
FORGING A FAIRER 
FUTURE FOR THE 
COMMONWEALTH 
Edgar Lungu, President of the Republic of Zambia, looks at the 
Commonwealth’s past, present and future as a catalyst for creating a fairer 
future for all of its citizens. 
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We, as a Commonwealth 
of Nations, have seen 
numerous changes 

throughout the years, as the 
organisation has continued to 

Summit, hosted by Singapore in 
1971. I recall the 1979 Summit, when 
Zambia hosted the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) in Lusaka. It was a 

 With so much 
change around us, we 
need an organisation in 
which we can place our 
confi dence. 

truly proud moment given the 
impressionable youths we were 
at the time. Many of us are aging 
now, but we continue to cherish the 

We have now progressed beyond 
the main original objective of the 
organisation, which was the political 
liberation of African countries: 
the Lusaka CHOGM was focused 
on the impending independence 

of Zimbabwe. Since then, the 
Commonwealth has registered many 
successes, but equally, we have 
together weathered the storm through 

In recent times, the organisation 

but is increasingly projecting the 
aspirations of its 2.4 billion people. We 

Commonwealth Charter, as adopted 
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at the 2013 Summit in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. In 2015 at the Valletta 
Summit, the Rt. Hon. Baroness 
Patricia Scotland was elected as the 

Commonwealth. The Commonwealth 
is indeed getting closer to its people 
and its roots. 

The theme of CHOGM 2018 – 
Towards a Common Future – could 
not be more appropriate. It calls 
for, inter alia, better allocation and 
distribution of resources to ensure a 
fairer, more prosperous, sustainable 
and secure environment for all 
Commonwealth citizens, and the rest 
of the global community. 

With so much change around us, 
we need an organisation in which we 

states – including their youth, women, 
business and civil society can unite 
under one umbrella – to speak on 
development, peace, human rights, 
trade and other important matters 
affecting our people across the 
Commonwealth. 

We desire good health, peace and 
prosperity and the freedom to make 
our own choices in life without undue 

achieve progress on these issues, we 
look forward to meeting in London, 
a city that is synonymous with the 
Commonwealth – and the two have 

is this atmosphere that we hope will 
inspire us further.

The Commonwealth has been key in 
articulating global governance issues 

will continue to have great impact 
on member states and beyond. I am 

a better future for all, will be realised.
As a member of the 

Commonwealth, I am particularly 

Women’s Forum was held alongside 
the others, notably the Youth, 
Business and Civil Society Forums. 
In the past year, I was honoured 
to be chosen by fellow heads of 
state to serve as the African Union 
(AU) champion on ending child, 
early and forced marriages, and its 

inequality. The Commonwealth took 

this agenda to the United Nations, 

subject in 2013, and again, Zambia 

resolution. 

forced marriages can only be won if 
our youth take up leadership roles 
to ensure that gender discrimination 
is truly relegated to the annals. I see 
a vibrant generation in our youth, 
which will take up the challenge to 
spearhead economic growth through 
their inherent drive and sense of 
innovation. I see a generation that 

negative consequences of neglecting 
our environment, and that will rise to 
the occasion to reverse the trend. 

For all the above to happen, we 
must ensure that peace prevails, be 
it at a personal or societal level. For 
meaningful development to occur, no 
one should be left behind. 

to participating in the deliberations, 
which I believe will spur the 
Commonwealth’s true strengths and 
potential to reach greater heights, and 
for humanity in general. 

 The Commonwealth has 
been key in articulating global 
governance issues and I am 
hopeful that its infl uence will 
continue to have great impact on 
member states and beyond. 

President Lunga meets with Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Patricia Scotland during her 
visit to Zambia in August 2017.
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