared associations and values, but 
also on an innovative and effective 
partnership between the public, 
private and non-governmental 
sectors, we will ensure a safer, 
more secure, more prosperous and 
fairer future for our children and 
grandchildren. There could scarcely 
be a more important goal. 

 The urgency and immediacy of 
the challenge worries me deeply, as 
so many Commonwealth countries 
and their people are now on the 
front line of climate change. 

 Like all families, by facing 
the future together we can 
achieve so much more than we 
ever could alone. 
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The Prince of Wales 
standing inside a 
hurricane wrecked 
school on the British 
Virgin Islands, 
November 2017.
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